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LIFE IN OXFORD UNIVERSITY

By Tracy Barrett Kittredge, Nu '13, California '12,
LeConte Scholar, Exeter College, Oxford

IT
was through a steady downpour of rain, a foretaste, perhaps, of

the dampness I was to e.xperience in the coming months, that I
caught my first glimpse of Oxford. A.fter eight days upon the

Atlantic, in which the monotony of life 'at sea was broken only by the

presence on board of a number of comely German maidens, and by
the keen competition for their favors, I had landed at Southampton
at noon and bade farewell to my fellow travelers. Then came a

hurried train ride to Oxford by way of London, through the pictur
esque English country-side, with its hills and valleys neatly checkered
with hedgerows, and with row upon row of brick tenants' houses, like
those of a city street, set down in the midst of the fields. In London I
had ridden quickly across the city from Waterloo Station past the
Houses of Parliament, Westminster, St. James' and Hyde Park, to

Paddington Station. I was too eager then to reach my destination to

tarry by the way. The sights of London I reserved for a future visit.

The Michaelmas Term at Oxford was to begin on the morrow. I

had no time to spare.
As the train stopped at Oxford, I stepped out onto the station

platform and looked across at the city of towers and spires, with its

distinctive college buildings, widely distributed about the town, loom

ing up in the darkening twilight, and experienced a thrill of eager
anticipation, an impatient desire to plunge into the life of this most

famous of the old world universities, which I had traveled eight
thousand miles to attend. I remember riding from the station to my
hotel, gazing in awe and wonderment at the strange but delightful
sights that met my eyes : here the quaint bridge over the Thames ;
there, on the right, the remains of the old mediaeval castle of Oxford,
its keep and wall still standing ; on every hand, so it seemed, the high
and apparently impregnable walls of the colleges, and the college
buildings themselves, many of them centuries old, with the indefinable
charm which age confers on their old Gothic and Renaissance types.
Then my cab entered the historic High Street, ennobled by Words
worth in his famous sonnet to the "stream-like winding of that glori-
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ous street". Sir Walter Scott has said "The visitor here beholds the
finest sweep of street architecture which Europe can exhibit. For

stately beauty, the broad curves of colleges, enhanced by many a

spire and dome, and relieved by a background of rich foliage, is

absolutely without parallel."

FIRST impression OF OXFORD

It was here that I caught my first glimpse of the Oxford under
graduate, then as always, wandering along the "High" and the "Corn"
(Cornmarket Street) in groups, bareheaded, with the peculiar com

moner's gown, a black sleeveless jacket, thrown carelessly across his
shoulders to serve as his passport should he meet by chance, in his
perambulations, the "progs" (proctors) or "bulldogs" (University
police). As I was soon to learn, the undergraduate must wear "aca
demic dress" whenever at lectures, and in the streets after eight p. m. ;
but by common convention the mortar-board cap has been relegated to
the dusty obscurity of the closet, the gown has been shifted from the
back to one shoulder.

After dinner I presented myself at the gates of Exeter College,
and was informally received into the fellowship. In spite of the

drizzling rain I spent several" eventful hours wandering about the his
toric streets of Oxford�seeing all that I could of its wonderful

sights�and, even after I retired to my bed, all through the night I
was constantly reminded that I was really in Oxford by the continual

sounding of the chimes. Practically every college in Oxford has these
chimes to toll the passing hours. The visitor will never forget them�
chimes of all tones and degrees of loudness�chimes on all notes, and
all sounding together, sometimes in discord, more often in an indes

cribably beautiful mingling of the many sweet-toned bells.
I had come to Oxford with great expectations, and I was more

than satisfied. The quiet charm of the town, with its subdued colors
'neath the perpetually cloud cast sky ; with the dignity and crumbling
grey beauty of its colleges; with its academic traditions of culture;
its joyous appreciation of life; its sincere respect for true scholar

ship and genuine achievement; and the life of the undergraduates
with its youthful enthusiasm, love of sport, and social intercourse ; all
these are calculated to win the visitors' admiration and regard.

SUBSEQUENT IMPRESSIONS

I was not long in finding my place in the complex life of the

university, and was rewarded for my long journey by finding the en

couragement and inspiration in my work I had hoped for. If a man
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has real intentions of working, and has a keen interest in the affairs

of man and of the human world, there can be no better or more in

spiring place than Oxford. Here you find everyone, from the most

venerable Don to the most "sporty" commoner, ready to help you in

your work, to give advice and criticism. You learn not only the
technical features of your especial subject, but�and this of far more

importance�you learn the place of your particular studies in the field
of knowledge, and receive new understanding of the special impli
cations of your own work, and of the unity of scholarship and of

knowledge. You come to see and feel that the purpose of all knowl

edge is to interpret and direct human action to the end that the
individual life may be made fuller and richer.

To my mind this is the unique value of Oxford, that in spite of its

complexity, in spite of its aristocratic traditions, you do receive be

yond all doubt the impression of this truth : that the end of scholar

ship is to serve human life. It is a spirit which one absorbs from the

very atmosphere, like much else that is so characteristic of Oxford. It
is not so much from the formal discipline of classroom and lecture
that one absorbs the most valuable parts of Oxford training as from
the life and associations which are unique unto Oxford�over the

teacups with one of your Dons, or his charming wife ; at breakfast or
lunch with fellow undergraduates ; in the meetings of the students'
clubs ; in the fruitful discussions, the epigrammatic conversations in
which one is here privileged to participate. At such times as these,
the student acquires an appreciation of the essence of Oxford and the

feeling that in some dim way he is beginning to understand the life
of man� in all its phases. And this alone is true education.

OXFORD, a federation OF INDEPENDENT COLLEGES

It would be impossible for me to attempt to describe the organiza
tion of the University, or the Oxford system of tutorial training. An
account of these is to be found in any handbook. Suffice it to say
that the Universitv is a federation of practically independent colleges,
rather than a centralized unit like our American universities. The

college here is not a division of the university devoted to some par
ticular study, as law or engineering, but, in the words of the Rector

of my own college, is "an association of gentlemen gathered together
for the development of character and acquisition of culture." Each

college is a unit in itself with its own buildings where tutors and stu

dents live, dine, work and play together. Each college has its own

teaching force, the tutors, its own library, and its own income from
estates and from tuitions. The "fresher" (freshman) selects his
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college usually for social reasons, because his relatives had attended
it before him or for some similar reason. But each man must be ac

cepted by the college (i. e. the fellows of the college) before he is

admitted.
Each man must also pass an examination, "Responsions", given

by the Universitv before being admitted, and must pass in two later
examinations "Moderations" and "Schools" before receiving his de

gree. There are no courses of the American sort given in Oxford ;
no credits or units awarded for attendance on lectures and passage
of an examination at the end of the term. Here it makes no difference
how many "lekkers" (lectures) you attend�you graduate only by
passing the two University examinations, above mentioned�which

qualify you for the degree A. B. Your college prepares you for
these examinations. Your tutor hears you read an essay once a week,
advises you as to which lectures to attend and books to read, and in
other ways conspires to assist you outwit the university examiners.
Seldom or never does the same man who has instructed you also

examine you. Tlie result is that you can graduate only by knowing
your subject well enough to pass a very stiff examination, and when

you receive your degree, it is not for the accumulation of a certain re

quired number of units or hours, as in American colleges, but for the
actual masterv of your chosen subjects. Your course extends over a

period of from three to five years. There is no stipulated four year
course as in America, and you "go up" for your final examination
whenever you feel prepared. After three yeare' residence some take

their degree ; but others spend four or five years in their "Schools".

COURSES OFFERED AND HONORS AWARDED

Students are divided into "Pass" and "Honor" Students, according
to the course selected. The "Pass" course is very easy, much easier

even than the average American course, but the "Honors" course is

much more thorough, and an infinitely higher standard is maintained.

The Oxford instruction covers practically all branches of study.
The University has a staff of some ninety professors and readers in

the various subjects ; and each college has from six to twenty tutors

and fellows, who give lectures open to students of all colleges. No

matter what a man's subject is, he is sure to find in Oxford lectures

suited to his purpose. The students who elect to read "Honors"

(and eighty per cent of all students do read in an honor school),
have nine such schools to choose from. These include "(Jreats" (the
classical studies, Ancient History and Philosophy), Law, Modern

History, Theology, Natural Science, Mathematics, Modern Lan-
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guages, Oriental Languages and English Literature. The names of
those passing each school, each year, are divided into four classes in
the order of excellence. It is a very great honor to "take a first",
especially in "Greats", and such an achievement, widely reported in
the English papers, marks one out as a man to be watched. Some
men take two Schools, and a fortunate few manage to win a "double
first", a rare and unique honor which places the recipient in a rank
with Gladstone and many others of Oxford's most illustrious sons.

The standard required is not that of the average, which one is in
clined to suspect often determines the grading in American universi
ties. The standard here is that of the best men, not only of your own
college generation, liut of all time.

It is quite true that the weak brother often fares ill at Oxford.
The comparative liberty of the place often leads to license. The man

without scholarly desires or tastes finds "loafing" all too easy and too

pleasant. .American Rhodes scholars agree with me that there is no

place in the world in which one can spend leisure time so delightfully
as in Oxford. But if you are of a serious turn of mind, or if you
are above the average in ability, you will find in Oxford a standard

high enough for your best efforts, a system flexible enough to adjust
itself to your needs, an opportunity for intimate converse with your
instructors which never fails to stimulate and to inspire.

THE DAILY ROUTINE OF THE 0-XFORD STUDENT

But an account of life at Oxford would not be complete were I to

stop at this point. The student life, the love of and the general par
ticipation in athletics, the clubs and societies, the amenities of social

life, give much of its distinctive charm to Oxford. The student lives
for the most part within college walls, though many of the senior men

go out to "digs" (lodgings) in the town. "Brekker" (breakfast),
which comes between eight-thirty and ten, is one of the approved
times of entertaining your friends, and if you are at all socially in

clined you will seldom breakfast alone. From ten to one come lec

tures, and usually your morning will be well taken up. The lectures
are fewer in number than in an American college, and are intended
not so much to completely cover the subject as to provide a guide to

it. After a light luncheon all Oxford dons its athletic armor and
sallies forth to river or field or parks�the "dons" to their golf or
tennis ; the undergraduates to row or to play rugby, hockey, soccer, or
cricket, or to take part in field and track sports. Practically every
man in the Universitv spends two hours each day in this way. The
current belief is that continued good health is impossible without
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"ekker", because of the humidity of the Oxford climate ; and though
my experience seems to prove this a superstition, the facts remain
that in spite of the muggy dampness of England, the undergraduates
are a fine and healthy lot.

On returning from his athletic sports, the Oxford man has tea in
his own or in a friend's room. This also being a great time for

exchange of entertainments, many of the most pleasant hours that one

EXETER COLLEGE, OXFORD

spends are at such times, when with a little group of friendly spirits
you agitate the vexed problems of the earth, of life, of eternity, over a
cup of tea.

From five to seven the student either reads, attends lectures again,
or continues his conversation with his friends. But at seven comes

the Hall dinner in the various colleges, at which "dons" and under-
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graduates sit down together in academic dress to dine, in the big and

often wonderfully beautiful halls of the colleges. After dinner one

can go to the theatre, to a meeting of some one of the many clubs and
societies of which Oxford boasts, on Thursdays to the Union Society
debate, or to a friend's room to play bridge or (save the mark)
poker, and to quaff the flowing bowl with him.

In passing, I might say that there is little restriction on drinking
in Oxford. Your college buttery provides you with wines and

liquors, and so far as any college regulation goes, you are at liberty
to drink as much as you please. The college authorities take the

position that sooner or later a man must learn to control himself, and
that he is old enough when he comes to Oxford to be able to do it.

On the whole the plan works well, though a few men occasionally get
a "bunner" in Oxford parlance. Here, as always, the Oxford idea
is to train men for life by inculcating in them self-reliance, and by
developing character and will power ; and the splendid type of man
that Oxford gives England proves that the system is a success.

IHE SOCIAL LIFE AFFORDED THE STUDENTS

As has already been said, the social life of the Oxford man is very
pleasant. During the short terms of eight weeks his time is spent
in a continual round of entertainments, "brekkers", luncheons, teas

and evening parties. The college forms the social group in which

the man finds most of his friends. He feels toward his college much
as the American student does toward his fraternity. In fact there
are many points of similarity between the Oxford college and the

American fraternity. If one can imagine a fraternitv with from one

to three hundred members, living in a great house built in picturesque
quadrangles about centra] courts and gardens, with a number of

graduate members living in the house as tutors and advisors, he will

have a fair idea of what the English college life is really like. There

are, of course, great differences between the American fraternity and

the English college. Here for instance the freshmen of each year
are selected by the "Fellows". Here also every man in Oxford be

longs to a college or to the non-collegiate body, which is organized
like a college, and in many respects is like one. There is little

snobbishness to be noted in Oxford�none of the feeling of bar

barian against Greek sometimes met in America. There are many
aristocratic clubs in Oxford such as the Palmerslon, or the Chatham;
but on the whole Oxford is astonishingly democratic, and a man's

social rank has much less to do with his reception in Oxford than

has his own cliaracter and personality.
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WOMEN STUDENTS

The women students in Oxford are here only on sufferance ; and

though they can attend lectures, and take the examinations, no woman

is able to take an Oxford degree. She can get a certificate that she
has passed with distinction all examinations necessary for the degree,
but the right to put the coveted letters (B. A. Oxon.) after her name

is denied her. There are five women's colleges in Oxford, organized
much like the men's colleges, but existing not as parts of the univer

sity, but as extraneous affiliations. Nor does the Oxford man look

kindly on the woman student. The attitude of the average English
man towards womankind is quite different than that of the American.
The Englishman still is conscious of sex superiority, and any genuine
comradeship between men and women, like that which exists in the

American co-educational colleges, is very rare. The Oxford student
has very little to do with the eternal feminine during term. He
visits North Oxford on Sunday afternoons, pays formal calls and
drinks tea; sometimes he attends dances given by the Oxford folk.
But usually he sees very little of the many very charming girls who
live in the secluded parlors of North Oxford. The other sort of girl is,
of course, also conspicuous in Oxford ; attracted as always by the

presence here during term of some three thousand young men, many
of whom are quite susceptible to a clandestine flirtation. But one

sees little of this because of the vigilance of the university proctors,
and on the whole the sex morality of the undergraduate is on a high
level.

AMERICAN RHODES SCHOLARS HAVE WON DISTINCTION

The Rhodes Scholars are taking a prominent part in the life of

Oxford, Americans are found on nearly all the college athletic

teams, and several have been chosen for the university teams. In

creasing numbers of Americans are winning places of distinction on

the class lists, and in undergraduate society. Last year an American,
W. J, Bland of Ohio, was for the first time elected to the presidency
of the Union Society, the best known society in Oxford, famous for

its debates, in which many of England's statesmen have made their

first appearance. Several Americans have in recent years been

elected to some of Oxford's most exclusive clubs. The American

Rhodes Scholar has emphatically made good at Oxford, and it seems

not too much to say that Oxford herself has been benefited by his

presence. Many of the recent reforms in university administration

can be attributed to the problems raised by the effort to assimilate

the Rhodes Scholars.
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CONCLUSION

There is no place quite like Oxford. There is an indefinable spirit
about the place that soon descends upon one, and makes him love the

old University and admire its system of training men. One fairly
breathes in the appreciation of genuine achievements and the love for

true culture. The thoroughness of the training, the high level of ex

cellency required in the Honors examinations gives the student a

habit of going to the heart of a problem and attacking its real essence.

It is true that the Oxford training is not practical in the narrower

sense of that word. The general attitude in Oxford is that technical

duties can be better learned by practice, that the purpose of the

University is to enable the student to solve problems, to build his

character and to develop his personality, and I think it succeeds in

this. The British Empire has been won and governed by the sons of

Oxford and Cambridge. Parliament and the Church draw a great
proportion of their recruits from our graduates.

English life and thought in more than one way is swayed and in

fluenced by the teaching and thought and leadership of Oxford.

Oxford is the expression of English life and culture and power at

its best. One cannot help but feel with Nathaniel Hawthorne that

"the world, surely, has not another place like Oxford; it is a des

pair to see such a place and ever to leave it, for it would take a

lifetime and more than one, to enjoy it satisfactorily."



"WE'RE GETTING OLD"

By Robert P. Campbell, Theta '12.

LLOYD MAYER, he of the deceptively theological appearance,
wrote to me some weeks ago, asking me to do something for
the Tomahawk.�"something of general interest to the fra

ternity, of a humorous nature." A simple, modest order, that�much
as if a person with large, owlish spectacles and thinly compressed lips
sat primly before one, and said, "Now make me laugh !" However,
he barbed his request with fulsome reference to previous indiscretions
of mine in the Tomahawk, and the barb seems to stick. Someone
must have told him that I am conceited on that point. And so I pro
pose to tell why, much as it would please me to flit gaily over these

pages once more, it can't be done.
It's this way. We're getting old. Lloyd may not know this. Per

haps he has tapped a fountain of youth. Certainly he used to be some

tapper, Moses had nothing on him. He could not only find them ;
he could make them spout new and unknown things. He had a

formula which he used to recite for that purpose : "one third

; one third ; one third
." It came out blue; any of you recall it? But to return:

he may still be as young as he was two years ago ; but I am not, nor are
most of that vintage. No matter how many actual years are marked

up against you�it makes little difference. "God gives years, but the
devil gives increase," according to the most charming of villains.
You gain a long way on your hearse in your first two years out of
school. Some people may say that your hearse gains a long way on

you ; but, in as much as the procession of hearses is sufficiently continu
ous to justify either view, let's adopt the former as less depressing. As

one of us skeletons in armor put it a while ago, you reach your maxi
mum of efficiency in amusement as a college senior. His statement

was less broad, but it will serve. Whether your taste runs to dancing
and its kindred pastimes, or to athletics, or to sporting life, you will
never enjoy these things so much again, or do them so well�unless

they cease to be amusements, and you become a dancing man where
such flourish, or a professional amateur, or�perish the thought !

These matters are most apparent in cities equipped with Alumni

Councils, where some of one's old pals get together now and again.
We sit down to dinner, and eat in soul-satisfying hilarity. One or

two order coffee brought directly with dessert, gulp both in an un-

epicurean manner�hats and coats�"So sorry I have to hurry away,
boys." We proceed to business meeting, conducted with traditional
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solemnity. Remember the long, serious discussion in some former

chapter meeting as to whether we should have the plaster fixed now

in the upper hall, where Hop kicked it in the other night, or wait

till next month? Moved, seconded, carried we adjourn�general
good-byes�and three or four of us left around a big table, staring
solemnly at each other, the scattered ruins of a party�all the rest

gone home, each to his wife, or to save wherewithal to take her, or

fussing. Two years ago, breathed there a man with soul so dead that

he'd desert a chapter dinner for anything in petticoats, or rather,
nowadays�well, why try to be so accurate? They may be happy,
but they will never be exactly blithe again.

Next, consider us three or four foot-loose, fancy-free survivors.

The evening is ours to enjoy. Well, suppose we take in a show. "Ex
cellent acting, yes ; too bad he can't get a play. Oh, of course, I've
seen only one good play this season�plenty of shows with their good
spots, and plenty of clever people, but only one good play." Or it's
a musical show. "Pretty score, two good voices, a fair comedian; but
you can't hand them much on the chorus, and the book is hopeless."
"Vaudeville? Theatre seats are uncomfortable to sleep in, and there's
so much noise." Then a little brightly-lighted gaiety afterwards.
Rather crowded ; head waiter not very anxious to seat a stag party.
(This is to be remedied. Within a year, if our plans do not miscarry,
the most prosperous city in the United States will have a restaurant

for men, with no kitchen, but the finest cabaret show to be found. It
will be called the "Stagger Inn") , We get a table off behind a pillar
somewhere, drag slowly at steins or carefully mixed rickeys or

highballs�no more fancy blue, pink, or yellow stuff, now that we

cannot cut our eight o'clocks�and attend kindly to "Dancin'

Around". But it was better around a bare table at Joe's, or Morey's,
or the Dutch Kitchen, doing our own singing. And underneath all

our cheer, we're wondering who is to be the last to leave.
At intervals the Council has a dance. We all go. The kids in

from school are a delight to everybody, themselves included. Some
of the rest of us have kept pretty well up, and get away with it, and
have a good time. Some more also, largely those who in their pros

perity or madness have married, have a good time without seeming
to realize that they are not getting away with it. Still others en

counter, face and recognize the fact that their day is done. And the

girls�well, you don't notice so much retrogression in them. Some
of us learn in time what lucky little Johnny seemed to know by in

stinct. Johnny was much taken with little Mary, in his class in school.

Teacher, finding him rather thick of skull, thought to take advantage
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of this flirtation. "If you don't pass, you know, Johnny." she said,
"Mary will go a room ahead of you." "All right", says Johnny, "I
guess there will be lots more little Marys." But the dear familiar

girls begin to be less slender, less graceful, less fresh of face than
once. And, in passing, I suspect that all these matters are of some

what more imjiortance to them than to us. The flush of youth is a

pleasant thing to have, and sad to lose ; but it is not our stock in trade.
It goes, though. When business begins to interfere with pleasure.

it goes. When four brothers of choice sit in a place devoted to mirth
and indigestion, and neglect "Sit Down, You're Rocking the Boat"
to discuss the percentage of profit to have been made in the last
month in certain bond rights ; when one lies awake nights figuring
tariffs, and another planning how he can best use a promised as

sistant ; when some give up dancing altogether, and others boast

gleefully of each sally into that field, as showing that they are not all
done yet : then we may know that our dawn is past, and, in fact, that
we're getting pretty well along toward eleven o'clock in the morning.
And, just at a time when realization of these things is beginning
to intrude itself upon me, along comes this amiable Ponce de Leon
in spectacles, and asks me to play the student mountebank for his

patrons 1 Preposterous ! It can't be done.



AN ARABIAN LETTER

By Charles Farquhar Shaw, Theta '11,

Former Associate Editor of the Tomahawk.

' '^ ALAAM ALAKUM," This means "peace be with you", and
i^S is a common form of greeting in Arabia. However, I am not

going to commence a lesson in Arabic. The editor has asked
me several times to give account of myself ; so I think that some of my
brother Sigs will be interested to hear a little about what I have seen

and heard in Busrah, Arabia.
In the first place let me tell you that Busrah is a city of about

60,000 people, situated on the Shat-el-Arab (river of Arabia) near

the head of the Persian Gulf. The place has excellent opportunities
for trade; but since it is governed from Constantinople it is subject
to the diverse indiscretions of the Turk�and consequently its prog
ress is not rapid.

The population is composed mainly of Arabs, Persians, native

Christians, Jews, negroes and a few Turkish officials and soldiers.
The citizen of the better class is quite friendly and extremely polite,
but at heart he is a croolc ; and one realizes that he will do his best
to cheat one on all occasions. I can truthfully say that I have yet to
meet the Moslem whom I can trust out of my sight.

The oriental is pretty much of a crook ; but I think that the

average Turkish official in Busrah might well be regarded as a veri

table apostle of iniquity. Compared with him, the sons of Tammany
are mere babes in arms. The distance of Busrah from Constantinople
gives it a certain amount of freedom which is enjoyed by few Turkish

cities. This freedom is used by the officials to rob both the common

people and the Turkish government. Every government department
in Busrah is rotten to the core. In fact, some of these departments
have ceased to fulfil the special functions for which they are intended,.
and have degenerated into graft factories controlled by a few Turkish

bosses.
The Department of Public Works is probably one of the best

examples of organized graft that can be ascribed to Busrah. This

department receives large appropriations from Constantinople ; but
it is hard to see how the public is benefited. The only noticeable

"improvement" that has been attempted is the construction of a re

taining wall along the banks of a creek that runs through the center
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of the city. Incidentally this creek serves the double purpose of city
sewer and public water supply ! For three years, the wall has been in

course of construction ; and up to the present date it is not half fin

ished. Already, part of the completed portion has tumbled over, and

this in turn must be replaced by a new wall. The whole business of
wall building, therefore, resolves itself into a sort of continuous

process which involves large appropriations and small outlays.
Several years ago, some ambitious officials wished to improve the

two miles of roadway along the bank of this same creek. The pre
liminary dealings with Constantinople having been completed, the

work was started in real earnest. Tools were imported, obstructing
houses pulled down and gangs of men set to work. People began to

think that the road would be a realized fact. They were doomed to

the usual disappointment. In a few weeks the pace began to slacken ;
and before many months were past the work was discontinued. Dur

ing the year 1912 the road-making scheme was again revived, and no

less than $54,000 was voted for the completion of the work. With

the exception of several new culverts which probably cost less than

$1,000. the road is in the same condition as it was three years ago. It

is considered impolite to make inquiries about the rest of the fund.

The Department of Education is another example of Turkish cor

ruption. During the year 1912, nearly $50,000 was appropriated
for the purpose of erecting three public school buildings, I had the

pleasure of drawing the plans for these proposed halls of learning,
and attended the numerous meetings of the building committee. After
a great deal of profound deliberation, the plans were accepted ; but
there the matter ended. The committee has been dissolved, and every
member of the Department of Education now avoids all conversation

upon the subject of public schools.

A similar thing happened several years ago at the township of

Fas, which is some distance south of Busrah. On this particular
occasion, a report was sent to Constantinople to the effect that a

school building had actually been built and several teachers were

reported to be drawing rather high salaries. Some months later a

government inspector arrived in Busrah ; and, after having paid
his respects to the governor, set out to visit the new school. The

Busrah officials sent a timely warning to their friends in Fas, as

the latter were threatened with a most embarrassing situation because
there was no school within fifty miles of the place. 'I'he officials of
Fas proved themselves equal to the occasion. Within a few hours they
had collected all the children of school age in the district. These
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terrified infants were crowded into a large structure that had recently
been erected; and when the inspector arrived he found several classes

undergoing a rigorous course of instruction. He sent a favorable
report to Constantinople !

In our own work we come into close contact with both Turk and
Arab. We have a good chance to study the character of each, and
have found out to our cost that the oriental is not to be trusted. We
are supposed to be carrying on business as an engineering firm; but
when you come right down to it, you will find that our business con

sists of trying to make something out of nothing for nothing. The

delays, breaches of faith and other annoyances that crop up every
day are enough to make a man wind up his aft'airs after a three
months' trial. Unless he is gifted with an extraordinary amount of

patience, he will surely end his days in a mad house. I often think
that our work is mostly one long series of troubles , but after all it
has its comic side too. The following incident will serve to throw some

light upon the character of the Turk, and it is a good example of
business in the Orient,

The firm of which I am a member had received an order to con

struct a hospital at Korveit, a seaport about one hundred miles south
of Busrah. I had given my personal attention to obtaining the build

ing material, and had ordered most of it from a Bombay concern

whom we shall call Jones & Co, These Bombay people required an

unreasonable length of time to execute the order ; and it was only
after a considerable amount of correspondence that they could be

persuaded to ship the material.

In the course of time we received the shipping documents ; which,
owing to the negligence of an Indian clerk, had been mailed at Bom

bay two weeks after the goods had been dispatched from that port.
We then discovered that the entire shipment had been sent to Busrah
instead of to Korveit, and all the material was in the Busrah custom

house accumulating storage charge and subject to a duty of 11

per cent.
We explained to the customs authorities that a mistake had been

made, and that we wished to re-ship the goods to Korveit ; but
the director informed us that he would not allow us to take delivery
until the storage charges and the duty had been paid in full. As
we were extremely unwilling to be robbed in this fashion, we brought
the matter to the attention of the British Consul. He advised us to

pay the money under protest, and promised to help us to get a

refund.
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After a delay of several days, we managed to persuade the Turks
that the steel re-inforcing material was not to be used for fortifica

tions, and that some barrels of pitch did not contain any quick-
firing guns. They therefore allowed us to ship the goods to Korveit,
and we paid the storage charges and duty under protest.
The whole business was referred to Constantinople, and in about

two months we were informed that all of the money would be re

funded. But we must produce a letter from Jones & Co. to the ef
fect that a mistake had been made and that the goods were intended
for Korveit, We must also produce a letter from the Shiekh of Kor
veit stating that the goods had been landed there. We had previously
obtained the former letter from Jones & Co., but we had no letter
from the Shiekh of Korveit. It was, therefore, necessary to write to

the British Political Agent in Korveit, asking him to get this letter
from the Shiekh. Unfortunately, the Political Agent had gone for a

long trip on the desert ; and when he returned, the Shiekh had gone to

visit a friend in Persia. However, it happened that the Political

Agent paid a visit to the Persian town Mohammerah when the Shiekh
was passing that point on his way back to Korveit. We took advan

tage of this opportunity, and managed to get the desired letter from
the Shiekh.
With a feeling of satisfaction, we presented this letter at the

Custom House; but to our dismay, we found that the Director had
been "transferred" and that there was a new man in his place.
This new Director said that he had received no orders with reference
to our business, and absolutely refused to have anything to do with
the matter. The only course open to us was to go back to the

Consul, who referred the case to the P'.mbassy in Constantinople. In
a month's time we were advised by telegraph that the Custom House
had been instructed to refund the money.

When we went to the Custom House, we were informed that the

duty only would be refunded. We took the precaution to obtain

possession of this money, and then asked about the refund on the

storage charges. The Director told us that a clerk had made
the mistake of entering this money on the books as "revenue", and
that it was against the law to refund revenue or alter the books !

We replied that we were not responsible for the mistakes of Custom
House clerks, and that we did not intend to stop until we had re

ceived what was our due. The matter was again "referred to Con

stantinople" ; and in about six weeks we received the last payment
which represented the refund on the storage charges.
This affair was a most trying experience ; but the whole matter,
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on the face of it, is so utterly ridiculous that I record it as one of the
most amusing events connected with my stay in the Orient.

Taking it all round, this country is a good place to be out of.

However, if any ambitious Sig wants to gain some valuable ex

perience that will fit him for almost any calling in life, let him
take a two year business course in Busrah.
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TRACY BARRETT KITTREDGE

Brother Kittredge, whose splendid article "Life in Oxford Univer

sity" appears on pages 183-193 of this issue of the Tomahawk, was
born at Baker City. Oregon, May 5, 1891. His early education was

gained in California, where he attended the local high schools of

Areata, Crockett and Concord.
At the age of seventeen he entered the University of California,

graduating in 1912 wlien barely twenty-one, one of the youngest mem
bers of his class. While an undergraduate Brother Kittredge was

prominent chiefly in debating and literary circles. He was a mem

ber of the intercollegiate debating team, winner of the Bonnheim

Essay prize, associate editor of the 1911 Blue and Gold (The Junior
Annual), member of the 1912 Senior Prom Committee, etc. In ad
dition, he was a member of the 'varsity chess team (which latter
achievement he modestly omits to mention in the autobiography sent

to the editor) .

In his senior year Brother Kittredge was awarded the university fel

lowship in Pacific Coast history, which enabled him to spend one year
in graduate work at the University of California. As a result of this
work he was awarded the LeConte Fellowship w-hich, in Brother

Kittredge's words "will make it possible for me to study in Europe
for the coming two years. My work is history and anthropology, an
endeavor to apply the evolutionary ideas to the study of society. I

shall be in Oxford a year longer, and will devote six months to field
work in the eastern Mediterranean and a similar period to work at

the University of Paris." As to his future. Brother Kittredge says,
"At present I am expecting to return to the University of California
as an instructor in 1915".
Brother Kittredge was a charter member of Nu, serving as that

chapter's first LI. S. P. He was Nu's official delegate to the Sig
Convention held in New York last September, and the ability he

displayed as a debater during the business sessions made a most favor
able impression upon the brethren who were present.



THE FRATERNITY AND ITS UNDERCLASSMEN*

By Thomas Arkle Clark, .\ T n

Dean of Men, University of Illinois

DURING
the last twenty years I have developed an increasing

interest in fraternities and fraternity organization, because I

have come more and more to see that by whatever name we

may call them�clubs, guilds, crowds, cliques, gangs or fraternities�

organizations among young people, whether made under a strict con

stitution or by common understanding or consent, will always exist,
and that young people, especially young men, will be best managed
and controlled through these organizations. In my own undergradu
ate days there was a strict regulation in the institution which I at

tended which prohibited any undergraduate from joining a college
secret society of any sort. We formed into groups then, however, as

college students do everywhere, and our literary societies, harmless as

they seemed, were quite as exclusive and restricted in their member

ship as is any Greek-letter society that I have known since.
It is because I have come to recognize this tendency of students to

break into groups as a natural and healthy one, that I believe in fra

ternities, and feel that our real problem is not how we may get rid of

them or even how we may restrict them, but how we may utilize them
to the best advantage, and how we may best help them to develop
their members.

My intimate experience with fraternities and fraternity men has
been almost exclusively in the University of Illinois which is my
alma mater and the institution in which all my experience as a

college instructor has occurred. Here I have been brought very
closely into contact %vith the thirty or more fraternities and clubs
which have houses about the campus, and I have a personal acquain
tance with most of the eight or nine hundred men who make up this

fraternity group. I have seen the interest which the officers of these
various organizations take in the development of the character and

scholarship of their members, and I have very often been disap
pointed at the results of these efforts. Although our fraternity men

come from the best high schools and pre]jaratory schools of Illinois
and of other states, we have never been able to say that the general
average of the scholarship of fraternity men is (juite as high as is that
of the other men of the institution outside of fraternities. I have

tried to discover a reason for this condition of affairs, and I believe

* Reprinted from Banta's Greek E.rchatige.
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that in the management and control of the freshman and sophomore
members of the fraternity may be found at least one cause for the
lack of initiative and self-reliance of many fraternity men, and so

a cause of weak character and of poor scholarship.
With us, as with many other institutions, I imagine, the control

of each fraternity lies almost exclusively with the upperclassmen and
not infrecjuently with the members of the senior class, or it may
even be with one or two members of the senior class. Underclassmen
are allowed little voice in the conduct of the chapter. Freshmen

especially are not expected to take any initiative in fraternity affairs,
and are not expected or allowed to express an opinion upon the
control or management of their own chapters. Usually the man

longest in the chapter, and this may quite likely be the weakest man,
is elected as its ruling head. Members are usually given very little

responsibility until they become seniors, and are quite often not ex

pected to take any. If the man at the head of the chapter happens
to be a strong man, this method of senior control works reasonably
well, but if the opposite is true the result is disastrous. I need not

go far for illustration. In one fraternity last year, a fraternity which
was well tow-ard the bottom of the list in character and scholarship,
there was at the head of the chapter a senior, good intentioned, but
weak, inefficient, and without influence among the men. He had
been elected simply because he was the oldest man in the chapter,
and not because he had fitness for the position. The fraternity went

rapidly down ; there was neither order nor control. When I dis
cussed the situation with one of the junior members�a strong
efficient fellow�he said, "We see the situation, and regret it very
much ; but what can we do ? We are only juniors, and we have no

right to interfere with the management of the seniors."
In two other cases I made the grave error recently of speaking

to junior or sophomore members of fraternities concerning condi
tions in their chapters which I thought needed correction. I was

later spoken to by the president of each organization who said to

me that if I wished to make any criticism upon the chapter I should
make it to him as president. And yet in each case the president
was indifferent and interested mainly in being at the head of his

organization, and not in assuming the responsibilities and the duties
of the office.

I believe that in general the treatment of underclassmen and

especially of freshmen is not such as to develop in them, initiative, self-
reliance, and the desire to bear responsibility. They are given so

little part in thinking and acting for themselves, they are treated
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so much as inferiors and as children, that many of them never get
over it, and never come to the point of assuming responsibility for

themselves or for the chapter as a wdiole. Freshmen are seldom ex

pected to have opinions or to take any but the most menial part in

bearing the responsibilities of chapter management.
Only last fall an upperclassman of one of the fraternities with

which I am well acquainted came to me for advice as to the treatment

of a freshman who seemed obstreperous, "What is the matter?" I

asked. "Well, he's fresh; he talks too much", was the reply, "What

about?" I asked. "Why," the upperclassman said, "he is constantly
offering suggestions and making criticisms of our methods ; and
the most annoying part of it is, he is usually right. But of course you
can see that we can never allow a freshman to tell us what we ought
to do, even if he is right." And yet, someway, I couldn't see it, and
I cannot yet, for that freshman has proved himself most efficiently
active in college affairs, and he has received the highest scholastic

average so far this year of any student in the fraternity. I have
the feeling that the chapter might very profitably allow him to

express some opinions as to its conduct.

The method of keeping freshmen under control by "tubbing" or

"paddling", the ordering of freshmen about as if they were inferiors
or without judgment, I believe in almost every case is bad and detri

mental to the development of independence and self-reliance in the

freshmen. I have never seen any permanent good come from regu
lations which prohibit underclassmen from smoking, or drinking or

going out, or from doing any objectionable thing whicli upperclass
men do with impunity.

"We send our freshmen to their rooms at half-past seven every

night", an indifferent upperclassman virtuously declared to me not

long ago, "And what do you do ?" 1 asked. I knew quite well that

he spent much of his time smoking in front of the cheerful grate
fire when lie should himself have been studying, while upstairs the

freshmen in their study rooms were enjoying themselves as best they
could. It all reminded me of a senior who was very fond of "Pall

Malls", but who thought it undesirable for his freshman brother to

indulge in cigarettes. Every evening '09 sent young '12 up to his

room to study while he remained in the living room to enjoy his cig
arette. Upstairs little brother was not engaged in solving algebraic
formulae as was supposed, but was quietly puffing away at his own

cigarette. There was no training for either of them in the procedure
excepting the training in deceit.

I talked only yesterday to a capable fraternity soi)homore who has
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drifted both intellectually and morally since he entered college, I
was urging him to pull himself together, to try to be something more

than commonplace. "Do you think you have ever been of any real

good to your fraternity?" I asked him. "I don't suppose so", he
replied, "I'm only a sophomore, and I have not yet had a chance to
do anything in the control and management of my fraternity," I
think it will not be hard to see that the system is wrong which allows
a student to be two years a member of an organization without making
him feel that he has any voice of responsibility in controlling or in

making it what it should be.

The system goes even farther than this. If perchance a sophomore
or a junior is initiated into a fraternity, even though he be a man

of judgment and experience, he is often made to submit to freshman

rules, and to come and go as he is directed by those who in many
cases are far less fit to direct and give orders than is he himself,
I have in mind now the case of a young fellow, sensitive, refined, and
socially experienced, whose feelings were tortured, and whose college
work was ruined by the corrections and criticisms of his manners

and social conduct by a senior whose social experience had been

very limited, and whose standards of social etiquette were at best
crude. It might not be so bad, perhaps, if these infantile methods
were practiced in private, but, on the contrary, upperclassmen too

often seem to feel that the greatest benefit will come to the freshman
from correcting him without reserve, as an irritable parent might
correct a naughty child, before his friends and the whole chapter.
This sort of public "bawling out" may silence the freshman, but it
seldom appeals to his sense of justice, and it seldom permanently
reforms him. It often rather confirms him in his errors and drives
him secretly to practice the habit for which he has been openly
corrected and humiliated. A private, quiet, brotherly talk as one

man fo another would usually result in a very different attitude.

My whole observation of the system which I have here been at

tempting to illustrate, is that its effect upon underclassmen is bad,
and since underclassmen often finally develop into upperclassmen,
the effect upon the whole fraternity is bad. If responsibility is

not given to the man when he first enters the chapter, if his

thinking is done for him, if he is treated as an inferior and a child,
it will often later be difficult to put responsibility upon him and have
him assume it. It will in many cases be impossible to do so. In the
business of undergraduate college life more than in any other business
that I am familiar with, the habits of life, the conduct, the initiative
which a student develops during the first year and usually during
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the first semester, are those which cling to him during the whole
of his college course. He cannot be free from responsibility for
half or three-fourths of his college life, and then drop into it

naturally and effectively. Because he is kept from it so long is, I
believe, one of the main causes for our having so many weak, inefficient
fraternity seniors who are willing to hold office or be at the head of
affairs, but who are not capable of real, strong, efficient leadership,
I do not wish to be understood as advocating the theory that under

classmen should be on an equality with the upperclassmen in a frater

nity. Other things being equal, the upperclassmen should rule;
their two or three added years, and their greater experience gives them
the right to do so. My contention is that far too great a distinction
is made between the freshman and the senior. If the freshman is
to be developed as he should be, he should be treated as an intelligent
adult and not as a child ; he should become at once a real part of
the fraternity and should be heard as are other members, and his
advice followed if it is good. He should be persuaded as a reasonable

being, not coerced like a refractory truant child. If he is sent up
stairs to study some one should go with him to show him how it may
best be done. If there are habits of life which it is not well for him
to form, then it is easily shown that it is not helpful for upperclass
men to indulge in them. The fraternity is to be a brotherhood, not
an autocracy. There is at most too little difference between the ages
and experiences of freshmen and seniors to make the distinctions that
are usually made, and no one sees the injustice of these distinctions
more than does the freshman.

A large per cent of the benefit which comes from a college training,
I believe, is found in the opportunity which the student gets for in

dependent action, for developing self-reliance, for taking personal
responsibility, and for working out his own problems. I have fre

quently observed that the student \vho lives at home while going to

college loses very much of this training in self-reliance, and is

usually on this account a weaker student. The reason, is of course,

that his parents oversee his actions, think for him, and rob him of

initiative. As I observe fraternity life I am afraid it is too often

furnishing this weakening sort of home life for its underclassmen
and the result is showing in weakened character, and poor scholastic

standing. Because he is not allowed to be a leader in any form of

fraternity management, he grows to expect to be directed�to be told
when to study and %vhen to go to bed ; when to get up and when to

go to class ; what to do and what to refrain from doing. The result
is that he remains an irresponsible, indifferent child, who feels that
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until he becomes a senior there is very little for him to do either in

college or in his fraternity ; and when he becomes a senior it is

often too late for him to change his lazy, shiftless ways,
I believe the remedy lies in treating the underclassmen more as

equals than has been done in the past ; in giving them greater
responsibility, and more voice in the control of the fraternity ; in

working with them rather than upon them, or setting for them

moral and scholastic examples which it is healthy and safe for them to

follow, and in acting toward them generally as if they were men.



ALPHA SIGMA PHI IN THE GREEK PRESS

"Alpha Sigm.^v Phi Redivivus"

A 2 '4> has had the most remarkable history of any college fraternity. It
was founded, as a sophomore society at Yale in 1845, and, during the ne.xt

twenty years, established chapters at Harvard, Amherst, Marietta (Ohio) and
Ohio Wesleyan, but in 1865 all except the Marietta chapter had ceased to exist.
That chapter has continued uninterruptedly, and for over forty years it
was the only chapter. It is the tie that binds the new fraternity with its
old traditions. In 1907, A 2 <J> arose, Phoenix like, at Yale, and since then
it has reestablished all of its dormant chapters (though the chapter at Amherst
was not revived at Amherst College but at Massachusetts Agricultural College).
and has established chapters at Cornell, Columbia and Ohio State Universities
and the Universities of Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Nebraska, California and

Washington, so that it now has fourteen chapters and is growing apace.
Its last convention was held in New York City last September, From the

A 2 4" Tomahawk we learn that the convention elected, as Grand Senior
President of the fraternity, Andrew D. White, Yale '53, formerly President

of Cornell University. The Tomahawk says of him : "In the fall of 1850
he entered the sophomore class at Yale, and during his stay there became

successively a member of A 2 �I>, �>!' T and Skull and Bones." Mr. White,
in spite of the weight of 81 years, was present at the convention, and at the

banquet spoke on "the importance of multiplying chapters of A 2 4>." The
retiring Grand Senior President, Colonel Homer B. Sprague, Yale '52, former
President of the University of North Dakota, spoke in approval of Mr.

White's advice about extension, and also urged "the need of faculty members.'"
He said that in many localities A 2 <I>'s "efficiency may perhaps be enhanced

by taking into membership excellent members of the faculty, thus obtainins'
the benefit of their advice and experience." He went further and advocated
the making of "a multitude of honorary members," and exclaimed : "What an

unspeakable boon to them ! What an honor and inspiration to the beneficent

chapter!'' The following clipped from the speech of A. D, Follett, Marietta

'76, Past Grand Senior President, is suggestive:
From the time I entered Alpha Sigma Phi the Sig prayer meeting has existed,

I believe there are young Delta Sigs here present, who have heard the old men tell
how much they owed to the old Sig prayer meetings. These were not occasions for
either love-fests or for third degree sessions, but they were occasions when a brother
who had committed an offense, or who was in danger of committing an error, was

talked to and advised by his fraternity brothers. .'Kny offense committed by a

brother degrades him and degrades his fraternity. I think I have never heard
siicii appeals to the better side of man as I have heard in those "prayer meetings."
I trust we may have throughout the length and breadth of the land, where Sig
chapters are located, a "Sig prayer meeting" whenever it is necessary. They are

honest attempts to guide the footsteps of a brother back into the path from which
he has strayed.

This A 2 4> "prayer meeting" is somewhat like the "moss scraping" prac
tice which prevails in the Miami, Ohio Wesleyan and other chapters of

4> A e. At the .\ 2 <J> convention a petition from the national secretary of

ONE was presented. The Tomahawk says: "The ])etition requested that

A 2 <I> remove its national ban on G N E, This request the convention re

fused and the motion was carried 'that this convention go on record as being
in favor of the exclusion of members of A 2 <l> from 6 N E, this not to be

retroactive.' "
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We note that the Garnet and White, the organ of A X P, a young fra
ternity with about as many chapters as A 2 4>, disapproves of the admission
of honorary members, saying : "A 2 * in authorizing the initiation of faculty
members has departed from the present almost universally established custom

among college fraternities of discouraging or forbidding the reception of
honorary members."�Scroll of >!> A 0.

We reprint a somewhat lengthy discourse from the exchange
columns of the Garnet and White of A X P which explains itself.
No comment is necessary, other than to state that, in spite of the
evident alarm on the part of the editors of the Garnet and White
that A 2 <I> "has departed from the present almost universally es

tablished custom among college fraternities", we have no regret to
find with the present practice of admitting faculty members. The
immeasurable good resulting from this practice, now in its third year,
has more than justified this rather vague charge of breach of tra
dition,

"Honorary Members�A Stateme.n't an'ii an Explanation."

We take pleasure in giving iiublicity to the following communication,
which we have received :

"On page 120 of your Garnet and Wliite, November, 1913 issue, you have a
statement regarding this Fraternity [Alpha Sigma Phi] 'initiating faculty members,
?" u- 1^? P"'^"^'^ *''�� ^" almost universally established custom of discouraging or
forbidding the reception of honorary members.' �

"I sincerely object to such a statement being published in this connection for
the reason that these faculty members are not honorary members and have none of
their characteristics whatever. They are men who must be members of the Facultyof the institution, but cannot be members of any other Greek-letter fraternityThey are duly mitiated and have every right that an active member has in the
Chapter and in the Fraternity as well. They may hold office in the Chapter if
the boys so desire. Such men are certainly not in any way honorary, and I seriouslyobject to any such characterization of them.
"I trust that you will correct the impression that you have published broadcast

in the same way in which you originally published it.
"Yours very truly.

(Signed) "Wayne M. Musgrave,"
(Grand Junior President.)

From this letter two truths may obviously be deduced: (i) That Alpha
Sigma Phi initiates Faculty members who are not undergraduates; and (2)
That Alpha Sigma Phi does not call such members "Honorary" or wish so

to designate them. Now it matters very little whether Faculty members are

called by Alpha Sigma Phi "honorary" or "active" or anything else. The
fact remains that such members are not initiated as undergraduates and that
from their very position and age they cannot take exactly the same active
part in Resident Chapters as do bona fide undergraduate members. No matter
what Alpha Sigma Phi calls them, they are certainly "honorary" in the sense

in which Mr. Baird has employed the word in his Manual of American College
Fraternities. Mr. Baird explains (p. 14) :

"Many fraternities have elected and initiated members who were not undergrad
uates, and, in some instances, not college men at all These are termed 'honorary'
members and in this work the term is applied to all who were not elected or initiated
while undergraduate students into a fraternity or into a local society of the same general
nature which afterwards became merged into a fraternity In some instances
public men have been elected honorary members for the notoriety conferred upon the
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fraternities by the addition of their names. Elections of this class of members have
been generally discontinued, and in most fraternities prohibited."

That is precisely the way in which we ventured to apply the word "honorary"
to the Faculty Active members now initiated by Alpha Sigma Phi, and we still

believe that authoritative usage sanctions our application. We, therefore, cannot
retract our former statement, which seems to be eminently truthful and fair :

"Alpha Sigma Phi, in authorizing the initiation of faculty members, has

departed from the present almost universally established custom among college
fraternities of discouraging or forbidding the reception of honorary mem

bers."

"Old-Tim ERS in Harness"

Probably no other fraternitj- can boast of the record of Alpha Sigma Phi,
a small Easterner, in retaining in active harness its veteran members. At
the recent convention of that fraternity in New York City, Col. Homer Baxter

Sprague (A '52) was succeeded as President by Andrew Dickson White

(-^ '53)' Both of these men are over eighty years of age.�Journal of K A

(So.)
With nine of her fourteen chapters located west of Pittsburgh,

and five of her six Grand Officers born and raised in similar territory,
we beg to take exception to the word "Easterner" as applied to

A 5 *. Furthermore, six of her eight national conventions have
been held in the states of Ohio, Illinois and Michigan, with California

designated for the honor in 1915. AS* lays no claim to either
an eastern or western appellation�but to a national one.



CHAPTER REPORTS

The editor has been favored with the recently published annual

reports of Alpha and Epsilon. These reports, we understand, have

been sent to the respective alumni of these two chapters, the intent

being to make them serve as a kind of supplement to the pages of the
ToM.'\H.\WK. Zeta and Eta have acted along similar lines for the

past two years.
We consider the idea a splendid one. It serves as a medium to

communicate to the chapter's alumni news of particular interest to

them alone�news which cannot well appear in the Tom.'\h.'\wk.
This is particularly true of the organ published by Alpha, called
'H "AXq/a 'EirtaToXr,. It is a well-edited review, and contains a thor

ough account of the chapter's finances for the past two years, in

cluding the present financial indebtedness of various alumni to the

chapter. In addition, there are reports by the outgoing secretary-
treasurer of the chapter's Board of Trustees (Brother Wayne M.

Musgrave, A '09 Law) and by the chapter's alumni secretary (Brother
Cleaveland J. Rice, A '09, '12 Law),

The Epsilon News, on the other hand, breathes more of the chap
ter house atmosphere. It contains accounts of the chapter's mid

year initiation and banquet, of the college honors secured by active

Sigs at Wesleyan, and a cheerful editorial entitled "Greetings !",
addressed to the alumni. While 'H "AX9a 'ETiiaxoXi^ excels in state

ments of financial statistics, the Epsilon Neivs more than holds its
own when it comes to "chapter house atmosphere".

While the maiden efforts of these two chapters deserve most fav
orable comment, we believe there is room for improvement. (No
doubt, but that this will be achieved in the course of time). We
think the value of the Epsilon News could be considerably enhanced

by devoting a column or so to the chapter's financial status, and by
publishing one or two half-tone cuts of the active members. On the

other hand, we regret that 'H "AXipa 'EtviutoXi^ contains none of the

above-referred to "chapter house atmosphere". This omission, we

are told, is due to the inability of the compilers to sufficiently interest
the active members. Brothers Rice and Musgrave, no doubt, would
have preferred to have had more effective cooperation. However,
their work is of a creditable nature, and they deserve much thanks

for their pains from all members of Alpha.
We trust the other chapters will follow this precedent established

by Zeta, Eta, Alpha and Epsilon in publishing annual reports. And
we further trust they will not neglect to send a copy to the editor.



EDITORIALS

Toleration

A great lesson that every man entering a Greek-letter society
lias to learn, or at least should learn, is that of being tolerant.
Some of us, we fear, never learn it. We are too selfish. We
are too hasty in our judgments. And in consequence we miss
much of the real meaning of college life ; lose much of true fra

ternity. To be tolerant one must respect the other fellow's
opinions, feelings and ideals. It often liappens that one's own

ideas do not coincide with someone else's. Right away there are

those among us wlio refuse to show any tolerance at all. The
other fellow is wholly wrong�and we refuse to accept his ideas
or any part of them.

What a foolish thing it i.s�and so useless. And just so

surely as one sows tlie wind of intolerance, just so surely does
he reap the whirlwind. It is inevitable.

Fortunately many fraternity men, consciously or uncon

sciously, come to look at matters from the other man's viewpoint
as well as from their own. The fraternity, as an organization,
does much to help men do tliis. By living together, in brotherly
love, under the chapter house roof men are disciplined to tliink
of others besides themselves. In doing this the fraternity per
forms a great social service�and confers a blessing which is

priceless.
There are men, however, upon whom this lesson of being

tolerant seems to have no appeal. They go their own sweet way
and refuse to heed precept or practice. If their eyes were

only open they would quickly see that they were being tolerated
by their fellows. How sad it is tliat some men do not see until
it is too late! Which class are you in.'' Be fair. Ask yourself
the question !

Be tolerant. Give the other fellow credit for his views. Often
he is right and you are wrong, and if he is wrong, be tolerant
and show him tactfully wlierein his reasoning is at fault. The
intentions of men, almost without exception, are good. They
mean to do tho right thing. And particularly is this true of

college, where ideals are so high, where youth, forever optimistic,
forever fearless, looks out of clear eyes and gives words to

thoughts which are good and noble in their intent. Be tol
erant. Go back of what the other feUow says to what he is
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really feeling, to what he is really thinking, and you'll find, most
often, that what is really meant is only good�and with which
you are really in accord.
We remember that the lesson of tolerance was taught us, for

the most part, by the "Old Gal." In our chapter house we

had a man who taught it by practice. We think he was one of
the noblest men we shall ever meet. He could always see the
other fellow's point of view and respect it at its face value. He
saw to the heart of things�and understood. We recollect how,
in our childish days in the fraternity, we failed to see the other
fellow's side and thought he was all wrong and that he meant

wrong. And then we'd go and tell the man 'about it�and
gently and tactfully he'd take away our anger and suddenly
everything would be as plain as day. If the Old Gal had never

done a single other thing for us but to allow^ us to be a brother
of that wonderful man we could never repay the debt. And
yet it was only one. But we shall never forget. We learned
our lesson and oh ! how much it has helped us ever since. And
because of it, because of what it has meant to us, we pen these
words�with a hope.

* * * *

Westward Expansion

The writer of the article in the Delta Upsilon Quarterly, re
printed in full in the last issue of the Tomahawk, on the
subject of westward expansion for fraternities, is quite evi

dently not only a careful observer, but a discriminating one as

well. His points are well taken and his conclusions entirely
logical. Nor is he content to deal with theory. Rather he
presents figures to substantiate his claims. We quite agree with
what he says. Indeed we are only surprised to find him so

modest and so conservative in his statements, for really he

only puts the situation mildly. He might have made his presen
tation much stronger and still been within the circle of positive
knowledge. But that is another story.
Horace Greely's oft-quoted remark, "Go West, young man,"

might well be paraphrased, "Go West, young fraternity". As
John Quincy Adams truly said, "Westward the star of empire
takes its way". Our own East is conservative, traditional,
institutional. And quite naturally. It was settled first, and
around it has been built the wall of convention, the barrier of

dignified reserve. It is slow to welcome newcomers and innova-
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tions. Tlierc is too mucli of the "old family" spirit� the "red

tape" procedure, the traditional atmosphere. All of wliich, we
point out, is very natural. The history of every civilization
shows the same general principle. Not that we are pointing to

this country, for instance, as we would point to Greece or to

Rome, but to the underlying principle which is tlie same.

This conservatism is always ultimately overthrown or stim
ulated by an influx of new blood. And the frontiers always
furnish it�the West. Again, we do not mean to compare this

country as a whole civilization because it is not that, for we

should have to consider then the whole English speaking race.

But we do say, once more, that the principle is the same.

This new blood, these new ideas, tlicn, are bound to come from
the West. For tliere is the wider life�there is the greater
operation: there is the broader fellowship�and there is the
vision. Vision, mind you, is what makes the world progress.
In these days of reform and revision, have you noticed

where the feeling of unrest, the spirit of rebirtli, the cry
for change have had their origin. It's the West. Ours is a

democracy�and the open, visionary and frontier-like West is

giving moaning to "The New Freedom," though the phrase
itself was born in the East. And so the new birth of fraternities
must come through the western blood. We in the East have
become too ritualized, too formal, too hide-bound.
Have you over noticed in a thinking way, just whore the seat

of anti-fraternity legislation is,'' You probably never hap
pened to think of it in that way ! The answer is, of course, the
West ! Have you ever hoard of any legislation proposed against
established Greek-letter college societies along tho eastern sea-

coast.'' Not mucli. And this is not merely a coincidence. The
western spirit of the new and greater freedom lias rebelled at
the fraternity in just the same way it has robolled at other in
stitutions. Wo must be becoming too "set in our ways" ; too

literal in our thinking ; too traditional in our manners.

A S $ is fortunate in being one of tlio leaders in the west-
\vard movement. We have assimilated a lot of fresh blood,
now ideas and democratic ideals through our addition of great,
growing cliapters westward to the coast. But this is not a

question of one fraternity. It is not such a selfish view-point
as that. Otherwise wo would not write this in tho way w^e do.
It is a broad question whicli involves all Greek-letter societies.
It is a matter of reform for fraternities as a whole. We have
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gotten too far away from first ideals, partly through our own

faults and partly through circumstances over which we had
no control. Now, as we have pointed out before, we must ally
ourselves with the universities and colleges in some more fun
damental manner than mere social relationship.
Westward expansion is one way to help matters. It will give

the now democracy a real idea of what we are�and a chance
to infuse some of their progressive ideas into an organization
that has ceased to grow as it should. It will be a good "melt-

in^' pot" out of which sliould come real good in tho form of a

fraternity with a bigger constructive force and a broader
vision.

According to some of tho greatest students of modeim educa
tion the state-endowed university is to be tho big medium of the
future. Supported by the state and offering equal opportunity
to acquire training and knowledge to the sons and daugliters of
its environs, at an exceedingly reasonable outlay of money, the

growth of this kind of higher educational school, has been tre
mendous. There is no doubting the meaning and significance
behind it�nor the part it will play in the future.
In ihost of these state universities the possibilities for fra

ternity connections are exceedingly favorable, since conditions
and circumstances, in most cases, offer exceptional opportuni
ty. The field is decidedly fertile. The Greek-letter society has
here a wonderful chance to find itself�to place itself once more

on a firm foundation. It is a matter of importance, far more so

than many are inclined to believe. We advocate general co

operation to this effect. As for A 2 $, sho has had tlie vision
to see the light before some of her less fortunate sisters�

but she should not be content to stand still. There is much work
ahead. There should bo no resting on oars.

* * * *

Co-operation

Let us say at the outset that we are firm believers in co-op
eration between Greek-letter societies. We have boon laughed to

scorn in tlie past by individual members of other fraternities,
for, according to them, "are not all fraternities secret societies,
and apart from and opposed to each other.'"' That was, in sub
stance, the theme of their argument. In spite of its foolishness,
it has been, and is still, largely entertained. Thougli, in pass-
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ing, it is pleasing to note that there are evidences of a little
real vision creeping into Groek-lettor societies.
Within the past month the fraternities at two great uni

versities, east and west, in this country have come together and
agreed on a plan of co-operation for mutual benefit. In the
East there was a terrific fight at first and apparently every
thing had fallen through. But finally some of the thinking men

prevailed�and the result was that other meetings wore held
which ended in a satisfactory programme of co-oporation being
drawn up.
It is almost inconceivable, in these days of enlightenment,

that Greek-letter societies should persist in fighting each other.
It is so absurd that it's ridiculous. It is a sure sign that the
fraternities liavo become too institutional, too conservative, too
formal. And right here, in connection with our editorial in
this issue on "Westward Expansion", it is interesting to note
that in tho East there was a big figlit when tiio fraternities tried
to get togctlier, but that in the West they had no such trouble.
The Greek-letter societies aro now being "antied against" as

tlio Irishman miglit put it. It behooves them, tliorofore, to
stand together for protection, if for nothing else. Any person
with an iota of intelligence would reason that way. But tra
dition and prejudice are so strong that tho Greek-letter societies
�or many of thoir members at least�cannot see this, though
everybody olso can.

The Grook-lottor societies ought to take a few lessons from
business. Nowhere is competition keener than in the business
world. Yet business mon today are co-oporating�though thev
arc competitors. They got together and advertise tlio industry
as a whole.

One groat manufacturer of tar roofing preaches tho benefit
of tar roofs in his advertising. Every maker of tar roofs
profits by it. And tho manufacturer, himself, gets liis .share of
the increase. Years ago sucli a tiling would not have been pos
sible. And, too, now when an improvcmont in methods is found
by a manufacturer lie gives it to the trade so that tho whole
trade profits by it. In this respect wo aro far ahead of our
European neighbors. Thoy never lot loose of any ideas they
get�they koop thom trade secrets. And the result is that
industry as a whole is far loss advanced in Europe. This is
particularly true of refrigeration. We aro twenty years ahead
of Europe in this.
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The fraternities should get together. Let's tell the truth
about ourselves. Let's acquaint the public with the facts. It
will show them that we have faith in our own works, confidence
in our own position and it will look infinitely better coming
from ourselves, freely, than under duress of agitation from
those who, themselves, are not acquainted with the facts in
the case. We aro not culprits. We aro no Boss Tweed Gang
banded together to black-ball the all-American college youth.
We are not a society for the Schooling of Snobs. We are not
a League for the Absorption of Alcoholic Beverages. We hold
no brief for a Caste System in Collogos, So why not co-operate.^
Why not modernize ourselves. Why not let the truth be known
-�at the source.? Only foolish prejudices and Dark Ages tra
dition seem to prevent. It's time to wake up! We are sup
posed to be "rising young men." For goodness's sake let's rise.
When somebody taps us on the head it's ridiculous to answer

"Nobody home I"
* * * *



WITHIN THE MYSTIC CIRCLE

Chapter letters for the July number are due in the hands of the Associate

Editor, William C. Mullendore, 1315 Hill St., Ann Arbor, Mich., by .hine 10,

'9'4-

Epsilon has sent in the best chapter letter for this issue, with Xu the

second choice.

Herewith is a list of suggestions which the editors trust the chajiter cor

respondents will make it a point to observe.
I, All chapter letters should be typewritten and double spaced.
2. More attention should be paid to proper paragraphing.
3. In referring to any .Sig or pledge, always give his first name and middle

initial, and designate his class. In addition, in announcing the names of ini

tiates and pledges, state where the men come from.

4. Subordinate and condense all items which are (from a standpoint of
general news interest) of minor importance,�such as gossij) within the chap
ter house, jokes relating to members, etc.

.=;. Retain a carbon copy of each chapter letter written. Then, when the
Tomahawk arrives, compare the original letter with the one in print. Thus,
it can be readily ascertained what the editors have changed or eliminated,

6. Make it a particular point to record visits from the chapter's alumni
an<l from members of other chapters of the fraternity.

7. Compose chapter letters some time before they are due ; and to this end

keep a note-book or memorandum for jotting down items as they occur.

8. Give all the information available as regards scholarship, new rules of
conduct in the chapter house, internal regulation of study hours, and like items
which will prove of interest to the other chapters of the fraternity.

(). Above .all, do not be backward in chronicling the achievements of other
Greek-letter organizations at your institution. When such-and-such a frater

nity or sorority attains the highest scholarship average, or procures a new

home, etc., incorporate it in the chapter letter,�especially, if the item appears
to be of any news value to the Tom.'vhawk,

Alph.\ Chapter, Vale University, New Haven, Conn.

Since the last letter to the Tom.ahawk and up to April 1,
Alpha Chapter has initiated ten candidates. They are George Gur
don Van Tuyl, '15 S, of New Haven; Huestis (Jeorge Sincerbeaux,
'16 S, of Auburn, N. V.; John Alexander Prior, '16 S, of Mossup,
Conn,; Cyrus (iriffin Martin, '16 S, of Chattanooga, Tenn.; Wil

liam Hyslop Houghton, '16 S. of Ansonia, Conn.; Norman Bodin

Pilling, '15 S, of Waterbury. Conn.; Kenneth Boit Haines, '16 S,
of New York City; and Raymond Kimball Hyde, '16 S, of New
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Haven. These new members are all men of high standard, and we

consider them a valuable addition to our roll of membership. They
will all be here at least two years more; and by their acquisition
the number of Sheff men is completed to make possible and certain
the renting of the house at 352 Temple Street, which we have been

making efforts for some time to consummate. Men in the Academic

Department of the University have never been allowed to live out

side of the dormitories except in a few cases. So it was necessary to

get enough Sheff men to make up the required number to sign for
the house mentioned in order to enter into it next Fall. This has
now been successful as stated, and next year, beside the Tomb on

Prospect Street, we will have another meeting place, which, unlike
the Tomb, can be used for smokers for candidates, dances, and all
kinds of social meetings. It will be organized with house rules as

a club in which all the members of the chapter will be members, resi
dent or otherwise.

The annual banquet of Alpha Chapter was held in the Palm
Room of the Hotel Taft on the evening of March 28. Brother
Randall came down from Beta, Brother Harold Brewer from Gamma,
and Brother Curran from Columbia. Brother Musgrave was unable
to be present. This was a matter of general regret because "Muzzy"
usually come up here on these occasions and makes us a crackerjack
speech. Brother Robert K. Warner was toastmaster, and the speeches
were all good. Brother Arthur C. Walworth, (A '66) of Boston,
who made a speech, attended Yale when the Civil War commenced.
He seemed to have plenty of "pep", and told us of some things at

Yale in the early days which are certainly not in evidence now.

Harry Talcott '08 came on from South Bend, and sprang a sur

prise on us in the shape of an announcement. He is to be married
this Spring to Miss Fannie Coulson Squires of South Bend, who is

a sister of Brother Arthur Squires '10, with whom Harry is en

gaged in business in Indiana. We congratulated Brother Talcott in

the appropriate way, and wished him all kinds of happiness.
Our annual dance will be held at the Lawn Club, New Haven,

the twenty-ninth of May, which comes on Friday night. It is sched

uled to last till five a. m., so we anticipate a pretty good time.
Park Smith.

Beta Chapter, Harvard University, Cambridge^ Mass.

Scarcely had we returned from the Christmas vacation, \vhen the

Crimson (the University daily paper) in notes of dire warning
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brought to our attention the rapid approach of the mid-year examina
tions. They came, they saw, they almost conquered, at least, so

say some of the brothers in narrating their experiences incident to

these intellectual prize fights. But now that those strenuous few

weeks are matters of ancient history, we are gradually settling down to

the simple life.
For the past month we have been holding a series of smokers for

the purpose of entertaining available candidates, and in accomplish
ing this result they have all been uniformly successful. The last

was undoubtedly from every point of view the best that we've had

this college year. Much of the success was no doubt due to the ex

cellent management of the cuisine under the direction of Brothers

Curtis and Randall, who favored us with their newly patented
"shrimp wiggle". But we must not forget the one-act play written

and staged by Brothers Day, Gardner, and Trafford, and which had

its opening as well as closing night on this occasion. In all we en

tertained about twelve prospective candidates, and hope to take action

on them next \veek.
Since our last letter we have initiated two new Sigs, Brothers

Addison Leman Gardner, Jr., '17, of Oak Park. 111., and Herman

Ralph Sauers '16 of Pittsburgh, Pa. Both ha\-e excellent prep
school records, and we expect much from them.

On March 7 we held our first annual baiujuet at the New Amer

ican House, Boston, at which we were fortunate in having with us

Col. Homer B. Sprague, {.\ '52), Past (jrand Senior President, as

well as delegates from the neighboring chapters. Brother Sprague
favored us with interesting and instructive remarks regarding the

early days of Sigdom, while Brothers Harrison F, MacNeish of

Alpha, Leon E. Smith and J. W. Noyes of Gamma, and A. D. Tre
nor of Lambda outlined the present conditions and future prospects
of their respective chapters. Brother Feezer served as toastmaster and

proved his ability beyond a reasonable doubt. Considering that this
was our first affair of this sort, we consider ourselves fortunate in
that the banquet was so successful. Next year, benefiting by this

year's experience, we hope to go into things on a larger scale.
The election of officers for this term resulted as follows:�

H. S. P.. Lester W. Feezer; H. J. P., Jay T. Cooper: H. S., Charles
A. Trafford, Jr.; H. C. S., Erskine Maiden, Jr.; H, E., Donald
J, Lynn; H. M., William Mason; and H. C, Harold H, Brodeur.

Erskine M.mdex, Jr.
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Gamma Chapter^ Massachusetts Agricultural College,
AmhersTj Mass.

It is certainly a disgrace to Spring when her fair name is linked
with that of New- England. A daily snowstorm is quite the custom

around Amherst, and the last of March still sees ice a foot thick on

the campus pond.
Despite the desperate attempt of the weather man to break up our

Prom festivities with one of the biggest snowstorms of the year, the
most successful house party ever held at the fraternity house took

place at Junior Prom, February 15. A good number of the brothers

attended, and even the seniors declared it the best ever. (And it has
to be pretty good to have a 1914 man admit that a 1915 affair is

even passing.) Brother and Mrs. Lew Walker, '05, ably assisted by
the young heir of the Walker family, made splendid house chaperons
for the event.

A recent innovation in the form of Sunday night feeds at the

house for all the members of the chapter has proved a success in

every way. These "get-together" affairs are productive of great Sig
spirit, besides serving to satisfy the inner man. The entertainments

following these feeds have been original, to say the least, and the

flashlights taken of the bunch at this time would cause many a fond

parent to look twice for the face of his offspring. Needless to say,
these feeds will be continued. A pool tournament is in progress, one

feature of which is that it runs both ways, thus distinguishing both

the worst and the best of us. Brother "Bob" F!rost '15 is the rul

ing favorite for first place in this contest, and no one seems philan
thropic enough to wager against "Frosty".

Brother "Dutch" Schlotterbeck's broken leg is mending slowly,
and he will doubtless soon be able to make good his threats to get even
with those of the brothers who have been "kidding" him since he

has been disabled. We have been unfortunate in losing several mem

bers of the two lower classes either from studies or illness, but trust

they will be with us another year.
Several alumni have been initiated lately, of which fact mention

is made in another department of the "Tommy", and every month sees

a larger number of Gamma's alumni enrolled as Sigs. Brothers

Bishop '82, Parker '91, Gilbert '04, Webb '09, Burke '10, Hosmer

'10, and Kilbourne ex-' 14 have dropped in at the house recently.
Brother Dean Ricker '16 has been elected one of the two assis

tant managers of the 'varsity track, and Brother Tim Wilcox '16 holds

a similar position in 'varsity hockey of which the scribe is manager.
Brother "Herb" Bishop '16 is assistant manager of 'varsity tennis. In
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this respect we are particularly fortunate, having annexed more man

agerial positions on athletic teams than any other fraternity in col

lege. .Sig candidates for the 'varsity baseball team include Brother

Harold Brewer, a three letter man in baseball, Dean Ricker and
Tim Wilcox '16�both members of last year's freshman nine�and
"Em" Crayson '17. Prospects look bright for a winning team.

Brothers Earle Draper and George Hall '15 and Ed Perry '16 are

candidates for the 'varsity tennis team, the first two being men of

'varsity experience. In the recent College Signal elections two A 2 $

men were elected to the board of this weekly newspaper. Brother
Fred Gioiossa '16 being Campus Editor, and Brother Birger Rose

quist '17, circulation manager. This gives us a man from each class

on the board. In a recent vaudeville show given at the college
Brothers Harry Nissen, Frank Clegg '14 and Tim Wilcox '16 took

prominent parts. During the present Spring vacation the M. A. C.
Musical Clubs are touring New York and New Jersey, Those Sigs
making the trip are Brothers Frank Clegg '14, leader of the glee
club. Brother "Ted" Nicolet '14, orchestra, and Brothers Ed Towne

and Elden Moberg '15, glee club. In interclass sports, basket ball
has occupied its usual important place. Gamma Chapter has had
at least one member on each class team, the two odd classmen being
captains of their respective teams. Brothers Leon Smith and Har

old Brewer '14, "Bob" Frost '15, Ed Perry '16. and "Em" Grayson
'17 have places in all the interclass contests.

Election of officers for the present semester was held in January:
H. S. P., Arthur Somerville Tupper '14; H. J. P., Tell William
Nicolet '14; H. E.. Harry Nissen '14; H. S., Edwin Chester Towne

'15; H, C. S., Robert Theodore Frost '15; H. M.. Frank Jackson
Clegg '14; H. C, and Dean, Albert Ricker '16. The H. S. P.,
H. J. P. and H. E, form the Prudential Committee.

We again urge any Sigs who may wander in the vicinity of
Amherst to investigate our hospitality and trust that we may see

many of them in June, as Massachusetts does not close until tbe
middle of that month,

Earle S. Draper.

Delta Chapter, Marietta College, Marietta, Ohio

Spring is supposed to be here, and we had fully intended to go
to a baseball game this afternoon ; but the weather man has decided
to give us a little more Winter, so there is nothing else to do but
write another chapter letter for "Mullie".
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The London team of the Canadian Baseball League is training
here with the college team, and the two teams are scheduled for an

exhibition series of seven games. Brother Frank Sutton '15 is cap
tain of the team this year and Brother "Irish" White is doing the
coaching. The team is deriving much benefit from the coaching of
"Doc" Reisling, the manager of the London team, who formerly
pitched for the Washington Americans and also for the Brooklyn
Nationals. We all have visions of winning from Ohio University
and Ohio State, two of our hardest home games.

But, to come back to more ancient history, we must tell something
about basket ball. The team played twelve games, nine of which
were played away from home. We won four games and the re

maining eight were lost by a total of twenty-three points. Thus,
we scored fifty points more than our opponents during the season.

Six 'varsity letters were awarded, five of which were won by Sigs:�
Captain Sutton '15, Humphrey '15, S. Boggess '16, D. Boggess '16,
and Manager McCaw '14. Miller '16 and Meister '17 played in
most- of the games. Brother Freshour ' 1 5 was recently elected man

ager of the team for next year. The captaincy went to Norman
Hinman, who is rated as one of the best guards in Ohio and who

formerly played with the University of Wisconsin, where he became
a member of Sigma Phi fraternity.

The basket ball team made a trip to Pittsburgh, and during a

stopover in Wheeling, W. Va., we were glad to call on Brother

Roy B. Naylor (A '92). Brother Naylor is secretary of the West
Virginia Board of Trade, and he has since favored us with an ex

cellent photograph of himself. Let this be a gentle reminder to all
Delta alumni to get busy and contribute to our collection, which in
cludes the pictures of nearly two hundred Delta Sigs.

While in Pittsburgh we were glad to meet Brothers Malcolm
H. Bissell (A '11 S) and Arthur VanDyck (A '11 S). We also
saw much of Ross Altvater (A '13) and "Nick" Carter (A '16-ex.),
who are located in Pittsburgh.

At the annual Athletic Carnival held in the college gymnasium
on March 6, the feature of the evening was a fraternity relay race,
which was easily won by the A 2 4> team. The track team easily
defeated Ohio University by a score of 55 to 38 in an indoor meet

held at Athens several weeks later. Captain Freshour '15 distin

guished himself by taking first place in three events, while firsts were

also won by Brothers White '14, Rowland '16, and Pond '17.
The annual "Mothers' Day" of the chapter was observed on Feb

ruary 23, and the affair was a complete success in every respect, to
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put it mildly. Some of the brothers declared it the most successful
"Mothers' Day" on record. About a dozen mothers spent the after
noon and evening at the house, and at seven o'clock thirty enthusias

tic Sigs and twelve no less enthusiastic Sig mothers sat down to one

of those ever-to-be-remembered "Mothers' Day" feeds. The day was

brought to a fitting close by an old-time Sig "song fest", when the
mothers demonstrated that they could become just as much enthused
as their sons.

On March 27 the basket ball team of the Rayen School of

Youngstown, Ohio, played a championship game against the Mari
etta High School team in the college gymnasium. We entertained
the Rayen team at the house during their stay in Marietta, and in
the evening after the game we held an informal "smoker-reception"
in their honor. Several of the members of the college and high
school faculties were present, and with good cigars, good "eats",
and "not-so-good" music, everybody seemed to have a mighty good
time. One member of the Youngstown team has already signified
his intention of entering Marietta College. Brother Hurd Tuttle

'(A '08) is teaching in Rayen School.
At the recent election of student body officers for next year, three

Sigs were elected to office, in spite of immense odds. Clarence
Freshour '15 was elected basket ball manager, Stanley Boggess '16
track manager, and David Boggess '16 assistant baseball manager.
It seems that "The Bogae" are destined to do some managing for
the next couple of years.

One initiation has been held since the last letter. The men who
climbed the pinnacle at that time were J, Robert McConnell '17,
Macksburg, Ohio, J, Shermer Garrison '17, Chillicothe. Ohio, and
Howard Schulteis '17, Marietta,

Howard Riggs ex-' 16 makes frequent visits to Marietta and al

ways spends the night with us, (Note that we do not say anything
about the evening), "Riggsy" informs us that he has fully decided
to return to college next Fall. "Red" Wallace ex-' 15 and Vince

Ferguson ex-' 15 also intend to return next Fall. "Fergy" insists
that teaching isn't what it is cracked up to be. "Dad" Mincks '09
was in town again the other day and of course we saw much of him,
"Bruder Chris" Gramlich is still as loyal as ever and drops in to see

us every few days.
Thos. W. McCaw.
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Epsilon Chapter, Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio
After a ten days' quarantine on account of diphtheria, which

ended February 6, we are once again able to report that everything
is going well with Epsilon, Brother Oliver was thoughtful enough
to confine us within four walls through the troublesome period of
semester examinations. Our matron, who is a trained nurse, and our

cook refused to desert us ; so that we lived in royal fashion for the
time being. The girls kept the telephone wires hot and, with the
help of the brothers in town, supplied all the luxuries of life, except
company.

On the evening of February 20, ten new men were initiated :�

Wesley H. Parman '17, Toledo, Ohio; Glenn F. Oliver '17, East
Palestine, Ohio; Emil Turner '17, Delaware, Ohio; Eugene W. A.
Annis '15, Lookout Mountain, Tenn.; J, Ross Turner '16, Bremen,
Ohio; Allen Archer, Jr., '15, Whigville, Ohio; Romeo Deitsch '17,'
Celina, Ohio; Karl W. Horn '17, Lewiston, Ohio; Rhea Cramer
'11, Wharton, Ohio; Paul E, Smith '17, Pleasantville, Ohio. Im
mediately after the ritual ceremonies a sumptuous banquet was served.
and with toasts and reminiscences in which the old members par
ticipated, good fellowship reigned supreme. The following alumni
were present to express their love for the Old Gal :�Brothers B. F.
Young '13; Ray Donnan '13; H. V. Olds '13; L. W. Morrison '12;
Fred Perry '11 ; Trent Denison '12; A, F. Price '13; E. D. Clearly
'13; A. S. Townsend '13; P. C. Recker '13; and A. C. Bevan '12.

Besides our present initiates we have five new pledges for next

year, all of whom are excellent Sig material. We prefer to select
men we know rather than to take long chances. By this means we

also avoid some of the mad scramble for men which takes place every
Fall,

We have given several dinner parties in the last few weeks,
among which a very informal "Sister's Party", at which nine Sig sis
ters were present, and a more formal affair on March 14 were un

usually pleasant occasions.
We are much grieved that Brother Avery Clinger has completed

his work here and cannot be with us this semester. He is employed
with the Mutual Life Company, and has a very lucrative position at

London, Ohio. In addition to his work at London, he is busy on a

life policy in Delaware, and frequently returns to express his love
for the Old Gal at the Sem.

Some of our members have been acquiring new honors around col
lege within the last few weeks. Brother Phillips was recently elected
president of the Y. M. C. A., and was also elected by his class as
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Junior Class orator at the twenty-second celebration. He is also

a jester, and with Brother Chenoweth, who is editor of the Bauble,
is now engaged in making our college world flow with light humor
and ripe wit. Brother Chenoweth has become a member of La

Boheme, a society of literary lights, and the Toastmasters Club, a

society for formal banquets. Brothers Archer and Phillips have been

initiated into A 2 P, the national debating fraternity. Brothers

Glenn Oliver and Emil Turner were members of the first freshman

basket ball team, and Turner also served as manager. Three of our

freshmen are also chairmen of important class committees.�Brother

Turner has charge of the social functions of his class. Brother

Oliver of the debating activities, and Brother Horn is head of the

committee for drafting a constitution for the class.

Just at present we are working overtime in order to get such a

grip on our work that we can enjoy the many vernal pleasures which

we are anxiously awaiting,
Milton M, Williams.

Zeta Chapter, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio

Once more the devastating hand of the examiner has shaken the
school in its mighty grasp, and dropped with the usual dull, sicken

ing thud. As we go to press Zeta is just getting up and brushing
itself off. .Already the cry of the fusser is heard on the campus, and
the bloodthirsty yell of the reformed student echoes through the

night. Which is to say, that examinations being over, the chapter
has settled down to its usual routine of mad, ceaseless social ac

tivity, and has for the time forgotten the more trivial things of

college life, in order to gambol on the green and help the co-eds cut

classes.
In pursuance of this idea, we decided to give a dance last week,�

a dance which would eclipse anything ever before attempted by the
hand of man or of Zeta Chapter. The social committee, wishing
to make it a success, took the liberty of selecting the girls which the
brothers were to bring. These noble martyrs to the cause (not the
girls, the committee) selected the four most popular girls in each

sorority, making a total of thirty-two. Brother Yantes, who is a

social butterfly of the first water, called up the thirty-two girls and

arranged dates with them for the fellows they had not yet met, in
asmuch as we still have one or two men who do not know every girl
in school. All was going smoothly. The dance was to be a suc

cess. At four o'clock Friday, the day of the dance, when all the
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fellows were immersed in the mysteries of shaving soap and talcum

powder, the telephone bell rang. The freshman who answered
learned that "King" Holman's girl was ill and could not attend
the dance. Two minutes later the other phone rang. "Gig" Brick-
er's girl was called out of the city. By five o'clock nineteen dates
had been broken off, and the house was shaking on its foundations
from the yells of anguish emitted by the brothers. Brother Rea, his
journalistic instincts coming to the front, rapidly wrote out bulle
tins giving the latest news hot off the phones. These were put on

the bulletin board where the men had collected. As each broken
date was announced a loud roar burst from the assembled mob. The
dance was finally pulled off with twenty couples, eight of the girls
being kid sisters. Even the chaperons had appendicitis, and Brother
"Nut" Wright, who was married in an idle moment last month, was
made to take their place.

Brother Wright married Miss Harriet Corwin, who lived across

from the fraternity house. The marriage was secret, and the boys
were not informed of it until the announcement was made in the

papers. The fraternity presented him with a chafing dish, and he

has now gone housekeeping.
Brother George Monet Kling, late of "Oh! Oh! Delphine", "The

Pink Lady", and other plays, in which he played juvenile leads,
spent two weeks with us recently. He was visiting at his home in

Marion, resting up, and came down for a day or so. The bunch
showed him such a good time (I quote from Brother Kling) that
he stayed two weeks. He left us imbued with the New York ideas
of dress and deportment, and even Brother Mitchell has taken to

wearing funny collars.
Outside of the fact that we elected Pledge "Fat" Elford, sec

retary of the freshman class, and pledged George L. Packer, Co

lumbus, the newly elected freshman class president, nothing unusual
in activities has happened. However, in the interfraternity relay
race held recently, in which fourteen fraternities competed, our su

perb team, consisting of Brothers Gurney, Turpie, Evans and Cun

ningham, came in a good fourteenth, in spite of heavy competition.
"The honor of Alpha Sigma Phi was well worth working for", said

they, in their humorous way, as we durked them in the bathtub.
Alfred Patrick Kearney.
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Eta Chapter, LM\krsity of Illinois, Ch.ampaigx, III.
'The studious and athletic inclinations of Eta's regular corres

pondent have apparently overpowered him this month. Brother Krebs
came to my room last night and so earnestly requested me that I

relieve him of writing the chapter letter this time, that, busy as I

am, I consented to do my utmost and if the readers will bear with
me I will attempt to tell some of the things of interest that have oc

curred among the brothers at Illinois.

One of the first things that Eta did after the second semester of
school was well under way was to initiate nine freshmen and two

sophomores, all good men and true. The initiation proper was held
on the nights of February 28 and 29, and two weeks from the fol

lowing Monday the initiation banquet was given at the chapter house.
The spirit manifest at that banquet was certainly the most admirable
that we as Sigs at Illinois have ever seen. All phases of our de

velopment, both as the outsiders would see it, and as we see it, from
the time we were founded in 1908 to the present day, were discussed,
and when at ten o'clock thirty-three Sigs rose from the table and
formed the Mystic Circle, each man felt as though the thirty-three
had been made into one.

Within the last few weeks Spring has made itself felt in Cham

paign, and with it has come the many diversions which all of us

enjoy, but wdiich sometimes prove rather disastrous. In spite of this,
however, the scholarship report that came out today shows that there
are only a few of the boys who will have to tell their troubles to the
Dean of their college.

Our bowling team, which is composed of Brothers Shobe '14,
Leopold '14. Baker '15, Krebs '16, and Stiles '17, has been fighting
desperately during the last few weeks with the teams of the other
fraternities. Until the last match our boys were leading the race

for the Pan-Hellenic cham])ionship, but unfortunately they fell vic
tims to the I). U.'s and now the best we can hope for is that they will
take second position.

Brother Robert Polk and one of our new pledges, Clarence Apple-
gram, are now the proud possessors of orange and blue sweaters

that they won on the freshman 'varsity basket ball team. Both of

these boys, and Brother Flock '17, and Stiles '17, are now on the
freshman 'varsity baseball team. Brother "Bill" Cleworth '17 was

honored by being elected vice-president of his class.
Brother "Rummy" Pruett has been elected captain of the house

baseball team. Rummy's value in this capacity is not so much in

his playing as it is in his ability to get the others together and make
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a machine out of them. Under "Rummy's" leadership if the team
does not win the championship it ought to land well up among the
leaders.

Brothers Krebs and Arbuckle are anxiously awaiting the an

nouncement of what men are to make the southern trip with the

'varsity baseball team. The team will leave on its invasion of Dixie
next Tuesday, April 7. In the minds of the other brothers there is
no doubt but what both of them will go, but "Cheery" and "Deke"
in their retiring way will not tell us just how they feel about it.

(We note by the papers that both Krebs and Arbuckle are with the
team in the South.�Ed.)

Eta broke lose in society again last Saturday night, .March 28, in
the way of a dance. The question of the popular dances, which so

disturbed the minds of many a few weeks ago, apparently has been

forgotten and the Tango, etc., were enjoyed to their fullest ex

tent. We were forced to cancel several of the dates, when we ex

pected to give dances, on account of the threatened epidemic of
scarlet fever that invaded our ranks a few weeks ago. We expect
to give another dance the twenty-fifth of this month.

We were greatly pleased as w-ell as surprised last Saturday morn

ing when Brother Dale '13, who was then on his way to Chicago
for a week's vacation stopped for a few days' visit at Champaign.
Brother Butler '13 dropped in on us for just a few minutes one

night about a week ago. Brother Kern '13 came over from Bloom

ington several weeks ago, as he said, to see that things were going
O. K.

Harry L. Owen.

Theta Chapter, U.niversity of Michigan, A.xn Arbor, Mich.

Since the posting of our last chapter letter a great many inter

esting events have taken place within the family circle of Theta, and
some of the "sweet round of littles that large life compound" are

worthy of chronicle.
Theta Chapter, through its delegate. Brother Mullendore, now

occupies the presidential chair of the Interfraternity Conference of
the U. of M. We succeeded to that position after occupying the
office of secretary for the past year. 'The work of the Conference
has been unusually important this year, owing to the fact that new

rushing rules have been adopted. For some time there was a split
into two factions among the fraternities of the Conference, and we

attribute to ourselves some of the glory for bringing about a com-
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promise, inasmuch as a compromise was effected immediately after
we assumed the presidency. The new rushing rules provide against
initiation before the second semester after a certain amount of credit
has been obtained by the freshman, and provide further against
pledging prior to ten days before school opens in fall, and no fresh
man can live in a fraternity house.

Brother Neilson, our house manager and steward, recently re

signed on account of the pressure of work, and we are trying a

new method of management in these departments. Three commit
teemen have been appointed in his stead to act without remuneration.
Brother Wright is acting as steward, Brother Neis as house manager,
and Brother Weaver is attending to the financial end, assisting Brother
Van Stone, H. E. Though but a brief time has elapsed since the in

auguration of this new plan, it promises to work very well.
Two of the brothers left school at the end of the first semester.

Brother Netting '15 was forced to give up his studies on account

of serious illness, and Brother Morton '17 returned to his home be
cause of scholastic difficulties.

On March 17, the day devoted to the Sons of Erin, the men of
the emerald genus, met the doughty Dutch in a baseball game, which
resulted in a victory for the former. The supper that evening, in
the form of a Dutch treat, was far out of the ordinary, as garlands
of emerald graced the bountiful board, and even the mint sauce

partook of a verdant tint.
Brother Van Dolsen '14 L has been for some time seriously ill with

an infected foot, due to blood poisoning. We are glad to note that
he is now out of the hospital, and recovering as rapidly as could be
expected.

Brothers Weaver, Breidenbach, and Briggs were connected with
the recent student opera, Weaver being chief electrician, Breiden
bach playing in the orchestra, and Briggs taking one of the acting
parts. All of them went on the trips to Detroit and Chicago : in the
latter place, a pleasant visit was had with Brother Gilmore '13, who
is practicing law in that city.

At our last initiation, which was held March 28, the following
new men were received into the fold : Harry W. Bowles '17 E,
Detroit, Mich.; Ralph K. Carmen '17, Bartlesville, Okla.; C. Ver
non Sellers '17, Bartlesville, Okla.; Henry Dean Stecher '15 E,
Cleveland, Ohio; Edward F. Walsh '17. Bartlesville, Okla.; Walter
C. Gernt '17, Detroit, Mich. At the banquet which was the after
math, Brother Tait presided as toastmaster. We were glad to have
a visit that evening from Brothers Jack and B. W, Brodt of Iota,
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who were here to attend the Cornell-Michigan track meet that same

evening. Brother B, W, Brodt won first in the high hurdles for
Cornell, Another initiation will be held in the late spring, to fill the
places of the seventeen seniors who will graduate this June�Prov
idence and the faculty willing.

Brother Mullendore had an important part in the annual Orator
ical Association play "She Stoops to Conquer", which was given re

cently. Theta secured another honor with the recent initiation of
Brother Field into Phi Lambda Upsilon, the honorary chemical fra

ternity.
In February we held an alumni dinner, complimentary to the

Detroit boys. Talks were given by Brothers Campbell, Hofelich, and
Van Stone. A scholarship cup was presented by the Detroit Coun

cil, in order to stimulate scholastic activity among the freshmen.
The day before vacation was featured by an informal dance,

which was well attended. The music's melting, lilting lay, and the
conterminous propinquity of womanly pulchritude caused the cares

that infest the day to fold their tents like the Arabs, and as silently
steal away,

Martin C. Briggs.

Iota Chapter, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.

Almost a year has elapsed since the review of the season of 1912-

13. During the interval we have removed from the rather plebeian
"636 Stewart Ave." to the more fashionable "Rockledge" (and we are

all glad and proud of the change) ; we have received, in all, ten new

men into the circle, among these, one senior, tw^o juniors, and three

sophomores. In the various phases of university life we have been

well represented : four of our men are out for the various compe

titions, five are on the track team, one lacrosse, one soccer and one

swimming. Several of these have brought home first places. Again,
there are three Sigs on the musical clubs, two in the dramatic club

and one in the orchestra. We have, however, a number of capable
men who have not, thus far, chosen a field in which to work, and we

count these among the men who, next year, are to push us still further

to the front.
We are to have a navy week house party. Now, a house party is

pleasant enough at any season of the year, but this particular house

party is coming in May ! "Moony" evenings, balmy breezes, dancing
upon the lawn, Japanese lanterns, white ducks, sereuaders, etc.. etc.

In the recent indoor track meet with Michigan, Brother B. W,
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Brodt '14 placed first in the high hurdles. In the swimming meets

with Harvard and Cincinnati Brother D. N, Allman '15 won first

places in his events.

Brother "Russ" 'Tree ex-' 14 dropped in recently to select a god
father from amongst us. Needless to say we were quite surprised
and fussed to receive such a visit from "Russ".

We ask you, who are reading this, to keep an eye open for fra

ternity material ; we need good men and are always grateful to any
.Sig wlio furnislies recommendations.

Of course, we wisli yciu all a very pleasant and prosperous summer!
Drue Allman.

Kappa Chapier. University of Wisconsin, Madiso.n, Wis.

On the evening of February 13 we held a dance at the lodge that

was so highly successful that we followed it by another on February
28 which was even more so. On April 24 Kapjia holds her formal.
which under the able direction of Brother Roos is expected to be a

grand success. Due to the abolition of house parties our attendance
at the Junior Prom was not large this year. Brothers Knoll, Wheeler
and Kluml) were present. They had an excellent time, much credit
for which is doubtless due to their chaperones. Brother "Wally" and
Mrs. Esau of Milwaukee.

Brother "Slide" Rule is out strong for his old position as catcher
on the 'varsity baseball team and does not worry about not getting it.
His only worries are the candy store and the furnace. Brother Earl
Liddle is also on the 'varsity baseball squad and is practically as

sured of a berth as he is showing up remarkably well. We have a

representative on the 'varsity track team in the person of "Baldy"
Merrill who takes a prominent part in each meet and will no doubt

get his "W". Edwin Hauser, one of our pledges, who was on the

'varsity tra:k team was badly spiked in a recent meet, which injury
will keep him out of athletics for several weeks. However, he ex

pects to be back in his old form before the larger meets take place.
Brother "Ferd" Schapper returned to our fold again in February

after spending some time abroad. Judging from his account of his

trip he had "some" time while across the pond, and hopes to repeat
the experience sometime in the future.

Brother "Watts" Wheeler, probably the best pitcher the University
of Wisconsin ever turned out, is not in school this semester, but is

studying law in the office of R. F. Clark at Randolph, Wis.
We were sorry to lose one of our strongest fussers and our best
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piano artist when Brother "Oppie" Sollitt left in February. He has a

position in his father's office in Chicago and is making good there,
but we hope to see him back at Kappa in the Fall.

Brother Jesse J. Ruble (A' 14 Law) stopped to visit us while on
his way East to re-enter Columbia. Brother "Bob" Haukohl (K '11)
drops in to see us occasionally from Milwaukee. He always infuses
much Sig spirit in us by leading us in a good old song fest and by
demonstrating his superiority in rattling the ivories. Brother Dr.
Robert E. Newman (K '11) visited us recently and we were all
pleased to welcome him back. "Bobbie" informed us that he ex

pects to practice medicine here in Madison in the near future, and
he has our heartiest wishes for his success.

The election of officers for the .second semester which occurred too
late for the last issue of the Tomahawk, resulted as follows:
Brother Arthur W. Consoer '14, H. S. P. (Brother Consoer was

elected H. S. P. for the first semester of 1912, but owing to an

attack of typhoid fever did not return to school until last Fall. He
is a good speaker and an earnest worker for the "Old Gal", and
presides over the meetings in a very capable manner). Brother Karl
H. Doege '14, was elected H. J. P.; Brother Edmund C. Roos '14
H. M. ; Brother George E. Elwers '14 was elected H. E. ; Brother H.
Baldwin Merrill '16, H. C. ; Brother Thomas S. Burns '15, member
of Prudential Committee. Brother "Late" Hull was elected to repre
sent Kappa in the local interfraternity council to succeed Brother
Gelatt who resigned on account of conflicting work,

'Thomas S. Burns.

Lambda Chapter, Columbia U.niversitv, New York City

Spring comes upon us, so the almanac says, about March 21,
and it is then that the sun's rays first begin to dispel the cold.
Well, the old astronomers are right this time, for Lambda has felt
its first rays already. Her spirit has been warmed and she has in turn

warmed the spirits of five new brothers. 'They are : Brothers Harold

J. Eckley '17, New Rochelle, N. Y. ; Walter J. (leiger '17, Sayville.
L. I. ; Frank C. Stanford '16L, Independence, Kansas; Louis ./\ubrey
Mylins '15, Winnipeg, Manitoba; and Douglas Moore Collingwood
'15, London, England.

While we have been fortunate in securing these new men, we have
also suffered a loss. Brother Bickel. one of our most loyal alumni, has
gone to Cleveland to practice law, A recent report states that he
is doing well. Brother McConnell has left the university and is
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working with Brother Garrett (H '13) for the Permutit Company.
Brother Shipman has been appointed advisory secretary to Chief

Justice White of the U. S. Supreme Court.
Lambda has always had men on the Laiij Review, last year Brothers

Ruch and Davenport holding that honor. They graduated though,
but "Cy" Curran upheld our reputation and planted himself in one

of the vacant seats. Brother Kearney of the geology department was
recently elected to Sigma Xi for high scholarship, and is the first
Lambda man to win that honor.

Brothers Collingwood and Allen have made the soccer and

wrestling teams respectively. Brothers Mahon, Cruse, (ieiger, 'Tich
enor and Hall are out for baseball, and Leonard for "Spectators",
which last, by the way, consists chiefly in filling up certain columns
Avith news, truthful or otherwise, and requires nights of practice.
Ben shows signs of great promise, for he is very proficient in the
main prerequisite.

The announcement of Lon Edgerton's marriage was received

gladly by all except "Bill" Merriam, who appeared a little sad. That
is the only state which "Bill" begrudges to a fellow creature, "Bill"
has ordered a new "Indian" motorcycle and it seems that we will have
to go some to follow him henceforth. It is rumored that it will be a

two-seated affair, but that is only hearsay and cannot be stated

positively.
Brother Fisher contemplates taking a year's postgraduate work

at the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,
Brothers Tichenor and Jacques attended Alpha's banquet and re

ported glorious things of the chapter there, with the good news that

Alpha is to have a house next year.
Members of the New York Alumni Council have instituted the

custom of meeting at Angelo's for lunch, Pearl and Pine Streets, and
extend an invitation to all Sigs to drop around whenever possible any
week-day between the hours of twelve and one.

At the regular spring elections the following officers were elected :

H. S. P., Cyril J. Curran; H. J. P., Clifford L. 'Tichenor; H. S.,
Elwood Mahon; H. C. S., Benjamin F, Leonard; H, E., Frank C.
Stanford: H. M., Bert (iibbs; and H. C. Walker J. (ieiger.

Lambda will lose fourteen men this year by graduation, but with
a nucleus of eighteen men, each and everyone a fighter to the last
minute, the chances for another successful year are very bright.

Ralph Bergen Allen.
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Mu Chapter, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash.

'The "home stretch" of the college year is once again with us and
the dark clouds of final examinations are already beginning to cast

their disturbing shadows across the bright horizon of Mu Chapter's
undergraduates, especially the seniors, for they must take in addition
to their regular examinations the senior examination, which are the
most feared of all. Mu Chapter will send five seniors out into the
world at the close of the year. They are : Guy F. Navarre '14, Law ;
William E. Stone '14, Law; Walter F. Fisher '14, Law; Virgil K.
Hancock '14, Forestry and Richard J. McCann '14, Journalism.
Three of the four. Brothers Stone, Navarre and the writer were orig
inal petitioners for the charter; and it will be with a feeling of

genuine sorrow that we will bid our alma mater good-bye and leave
the good old bunch of Sigs.
Brother Bernard J. Umbarger will also graduate from the phar

macy department, but will in all probability be back next September
for graduate work.

Campus politics are at a boiling pitch these days and the boys at

the house are mightily interested, especially in the sophomore repre
sentative race, as we have a man in the contest. He is Brother Wil
liam F. Jones '17, a freshman in the School of Mines, and is consid
ered to have a splendid chance although opposed by four other can
didates.

Brother Virgil K, ("Snips") Hancock '14, recently won another
"W" in the intercollegiate wrestling tournament at Portland, Oregon,
where he captured the intercollegiate wrestling championship at 145

pounds for the second time. He is also turning out for track in the

javelin throw, and has a fine chance to make another "W" there as

he recently won the interclass javelin throwing contest.

The 'varsity crew recently won the Towing championship of the
Pacific Coast for the second consecutive time by defeating California
and Stanford on the Oakland Eastuary in rather easy fashion; and as

a result are certain to go east this summer to row in the intercollegiate
regatta at Poughkeepsie, where they made such a brilliant showing
last year. Brother Lee '15, who rowed at number six on last year's
crew, left for Alaska at the opening of the second semester and will
not be with the crew when they go east this year,
Mu Chapter's baseball team celebrated their first interfraternity

game of the season with a decisive ten to two victory over the Phi

Phis. Brother "Lefty" Blaisdell, who officiated on the mound for us,
was in rare form and mowed the opposition down with a fancy assort-

\
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ment of hooks and curves. The personnel of the team is as follows :

Phelps. 3b: Hancock, cf ; Hlaisdell, p; McCann. lb: Umbarger, ss ;

Mayer, If ; Smith, 2b ; Stone, rf ; and Nelson, c.

The date for our banquet has been set for May 22. Besides our

active and alumni members. Brother Lloyd O. Mayer (A '12), who

is now residing in Portland, Oregon, has promised to come up for the

occasion. There is a possibility also that Brother Roy K. Terry
(B '13 Law) and Brother W. Louis Fleidner (A '10 Law), who are

also in Portland, may come up with Brother Mayer and the rest of the

Portland delegation.
During the Easter vacation, Brothers Lloyd O. Mayer, Roy K.

Terry, and ^\^ Louis Fleidner, got together witli our Portland

active and alumni members including Brothers 'T. Palmer Reierson,
R. Montgomery Harlow, Chas, F, Raymond, Otis C. Love and Leon
ard A. Martin '17, and formed an alumni council \vith the idea of

fomenting the .A 2 * spirit in Portland. In the writer's opinion they
will do much to gain prestige for A 2 4> in the Pacific Northwest.

Richard J. McCann.

Nu Chapter, University of California, Berkeley, Cal.

Nu chapter is at present involved in the throes of a political
campaign. We have blessed the banners of Brother Ettinger '15. and
sent him forth to become vice-president of the Associated .Students.
Leon has become a campus celebrity through his (jlee Club work. He

started this year's series of Sunday concerts in the Greek Theatre as

soloist accompanied by Brother Warren Raeder '16. These two,

together with Brother Kelly '15 expect to represent Nu Chapter on

Piccadilly and in Gay Paree when the Glee Club tours the provinces.
Our large Glee Cluli representation helped make enjoyable our

annual bancpet on February 28 at the chapter house. Brothers Mc

Clean. Ettinger and Sappington made the arrangements and are re

sponsible for the harmony (not the music) of the occasion. "My
lord" Ledwich '12 displayed remarkable originality and piquancy as

a toastmaster and introduced, amongst others. Brother "(jene"

Sturgis '1 5 who is our orator par excellence. "(Jene" has just been se

lected as a member of the Carnot team to debate with Stanford.
Brother .Sturgis spoke about the 1915 convention, dwelling upon the
awful responsibility should this meeting place be chosen to enable
a few more Sigs to enjoy the "Panama Pacific". Brother 'I'cm (Jreig
'14 told of our practical steps to procure a new house. For, with the

assistance of Brother McCahill, .Al])ha '08, we have already in-
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corporated for that purpose. Brother Gear, Delta '62, was in too poor
health to come across the bay, but Brother Brush, Delta '78, gave a

sparkling talk that convinced us that although he be called a parson
arid having a damning "Delta '78" after his name, as well as "Rev."
before it, he is as much a boy in spirit as though it were "Nu '17."
Professor Gregg of Gamma, recently initiated at Nu, spoke of the

history of (Jamma and of his relations with Nu. Professor Gregg
has become a keen favorite at Nu, and we find Mrs. Gregg a charm

ing addition to our dances.
Our first formal dance as "Nu of A 2 $" was given the night

before the banquet at the cozy little "Town and Gown Hall". It

was a rattling success. Every man came across with real "class",
and our Filipino stringed orchestra added the necessary "dog" to the

occasion, 'There was, to be sure, a little cloud the size of a man's

hand in the early part of the evening : the laundryman failed to pro
duce, entailing some little confusion, but Nu Chapter has friends.

On March 8, Sunday afternoon, we had an informal gathering of

friends at the house to enable the "co-eds" to come through with their

Spring bonnets. Brother Gregg of Gamma, who is one of our faculty
representatives, and .Brother Anderson of Alpha, graced the occasion,
and Brother Kelly disgraced the occasion by singing in our quartet
when afflicted with a bad cold.

At our last initiation we put through, in addition to Brother

Gregg, Gamma '04, Brothers B. R. Cogill of Epsilon, and J. W.

Nelson, California '11. Five freshmen followed: Brothers G. H.

Kennett, Frank Leroy Hill, Jr., Paul L. 'Tussell, C. V. Mason, and
Frederick Gibson. Leroy is already on the crew eligible list and

Paul Tussell is our champion first-section getter.
Besides Hill in crew our promising athletes are Martin Gavin ' 1 5,

Waldron Gregory '15, the latter being on the track-list, and Carl
Sebastian '16, who won the game for California against the Chinese

baseball team from Honolulu. We have Carl scheduled for Captain
and "Custodian of the Axe", which you do not understand, but must
take our word for it that it is a very great honor.

On the sixteenth the Sigma Kappa sorority invited us over to dance.

Nearly everyone managed to get away without disgracing himself.

It was a delightfully warm evening, and the close-harmony of the

Sig quartet floated like elfin strains upon the perfumed zephyr through
the limpid air until the spacious garden of palms, eucalyptus and

couples, was occupied to the desertion of the house. In short, we got
by with it.

We have still an informal in view, and also an exchange dinner
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with the Theta Delta Chis. 'The annual military ball is just over.

Your scribe was designated floor manager, and Lieutenant Ettinger
served on the reception committee. The scribe's modesty forbids him

to more than barely mention the appointment on the Senior Ball

decoration committee and reader in "The Dawn of History" course

given here by Professor Myres of Oxford.

Speaking of Oxford; we hear that T. Barrett Kittredge '12 has

startled the Oxford Union with a charactistically iconoclastic speech.
If he stays there much longer you may count upon an "Oxford

movement", if only a movement to keep T. Barrett quiet,
J, Marius Scammell,

Xi Chapter, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska

The Sigs of Xi Chapter opened the second semester with "one

continual round of pleasure", namely, several stag rushing parties
and a good dance. As a result of much labor and friendly compe
tition we now have the following freshmen and sophomores wearing
the pledge buttons: Hugh Freidel '17, Dorchester, Neb,; L. W,

Chain, '17, Harvard, Neb,; Ray W. Kirk, '16, Culbertson, Neb.;
and Bernard G. Smith '16, Wisner, Neb. The two last named are

living in the house, and we expect to have the others here as

soon as a place can be arranged for them.
Brother R, W, Moore, better known as "Dingie", who received his

"sheepskin" from the engineering college last February, is now the
owner of a suitorium at Seward, Neb,, where he expects to remain

temporarily, or until more developments arise in his chosen calling.
Although his leaving caused a vacancy in the house, it has recently
been filled by the return of Brother Alving Smith, a senior in the

Engineering college, who has been following his vocation as an

"expert" in the art of laying asphalt pavement for the past nine

months.
As my predecessor has informed you in the last issue of the

Tomahawk, our big event was "to be". I will now say that "it has
been". That is, Brother Fred Merrill, an alumnus of Gamma, ar

rived in Lincoln January 22, 1914, bringing M, F. Ahearn, an alum

nus of M, A, C, with him, "Mike" was initiated by us on the twenty-
second of January. One month later we put through another
M. A. C. alumnus, Chas. F. Allen, of Columbus, Neb. Xi chapter
takes this opportunity of commending Gamma on the excellent
choice of Sig material which has invaded this western country from
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the Massachusetts Agricultural College, and whom we have had the
extreme pleasure of entertaining.

Brother Archie Hickman, who had the misfortune to contract

appendicitis, and on account of which he has been laid up in the

hospital for the last two months, has recovered sufficiently to be
moved to his home at Seward, Neb. Because of his long absence from
the class-room he will not re-enter the University until next term.

Two of the brothers have won places in the hall of fame during
the past two months. Merwin Swaynie '17, who was initiated last fall,
was appointed leading man in the annual "Kosmet Klub Play", and
in so doing has gained recognition from all departments on the

campus, Alvin Smith '15, no sooner returned to the class-room than
he was elected to "Sigma Tau", an honorary fraternitv of the engi
neering college.

At the last meeting of the Interfraternity Council of the U. of N,
we were admitted into its mysterious circle by a unanimous vote. We
wish to give a vote of thanks to each and every chapter of A 2 <E>
for their kind response to our call for help when we were preparing
the petition for admittance.

The old proverbial saying is that "moving day comes the first of

May", and Xi chapter will not endeavor to be an exception, as we

are moving to our new home at 11th and F Streets for which we

have just signed a two year lease. Therefore, after the first of May
you will be welcome at 1109 F Street.

Since the last publication of the Tomahawk, Xi Chapter has
been visited by Brother I. M. Smith of Epsilon chapter, who, from
lack of material "back east", has wandered into our western prairies
in search of men to canvass the universe and boost for a certain

magazine called the Review of Reviews.
Ralph J, Scoville.
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(This feature of the To.m.\h.\wk is ini])ortant for the reason that it serves

to keep Sigs in touch with each other after graduation, as well as to tell them

what Sigs in general are doing in the world. Brothers will confer a favor by
contributing news about themselves and others, which contributions should be
sent to the Associate Editor, Thos. W. McCaw, 205 Fourth Street, Marietta.

Ohio.)

The Associate Editor, Thos. W. McCaw, 205 Fourth St., Marietta,
Ohio, is in need of the April 1909, July 1909, April 1910 and July 1910
numbers of the Tomahawk to complete his files. Any brother who is
willing to part with any or all of these numbers will confer a favor
upon Brother McCaw by writing him to that effect.

Dan T. Sullivan (K '13) has accepted a position in the agricul
tural extension department of the Great Northern Railroad, and
will be located in North Dakota.
Walter T. Palmer (A'll-ex) is in the engineering department of

the Lake Erie and Northern Railroad at Brantford, Ontario,
Dr, Robert J, Newman (K '11) who is now connected with .St.

Luke's Hospital in Chicago, expects to take up the practice of medi
cine in Madison, Wis., in the near future.
William Stimson Wallace (ITO) is in the electrical machinery

business, with headquarters at 657 Century Building, Sandusky Street,
Pittsburgh. Pa. Brother Wallace is secretary of the Pittsburgh
Alumni Council.
Laird A. Warner (K '13) has accepted a position with the Uni

versal Portland Cement Company and will make Chicago liis head

quarters.
Frank Ross .�\ltyater (A '13 1 has changed his address to 302

Meyran Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa.
Glen Reed Foster (K' 13-ex) has a position in the Castania

National Bank, Castania, Iowa.
Malcolm H. Bissell ( .\ '11) is instructor in electrical engineering

in the University of Pittsiiurgh, and his address is 7816 Edgewood
Ave., Swissvale, Pa.
Arthur W. (lilbert (r'13, M. A. C:. '04) who is professor of

plant breeding at Cornell, delivered an illustrated lecture on "Some
Plant Breeding Lessons" at the meeting of the Pennsylvania State
Horticultural .f\ssociation held at York, Pa., on January 21.
Ira Farrand (K' 13-ex) is with a large mining company at Butte,

Mont. Brother Farrand expects to re-enter college in the Fall.
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William Allen Carter (A' 16-ex) has a position in the offices of

the Southern Railroad, Oliver Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. His ad
dress is 302 Meyran Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa.

Edward Joseph Burke (r'13, M. A. C, '10) is instructor in agri
culture at Hopkins Academy, Hadley, Mass. Brother Burke has un

til recently been doing research \vork in agricultural education at

M. A. C.
'

A. Sheldon Keith (A '13S) is in the Park plant of the Crucible
Steel Company of America. His business address is Thirtieth and
Smallman Streets, Pittsburgh, Pa., and he lives at 6421 Kentucky
Avenue.

Leonard Fiske Morse (A '61) died in New Haven, Conn., on

January 9.

George P. Whitman (A '07 L) has formed a law partnership with
Messrs. Samuel D, Hewlett and John T. Dennis for the general prac
tice of law under the firm name of Hewlett, Dennis & Whitman,
with offices in the Fourth National Bank Building, Atlanta, Ga. He
was formerly a member of the law firm Felder, Anderson, Dillon &
Whitman, with offices at 230 and 239 Equitable Building in the
same city.
Howard B. Culver (K '13) expects to enter into liusiness with

his father at Fort Collins, Colo.
Ralph R. Parker (r'13, M. A, C. '12) is instructor in entomology

for the short course of M. A. C, and will receive his M.S. in ento

mology in June.
Henry W. Turner (r'13, M. A. C. '09) should be addressed in

care of Conselo Sugar Company, San Pedro de Marcoris, R. E., Do
minican Republic. Brother Turner is a sugar cane farmer for this

company.
Everett E. Brown (A' 15-ex) is now city editor for the Chillicothe

News-Advertiser. Chillicothe, Ohio.

Watson R. Wheeler (K '15-ex) has a position in the law offices of
R. F. Clark at Randolph, Wis,

Dr. Joseph B. Lindsay (P '13, M. A. C. '83) is Vice-director of
the Massacliusetts Agricultural Experiment Station. Brother Lind

say has recently issued a bulletin containing a record of investigations
carried on by him at the station from 1896 to 1911, and many interest

ing statistics are recorded.

Many Sigs are now located in and around 'Tulsa, Oklahoma, and

plans are on foot for the organization of an alumni council in the near

future.



244 The Tomahawk

Chas A, Ludey (A '95) was recently married to Miss Lile Patty
Spence, of Parkersburg, W, Va,

George Sollit (K'15-ex) has entered his father's office in Chicago.
Vincent Ferguson (A '15-ex) is teaching history and coaching

athletics in the high school at Caldwell, Ohio, Brother Ferguson
expects to reenter college next Fall.

Glenver McConnell (A '11) has accepted a position as chief

chemist with the Permutit Company, of Brooklyn, N, Y. Brother

McConnell will still continue his studies at Columbia and reside at

the L.ambda Chapter house at 435 West 117th Street, New York,

William W, Boyd (A '84) who has been dean of the College of

Education at Ohio State University for a number of years, has been
elected president of the Western College for Women at Oxford,
Ohio.

James Houston Johnson (A '52-ex) died on December 8, 1913.

George C. Holt (A '66) formerly United States judge, has re

tired on full pay, and taken a law office in connection with the firm

of Douglas, Armitage & McCann in the Woolworth Building, New
York City.
Professor Homer B. Sprague's (A '52) version of the "Book of

Job" has been published by Sherman, French & Company of Boston,
Mass. It is supplied with an introductory essay and numerous ex

planatory notes.

Bertram Francis Shipman (A '13L) has been appointed secretary to

Chief Justice Edward D. White, United States Supreme Court.

\\'ashington, D. C.
Herbert W. Evans (A' 12) is employed by Patterson, Gottfried

and Hunter, 215 Center St., New York City.
Paul J. Bickel (A '12L) will practice law in Cleveland, Ohio.

He may be addressed in care of Howard Kidd (A '11) at Western

Reserve University in that city. Brother Kidd is a member of the

faculty and is connected with the department of economics.
Samuel R. MacDonald (A '09S, '11 Forestry) is making a spe

cialty of raising fruit in Wallingford, Conn. His mail address is

R. F. D. 1, Wallingford.
Franklin MacVeagh (A '62) will be chairman of the first Inter

national Congress of Social Insurance, to be held in Washington
next October by delegates from the principal governments of the

world.
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Recent Alumni Initiates of (Jamma Chapter

October 25, igij.
Curtis Peckham '12, Principal agricultural department, Worcester

High School, Worcester, New York.

October 2J, igij.
William Lawson Machmer (Faculty Member), Franklin and Mar

shall A.B. 1907, A.M. 1911. <I> B K. Instructor in mathematics
at M. A. C.

November 16, igij.
Edward Joseph Burke '10. Instructor in agriculture at Hopkins

Academy, Hadky, Mass.

December 6, igij.
John Nicolas Summers '07; Ph.D., .M. A. C. '11. At present

located at Melrose Highlands, Mass., with the U. S. Bureau of

Entomology as scientific assistant and connected with the Gypsy
Moth Parasitic Laboratory,
Ralph Davis Gilbert '00. Connecticut Agricultural College 1897 ;

B.Sc, Boston University 1900; Ph.D., Yale University 1904, 2.E.
Consulting chemist, American Agricultural Chemical Co. Vice-pres
ident, Bowker Insecticide Co., Boston, Mass.

January 2J, igi4. By Xi Chapter at Lincoln, Nebraska.
Michael F. Ahearn '04. Assistant professor of horticulture at

Kansas Agricultural College. Formerly athletic coach. Brother
Ahearn was a football and baseball star while at M. A. C, and
has coached several championship teams at Kansas "Aggie".
February 6, 1914. By Nu Chapter at Berkeley, Cal.

John William Gregg '04. Formerly assistant professor of horti

culture, and professor of landscape gardening at Pennsylvania State

College. Now professor of landscape gardening at the University
of California.

February 28, igi4.
Fred A. Smith '93. Director of the Independ;nt Agricultural

School of the county of Essex. (P. O., Hawthorne, Mass.) Brother
Smith is one of the leading men of his profession in New England.
Parkman Fisher Staples '04. Manager of the Stannox Farm,

Sherborn, Mass.

March 11, igi4.
Albert D. 'Taylor '05; M. S., Cornell 1906. (General superintend

ent and associate with Warren Manning Co. landscape architects,
Tremont Building, Boston, Mass. Formerly, instructor in land

scape at Cornell.
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Edgar Allen Bishop '83, assistant secretary, in charge of advanced

registry, American Ciuernsey Cattle Club, Peterboro, N. H. For

merly, professor of agriculture, Talladega College, Talladega, Ala.,
1884-1904, Professor of agriculture, Hampton Institute, Hamp
ton, Va., 1904-1908. Brother Bishop was one of the founders of
C. S. C. at M. A. C. in 1879, and is the father of Brother Chester A.

Bishop (Gamma 1915).
All of these Sigs, with the exception of Brother Machmer, were

members of the former C. S. C. fraternity at M. A. C. ; and all of
them are enthusiastic for the success of Gamma Chapter, and for
A 2 4>.

Don Williams, T '15.

MARRIAGES

Miss May Elizabeth Brady, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas

Brady, to Clarence Henry Beglinger (K'lO) at St. Paul, Minn., on

Wednesday, January 28, 1914, Brother Beglinger is in the engineering
department of the Great Northern Railroad. Brother and Mrs.

Beglinger will be at home at the Maryland Hotel, Minneapolis, Minn.
Miss Ruth Kellogg to Stephen P. Puffer (T '13, M, A, C, '12) at

the home of the bride in Amherst, Mass, Brother and Mrs. Puffer
will make their home at North Amherst, Mass.

ENGAGEMENTS

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Squires, of Keyport, N. J., announce the

engagement of their daughter, Fannie Coulson, to Harrison Wood
Talcott (A'08) of South Bend, Ind. The marriage will take place
this Spring.

Miss Norma Hornberger, of Murray Hill Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa., to
William James Askin (B '13L).

BIRTHS

A daughter was born to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph D. (}ilbert (T '13,
M. A. C. '00) on February 4, 1914, at their home, 432 Main Street,
Winchester, Mass. She has been named Deborah Champion.



OBITUARY

Captain William Holden

Captain William Holden (A'63-ex) a native of Marietta and a

charter member of Delta Chapter, died in Asheville, N, C, Decem

ber 21, 1913, and was buried in Cincinnati, Ohio, December 23,
1913. Brother Holden did not graduate, but gave up his college
course to enter the Civil War, serving as captain and quartermaster
of the Second Virginia Cavalry. After the war he moved to Charles

town, Mass., where he engaged in business from 1865 to 1872, In

the latter year he returned to Marietta to accept the position of

librarian of the college. He continued as librarian for two years,
when he withdrew, but was again appointed to that position in 1878

and served until 1881. In 1876 he was elected treasurer of the

college and held the position until 1881, when he moved to Cin
cinnati. Since that date he has been engaged in business in that

city, and during the recent years has been librarian of the Lloyd
Library.
In 1873 Marietta College conferred upon him the degree of

Master of Arts. He married the oldest daughter of the late Presi
dent Israel Ward Andrews (A Hon.), of Marietta College. She
died in 1880. He is survived by his second wife, whom he married

a number of years ago, and by the two children of his first marriage,
Dr. Ward A. Holden (A '84), 43 W'est Forty-eighth Street, New
York City, and Mrs. Elizabeth Holden Canda, Hartford, Conn.
Brother Holden was a very efficient librarian of the college, and was

greatly interested in developing it and making its wealth of literature

accessible to the students. As treasurer of the college he served the

institution with great fidelity. He was a man who possessed a

naturally scientific mind, and was especially qualified for the position
of librarian of the great Lloyd Scientific Library in Cincinnati.
While holding that position he was in constant correspondence with
scientists in different parts of the world, and with them had a

great reputation for accuracy in his scientific information.

James Houston Johnston (A' 52-ex)

James Houston Johnson died on December 18, 1913. He was

a member of the Class of '52 during Freshman and Sophomore years, ,

and belonged to Alpha Sigma Phi and P-si Upsilon. Since 1850 he
had been engaged in the cotton business at Savannah, Ga. For a long
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time he had been a director in the Savannah Bank & Trust Company
and of the Savannah Cotton Exchange, of which he was president
during 1882 and 1883. For three years he was president of the

'Tyler Cotton Press Association and from 1881 to 1884, of the City

Hospital. In 1883 he was made president and manager of the City
& Suburban Railroad, and he had continued in this connection for a

number of years. During the Civil War he served on the staff of

several Confederate commanders. He is survived by his wife.� Yale

.4lumni Weekly.

Leonard Fisk Morse (A'61)
Leonard Fisk Morse, died at his home in New Haven, Conn., on

January 9. He was born on February 9, 1840. in West Needham

(now Wellesley), Mass., the son of Daniel and M. Jane (Fuller)
Morse and was fitted for college at Wesleyan Academy, Will)raham.
Mass. He joined the Class of '61 from Amherst College, at the

beginning of Junior year. In Senior year he received a Colloquy ap

pointment. During the first year after graduation, he taught school
at Wellesley. and from then until July, 1863, studied law in Boston,
Mass. Afterwards he entered a wholesale store in that city, continu
ing there until March, 1864, when he removed to New Haven,
Conn., where he started in with the (irilley Manufacturing Com

pany. He continued with them for a long time, being secretary of

the concern for about thirty years. From 1891 to 1893, he lived at

his old home in Wellesley, but upon his return to New Haven resumed
her work with the Grilley Manufacturing Company, where he re

mained until the company was dissolved. At this time he entered
the employ of the .Sperry & Barnes Company of the same place, and
he had retained his connection with them up to the time of his last

illness. He was married, on June 3, 1868, to Miss Sara G. Grandy
of New Haven.�Yale Alumni Weekly.



ALUMNI COUNCILS OF ALPHA SIGMA PHI

Portland Council

The eight resident Sigs of this city were invited to the home of

Brother Mayer on the evening of April 6 ; and then and there they
organized the Portland Alumni Council of A 2 *, destined from

the hour of its inception to become the leading alumni organization
in Sigdom. Present were the following charter members: William

Louis Fliedner (A '10 Law) ; 'Thomas P. Reierson (M '13) ; Robert

Harlow (M '13) ; Roy K. Terry (B '13 Law) ; Otis C. Love (M
ex-'16) ; Charles E. Raymond (M '17) ; Leonard Martin (M '17) ;

Lloyd O. Mayer (A '12). In addition, we were favored with a

long distance phone message from Arthur Clarke (0 '09) , who resides

at Corvallis, Oregon. Brother Clarke, who is prosecuting attorney
of Benton County, regretted that undue pressure of public business
had detained him, but stated that he was with us in spirit and would
be on hand at his earliest opportunity.
Brother Reierson was unanimously elected president and secretary.
Plans were discussed for making the Council of material benefit to

the fraternity, especially in the matter of chapter extension in the
West, Inasmuch as we are the only alumni council west of Mil

waukee, we feel that we are in a position to accomplish a great deal of
good�especially, by working in conjunction with Mu and Nu

Chapters. We will welcome the advice and suggestions of any
brother, particularly in this field of endeavor. Address all com

munications to Thomas P, Reierson, 214 East 29th Street, Portland,
Oregon.
On the evening of April 11, the members of the Council were

the guests of Brother 'Terry at an informal dance. Brother Terry
proved himself a delightful host, and a most thoroughly good time
was enjoyed. The fairest of Portland's fair were present, including
the two charming sisters of Brother Reierson.
The Council has organized a luncheon club, which will meet the

third Tuesday of each month. It was decided to hold the first
luncheon at the Hazelwood�a popular noon-hour rendezvous for
the weak, the lame, the halt, etc. Since becoming better acquainted,
however, we find to our great joy that we are all of a more convivial
turn of mind than was at first suspected. Hence, all future luncheons
will be held at the Hof-Brau.
We trust to make Portland from now on a haven of refuge for all

out-of-town Sigs. We are also making plans for the entertainment
of brothers on their way to and from San Francisco at the time of
the National Convention in 1915. L. O. M.



FRATERNITY NOTES AND EXCHANGES

'The Great Divide'

From Vol. X., No. 3, page
21 of The Tomahawk (April
1913):
All too often the attitude is assumei'

of joking and jesting about low

grades and failures. This is doubt

less due to the desire to sympathize
with the brother in his plight ; but we

all know down in our heart of hearts

that it is far from creditable to be

a "flunker". Thus, while attempting
to assuage the disappointment of a

brother, we are doing him the in

justice in creating in his mind the

thought that really a condition in some

study is a joke, a thing of jest for the

fun maker. This is vitally wrong,

wrong to the individual, to the fra

ternity, and to the school.

'The original paragraph (in the left hand column) appeared in
an article entitled "A Plea for Scholarship", by Brother Carl E.
Croson (B '12).

From Vol. XXXIV., No. 1,

page 37 of "The Record" of

Sigma Alpha Epsilon (March,
1914):
All too often the attitude of joking

and jesting about low grades and

failures is assumed. This is doubt

less due to the fact that the brother in

the fraternity desires to sympathize
with the other brother who is in this

plight ; but we all know deep down in

our hearts that it is far from credit

able to be a "flunker".

Thus, while attempting to soothe

the disappointment of a brother, we

are doing him the injustice of creat

ing in his mind the thought thai

really a "con" in some subject is a

joke, a thing of jest. This is vitally
wrong, wrong to the individual con

cerned, to the fraternity and to the
school.

A X has entered the University of Kentucky ; and A T n recently
made its appearance at Pennsylvania State College.

Seventy-one per cent of the students of Brown University are mem

bers of the fraternities, says Banta's Greek Exchange. An earlier
number of this same publication places the percentage at the Uni

versity of Wisconsin at about seventeen�which wt have reason to

believe is typical of any number of similar institutions, "Go West,
young man,"

Walter Wilgus has been elected editor of the Delta Upsilon Quar
terly. Editor Wilgus is a brother of Horace Wilgus (� '15, Z '15-ex).
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TKE recently entered Knox. This fraternity was organized
in 1899 at Illinois Wesleyan University, and has since established
chapters at James Millikin University and the University of Illinois.
So far her activities have been confined to the state of Illinois.

Charters are being sought of 2 N by petitioning groups of stu
dents at the Carnegie Institute of Technology at Pittsburgh and the

University of Nevada, Of the latter school the Delta of 2 N speaks
as follows :

The institution is one of the younger State-supported colleges which, while
not as far advanced in plant, equipment and attendance as the older State
universities of the East, gives promise of sure and symmetrical development.
The University of Nevada is situated at Reno, a city of over ten

thousand people and the metropolis of the state. 'The University was

founded in 1886, has nearly four hundred students and over seven

hundred graduates, and has an annual income of nearly $200,000,
According to the 1912 edition of Baird's Manual of American Col

lege Fraternities, there are four Greek-letter organizations at Nevada
�two local fraternities and two local sororities. Of the fraternities,
Tau Eta Rho Omicron was organized in 1891, lives in a rented house
and has a total membership of 151, while Sigma Alpha was or

ganized in 1895, also rents a house and, in addition, is accumulating
a building fund. The University of Nevada in a number of respects
resembles the University of Wyoming (where A T fJ has entered with
in the past year), particularly in years of existence and number of
students.

We have read somewdiere of Harvard being dubbed the "graveyard
of fraternities". Beta of A 2 $, from the glowing reports made by
visiting brethren to that sterling chapter, seems to have proven itself
an exception since its reorganization some three years ago. Here

with, we reprint an account of the Harvard chapter of another fra
ternity which appears to have followed the general rule :

Discussion of the relation of the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity to the
Dickey Club at Harvard University arose recently through the decision of
Delta Kappa Epsilon to hold its convention in Boston, after a lapse of twenty-
five years, John Clair Minot, writing for the Boston Transcript, gives as

the chief cause of the breach between Delta Kappa Epsilon and its Harvard
chapter the dissatisfaction of other Deke chapters with the dual member
ship system in vogue at Harvard.

Other causes given by Mr. Minot for the breach between Alpha Chapter of
Delta Kappa Epsilon at Harvard and the general fraternity are : "Complaints
that Alpha did not bother to send delegates regularly to the national con-
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ventions; that Dekes frcmi other colleges, who visited Harvard or transferred

there, were received coldly, rather than in a fraternal spirit ; that .Alpha, in

short, was becoming a local Harvard society and neglectful of its obliga
tions to the fraternity at large."

E.xpulsion of the Harvard chapter from Delta Kappa Epsilon was the
main issue at the convention of i88g held in Boston, but it remained for the

l8go convention of Delta Kappa Epsilon, held in New York, to expel the

Harvard chapter and forfeit its right as a chapter of Delta Kappa Epsilon.
This action was taken in spite of appeals on the floor of the convention by
Theodore Roosevelt, who claims membershi]) both in Delta Kappa Epsilon and

.\lpha Delta Phi, by Senator Brice of Ohio, and by Julian Hawthorne.

The members of the Dickey society do not wear the Delta Kajipa Epsilon
pin, but use the letters "D.K.E." and sometimes wear the fraternity coat of
arms. Dekes from adjoining schools resent such use of Deke insignia, but
no attempts have been made to ])revent it.�Sigma Chi Quarterly.

The Purple. Green and Gold of Lambda Chi Alpha made its entree

in the Greek w-orld in January as an exoteric publication. This first
number consists of 56 pages and numerous illustrations ; and the edi
tors are to be complimented (/U their maiden effort.

The Purple, Green and Gold informs us that .\ X A was founded at

Boston University, November 2, 1909, which was the only chapter
existent prior to 1912. In the latter year, the fraternity entered

Massachusetts Agricultural College.
University of Pennsylvania.
Pennsylvania State College.
Brown University.
Massachusetts Institute of 'I'echnology.

and in 1913

University of Maine.

University of Michigan.
Rutgers College.
Bucknell University.
Worcester Polytechnic Institute.
Cornell University.
At this rate, she bids fair to overtake 2 <I> E in tlie latter's somewhat

rapid growth. The latter has entered over forty institutions in the
space of thirteen years.

It is always interesting to learn the fraternity afliliations of iirominent col
lege athletes :

Charles E. Brickley, Harvard's famous drop-kicker, is a niember of A T,
Eugene L. Mercer, Pennsylvania's captain last year, and all-American full
back, is also a member of A T. Four members of * A B competed in the

01vni|)ic games at Stockholm�Frank D. Murjjhy in the i)ole vault; I^wis
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Anderson, Nebraska, in the 1,500 meter race ; J. I. Courtney, Washington, in

the 100 and 200 meter races ; and Carrol B, Haff, Michigan, in the 400 meter

race. Marc S. Wright, who took second place in the pole vault at the Olympic
games is a member of the Dartmouth chapter of A T A, Christy Matthewson
of the New York Giants, is a 4> T A ; Jake Stahl, ex-manager of the Boston
Red Sox, is a 2 X ; and Hugh Jennings, of Detroit, is a "f A 6. Eddie Collins,
of the Athletics, is a B 8 II from Columbia. Jack Coombs, pitcher for the

Philadelphia Athletics, is a A T from Colby.�Palm of A T fi, through the

Signet of 4> 2 K.

Regarding the withdrawal of A A $ from the City College of New
York of last June, the following paragraphs from the Beta Theta Pi
offer a fulsome answer to the cry, raised at the time by the daily
press of New York, of race prejudice, snobbishness and the thousand
and one other charges laid at the doors of the college fraternity.
It might be said of all this fuss, that it is nobody's business outside of

Alpha Delta Phi whether it continued its chapter at the C. C, N. Y, or not.
We mentioned it because the facts are sure to be garbled and misrepresented.

We think Alpha Delta Phi did perfectly right in withdrawing the charter.
It was done only after a long and patient investigation and after the chapter and
all of its alumni who desired it were fully heard.

The fact is that the college is being filled with students, the sons or

brothers of recent immigrants. These men are eager for knowledge, amply
equipped with brains and withal manly and much to be commended. But they
are filled with old world prejudices and ideals. They do not understand
majority rule, they cannot take defeat easily. They are sulky and revengeful
when beaten fairly in any contest. They have no experience in customary
American social forms. In the course of time doubtless they will be assimilated,
but they are unsocial and unpleasant. The influx of these students, at
tracted by ease of access, free tuition and adequate instruction, has so chnnged
the personnel of the students, that in the judgment of Alpha Delta Phi, "the
place was no longer a desirable place for one of its chapters. The alumni of
the chapter have taken this action hard and by the simultaneous publication
of complaints in several newspapers sought to arouse a public sentiment con

demning their fraternity for its action. It might almost be said that they have
justified it. .A. college fraternity must .above all things secure congenial men,
and when an institution ceases to afford a supply of such men, it ceases to
be a proper location for one of its chapters. The situation is one which chiefly
concerns Alpha Delta Phi, but its right to act as it did cannot be questioned,
and we believe its action was proper and just and fully and completely war
ranted.

The correspondent of the Columbia chapter of 2 A E writes at
some length in a recent number of the Record of 2 A E in opposi
tion to the proposed plan of not initiating freshmen until mid-year.
He writes, in part, as follows:

We object to the scheme of not bidding or initiating until later chiefly on
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the following grounds : Prolonging the rushing season over most of the first
term is going to be too extravagant of both time and money. It is going to

interfere too much with the freshman's work ; and he is going to lose the chance

he now has of picking up many useful points from older brothers. .At

present we hold a senior meeting at stated intervals af which our freshmen are

reijuired to appear, one at a time, and state how their standing is according to

the last report, and to tell us with what subjects they are having trouble. We
can then put them in touch with the men who have taken those courses and can

best assist them, and can give them helpful general advice, answering the

questions that puzzle them.

We find it well, too, after the first year men have been in the chapter half
a year and have seen how things are managed, to put one or two of them on

each of the committees appointed during the second term, so that they may

gain some practical experience and be ready for the duties that come upon them
in the sophomore year. Not the least of our arguments is the added expense
we would have to meet with a reduced income ; one who knows conditions at

Columbia will realize that it is a serious matter. Even under the jiresent system
our table runs behind so far before initiation that it is not until January or Feb

ruary following that anything begins to show on the right side of the books�and-
the table has to pay if the chapter is to come out even at the end of the year.

We agree with the writer. His arguments contra appear reason

able. It is to be noted that the proposed plan only pro
hibits first-term initiations, and not first-term rushing. 'Thus, a

prolonged Marathon in the matter of rushing would ensue, should
the proposal be adopted as it stands,

A Big Legal Fraternhy Combination

The merger of three law fraternities, which was accomplished at Chicago,
on September 27, is the largest combination of fraternities on record. The
fraternities involved were : A * A, founded, 1900, at Cleveland Law School ;

.4. K 4>, founded, IQ02, at the law school of Northwestern University, anil
6 A 'i', founded, 1903, at the law school of Dickinson College. The name of (he
combined fraternity is A 9 '*�a very good set of letters, as <i> A 0 has

found, though we prefer our own sequence.

According to the 1912 edition of Baird's Manual, A 4> A had 8 chapters and
718 members; A K *, 8 chapters and 337 members; 9 A *, 15 chapters and
868 members; total 31 chapters and 1938 members. The combined fraternity
however, now has 32 chapters. It is remarkable that the three fraternities
that consolidated had chapters in the same institutions in only two places^�
the University of Minnesota (where A <I> A and A K 4> were established) and
the Detroit Law School (where A >!> A and 0 A �* were established)

The periodicals of A 0 <I> are The Paper Book, a monthly, and The Syllabus,
a secret weekly publication, and the only weekly of any fraternity.

The consolidation makes A 0 $ one of the largest legal fraternities. Indeed,
according to Baird, there are only four other such fraternities, the number
of their chapters and members, as shown by his 1912 Manual, being as

follows : <I> A <I>, founded i860, at the law department of the University of

Michigan, 47 chapters, 11,011 members; A X, founded l8c)0, at the law depart
ment of Cornell I'niversity, 21 chapters, 3,2.^4 members; 4> A A, founded 1897
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by students at several Chicago law schools, 28 chapters, 2,271 members;

r H r, founded 1901, at the law school of the University of Maine, 7 chapters,
565 members..�Scroll of # A 8.

Pin Phi Phi

The organization of a new national fraternity is hereby announced. The

new band of Greeks is unique in the fraternity world and although it has

pledged itself to a policy of expansion, its growth is expected to be slow

owing to the peculiar requirements for membership.
Thus far, only three men have supplied the necessary credentials which are

that to become a member one must have been initiated into each of the three

fraternities. Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Delta Theta, and Phi Delta Phi, and in

witness of this fact, the name of the new Greek baby in Phi Phi Phi, the

first Phi representing the great scholarship fraternity, the second Phi, the

great general fraternity and the third Phi, the great legal fraternity.
The "Tri Phis" so far discovered and inducted into the order are : Charles M.

Rose of Pueblo, Colorado, and Henry W. Coil of Denver, Colorado, both of

Colorado Beta of Phi Beta Kappa, Colorado Beta of Phi Delta Theta and

Brewer Chapter of Phi Delta Phi and C. M. Clay Buntain of Kankakee,
Illinois, of Illinois Alpha of Phi Beta Kappa, Illinois Alpha of Phi Delta

Theta and Booth Chapter of Phi Delta Phi.
New members are initiated in absentia and those fulfilling the requirements

are requested to write the Keeper of the Golden Book, Henry W. Coil, 529
Equitable Building, Denver, Colorado.�Banta's Greek Exchange.
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Alpha Yale University 1845
House, 100 Prospect St., New Haven, Conn.
H. S. P., Ferdinand R. Lamb, Box 1845 Yale Station, New Haven, Conn.
H, C. S., Ferguson R. Ormes, Box 1845 Yale Station, New Haven, Conn.

Alumni Sec, Cleaveland J. Rice, Box 1845 Yale Station, New Haven, Conn.

Beta Harvard University 1850

House, 1 170 Mass. Ave., Cambridge, Mass.
H. S. P., Lester W. Feezer (House)
H. C. S., Erskine Maiden, Jr., 30^ Mellen St., Cambridge, Mass.

Alumni Sec., Donald J. Lynn, 30;^ Mellen St., Cambridge, Mass.

Gamma Massachusetts Agricultural College (Amherst, 1856)... 1913
House, 85 Pleasant St., Amherst, Mass.
H. S. P., .Arthur S. Tupper (House)
H. C. S., Robert T. Frost (House)
Alumni Sec, Ralph R. Parker (House)

Delta Marietta College i860

House, 205 Fourth St., Marietta, Ohio
H. S. P., J. Elbert Carjienter (House)
H. C. S., C. Earle Humphrey (House)
Alumni Sec, Tasker B. Bosworth, 156 Front St., Marietta, Ohio



Epsilon Ohio Wesleyan University 1865
House, no N. Franklin St., Delaware, Ohio
H. S. P., Harley E. Chenoweth (House)
H. C. S., Ernest B. Cole (House)
Alumni Sec, Lawrence W. Morrison (House)

Zeta Ohio State University 1908
House, 1892 North High St., Columbus, Ohio
H. S. P., Victor F. Tapke (House)
H. C. S., Gardner Rea (House)
Alumni Sec, Edmond N. Yantes (House)

Eta University of Illinois igo8
House, 310 Daniel Ave., Champaign, 111.
H. S. P., Charles S. Mulvaney (House)
H. C. S., Wilbur E. Krebs (House)
Alumni Sec, J. Douglas Hood, 1709 17th St., N. W., Washington, D. C.

Theta University of Michigan 1908
House, 1315 Hill St., Ann Arbor, Mich.
H. S. P., Thomas G. Caley (House)
H. C. S., George C. Hammer (House)
Alumni Sec, Robert P. Campbell, 123 Canfield Ave., West, Detroit, Mich.

Iota Cornell University 1909
House, "Rockledge", Ithaca, N. Y.
H. S. P., Spencer E. Young (House)
H. C. S., Warner Harwood (House)
Alumni Sec, Burton W. Brodt (House)

^PPA University of Wisconsin 1909
House, 619 Lake St., Madison, Wis.
H. S. P., Arthur W. Consoer (House)
H. C. S., Ewald U. Klumb (House)
Alumni Sec, (not reported)

Lambda Columbia University 1910
House, 435 West 117th St., New York City
H. S. P., Cyril J. Curran (House)
H. C. S., Benjamin F. Leonard (House)
Alumni Sec, Henri C. Jacques (House)

^'^ University of Washington 1912
House, 1906 East 45th St., Seattle, Wash.
H. S. P., Arthur N. -Drips (House)
H. C. S., Richard J. McCann (House)
Alumni Sec, Joseph Havel, Hotel Rhein, Tacoma, Wash.

Nu University of California 1913
House, 2614 Dwight Way, Berkeley, Cal.
H. S. P., Ernest W. Dichman (House)
H. C. S., Charles E. O'Hara (House)
Alumni Sec, Alfred Solomon, 2628 Durant Ave., Berkeley, Cal.

^' University of Nebraska igij
House, nog F Street, Lincoln, Neb.
H. S. P., Fred L. Babcock (House)
H. C. S., Ralph J. Scoville (House)
Alumni Sec, Ned Allison, 346 So. uth St., Lincoln, Neb.
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Pittsburgh Council�President, Charles K. Reppert; Secretary, W. Stim
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Detroit Council�President, Edward Hanavan ; Secretary, Campbell Har
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Milwaukee Council�President, Carl Esau; Secretary, Clifton W. Wind
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Columbus Council�President, Donald W. Kling; Secretary, F. Howard
Stowell, 1892 N. High St.

New Haven Council�President, C. G. H. Holbrook ; Secretary, Cleave
land J. Rice, 1845 Yale Station.

Toledo Council�President, Chas. A. Brady, Nicholas Bldg.
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214 East 29th St.

Swastika Pennant Co.
76 N. Sandusky St. Delaware, Ohio

Official Manufacturers of

ALPHA SIGMA PHI

Pennants�Banners�Cushions

FELT OR LEATHER

Our line also includes all colleges and special orders of all
kinds receive prompt attention

Catalogue upon request



ABOVE IS A REDUCED FAC-SIMILE OF THE A 5 * SHINGLE

Alumni who were Active Members in the academic years 1911-13 are entitled to an
un-engrossed Shingle free. If an engrossed Shmgle is desired, a charge of 50 cents
for engrossing is made. This also applies to Active Members. To alumni not above
named the charge for the Shingle is 50 cents plain, or $1.00 engrossed. Send in your
orders today.

51 Chambers St., New York City WAYNE M. MUSGRAVE. G. J. P.

PRESERVE YOUR TOMAHAWKS
Have you often wished to read an article in some back copy of a maga
zine only to find that it was lost or mutilated? You will be glad to
know that we have succeeded at last in securing a really practical binder.
You can now have your Tomahawks in the form of a handsomely bound
book ready to reEer to at any time.

THE BIG BEN BINDER
is the simplest made. Any number can be inserted or removed at will,
and whether the binder is filled or has but a single copy, it is alw^ays
complete. Every binder will hold about eight copies, and they are not

injured in any way for permanent binding when sufficient have accumu

lated. The cover is in green velum stamped in gold. By special
arrangement we can furnish you with this binder Eor $1.00. To be
obtained only of

WAYNE M. MUSGRAVE

51 Chambers Street New York City
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Official Manufacturers of

College Seals and Alpha Sigma Phi
Coat of Arms
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