






















































































Ogleﬁay Hall
Morgantown, West Virginia
March 16, 1931

lir. Harley Alvin Burton,
c/o Tau Delta Theta Fraternity,
Liorgantown, W. Va.

Dear Mr. Burton:

It may be of intercst to your fraternity
to learn that I have just completed the work ef
ranking the fraternities according to their
scholarship for the first senester of the current
year, 1930-1931, The standings which I now have
will not be affected by any possible corrections
in such a way as to wake it possible for your
group to rank lower than it does in these tenta-
tive ratings; it might rank one place higher.
However, it is »robable that there will be no
changes in standings due to corrections.

The standings can not yet be made public,
so far as the names of the groups are cecncerned.
They are based on the average number of grade or
honor peints per hour of work carried; Tau Delta
Theta is fourth in a group of twenty~four; it is
surpassed by one local organigation, sne Jewish
National and one National, member of the Inter-
fraternity Ceuncil., The averages are as follows:

First...... 1.1297
secondes... L0603
third...... .9514
fourth.o«... .9432 (Tau Delta Theta),

The twenty remalining greups averaged
doewn to .3037.

The average for all mens organizations
is .7140; for all men in the university the avers
age 1s .7840. '

Trusting that this information may be of
service to you, I am,

Ver ,tﬁg%yfyﬁu S,
. ./k‘ C./C’LA_/-\
L. M. Peairs, Chairman,

Committee en Student and Fratere
nity Standings.
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I desire you to note that the report of the Alumi Committee which
investigated this group in comnection with the first petition, was composed
of three men who were very capable and men who at all times have had the
interest of our organization at heart. (Unfortunately Brother A. H. Savenye
has since been taken from our midst.) The active committee who investigated
et that time was composed of three men from chapters located fairly near the
petitioners and which men probably were in a position to know first hand a
great deal about the institution and essential facts pertinent to our inquiry.
The committee, which has just reported, you will note is composed of one
active man from Delta and two alumni, one of whom, Brother C. W. Cleworth, is
a member of the Grand Prudential Committee. It seems to me, therefore, that
you have every reason to place full reliance and confidence in these reports
and assume that the conclusions of the committee are based upon authentic
information and are the result of mature judgment.

I will now endeavor to point out what seems to me to be the essen-
tial matters to be considered in passing on a petition and compare these re-
quirements with the institution and group at hand. The essential matters and
the order of their importence seems to me are:

l. The Institution.

2. What is the fraternity situation and what are the
possibilities for a new group.

3+ The Group.

I. The Institution,

We have here

1. A State Institution.

2. A broad curriculum.

3, Ample fimancial support by the State Legislature.

4, A president of the institution who is a leader and
apparently believes in the value of fraternities.

5. & faculty of good standing (The percentage of doctors!
degrees among this group being somewhat above the
average of Universities and Colleges) and a faculty
which is pro-fraternity.

6. A student body which according to the reports and my own
personal observation can favorably be compared with
a majority of the student bodies on the campuses
where we have chapters,

It seems to me that the above statement of facts presents to us an
institution which can be compared favorably with a number of the schools in
which we now have chapters and from the reports of the committee, an insti-
tution which undoubtedly is rapidly coming to the front and raising its
standards and standing among the Colleges and Universities of this country.
Therefore, it seems to me, the institution is quite satisfactory for our
purpose.
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II. The Fraternity Situation at West Virgina

This matter, it seems to me, should be considered from two stand-
points.

l. The present fraternity situation on the West Virginia campus
in so far as it warrants additional orgenizations from the standpoint of
numbers.

2. The attendant conditions which may or may not permit a new
group to be something more than just another fraternity on the campus.

(a) There are at the present time twenty-one national frater-
nities and three locals on the West Virginia campus. The groups are
not large, having from thirty to thirty-five men, so that about 40%
of the men on the campus are members of national organizations.

The reports all indicate that there is available material over and
above the requirements of the present national organization so that
the question of requisite material is answered.

(b) What are the prospects or possibilities for the new
group? Would it have an opportunity to bring itself up to a par
with other outstanding groups on the campus? Is there a distinct
line of demarkation between certain groups which because of age or
otherwise would result in a new group for a nunber of years remain-
ing a second rate group so to speak? Referring to the reports we
find that they all indicate that the national groups now on this
campus are desirous of seeing the group in question go natiomal, and
that as a national organization it would be admitted and recognized
as a member of the inter-fraternity council. From my own observation,
I find thet all of the national fraternities seem very friendly with
this group and the group seems to have already brought itself to the
point where it is not far below the leading nationals now on the
campus. I am quite certain therefore, that an aggressive new national
would have every opportunity to make something of itself within a
reasonable time. '

ITI., The Group

The last and of course quite necessary inquiry is with respect to
the cause of such inquiry, the petitioners.,

Our thoughts, with respect to the group should, I believe fall
under the following headsand their degree of importance it seems to me is in
the order named:

1. Personnel.

2. Scholarship., :

3. Present standing on the campus and their possibilities if they
become national,

4. .Their method of organization and cooperation as a group.

5. Finances.






1. That we are a national organization and should therefore be
national geographically.

2. There have been repeated expressions by the fraternity as a
whole and in convention that we should go South., The University of West
Virginia, it seems to me, affords us an opportunity to expand in that direc-
tion. While it is not a southern institution, it brings us in closer
proximity to the southern institutions which is, to my mind, a distinct
advantage.

3., We have always considered that a good chapter in a good
institution strengthens our chapter role and, I believe,this is true.
We are not interested in just numbers but certainly the addition of
another good strong unit should strengthen us nationally.

I direct your attention to the Constitution and By-Laws for such
action as you may desire to take with respect to this petition.

I refler this petition to you with the highest recommendation and
hope and trust that it will receive prompt and favorable action.

Fraternally yours,
Z

—-Grand Junior President

J
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2. West Virginia University

Your committee met with President J. R. Turner
who came to the University only three years ago from New York Uni-
versity. He has revitalized the University from top to bottom,
replacing practically every department head and has put new life
into those who remain.

Dr., Turner has sold the idea of a graduate
school to the State Legislature, secured $30,000 for an initial
study of such a school and will ask at the next session an appro-
priation of $900,000 for the construetion and two years operation
of a graduate division,

During his short tenure of office Dr. Turner
has erected several new buildings ranging in cost from $300,000 to
$500,000.

We were told on every hand that this man is a
real educator and executive.

There are about 2600 students, 1700 of which
are men. There are now 22 national fraternities represented and
2 locals.

Dr. Turner spoke highly of Tau Delta Theta fra-
ternity. He said that there was a real place for another national
fraternity there, and believed that this group would make a valuable
chapter for Alpha Sigma Phi.

3. Tau Delta Theta

Your committee spent considerable time with
H. E. Stone, Dean of Men, who has been there for nine years. He is
a member of Phi Gemma Delta, which is not represented there, and hasg
a son who is a member of the other local at W. V. U.
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Dean Stone stated that the men of Tau Delta
Theta are of exceptionally fine character - that no one of them
has ever given him or others of the faculty and trouble ~ that
their scholastic standing has consistently been above the average
of the fraternities, and that he would give them his full co~-
operation in selecting new members. Dean Stone says that the
group has been handicapped through its long petitioning to Alpha
Sigma Phi, while younger locals have made desirable national con-
nections, and believes that, were it to be granted a charter by
Alpha Sigma Phi, it would very quickly secure a prominent place
among the national chapters there.

Your committee talked with the president of
the Interfraternity Council and was wholeheartedly assured that
Tau Delta Theta would make a desirable chapter of Alpha Sigma
Phi and that it would be taken into the Council.

Several alumni visited with your committee.
Meny of them occupy positions of prominence in business, the law,
engineering; and education. They all promised full support of a
chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi.

Three alumni of Alpha Sigma Phi are located
at Morgantown. Brother H. C. Riggs, Delta '12, has for many
years been an official of the leading bank there. He is a neigh~
bor of Tau Delta Theta and has been a constant advisor to the
group; Brother H. L. Samuel, lambda '21, Director of Intramural
Sports, is well acquainted with the group. Brother H, A. Smith
Delta '13, who has been in edueationsl work since leaving Marietta,
has entered the West Virginia University School of Medicine. These
three brothers highly recommend Tau Delte Theta and promise careful
supervision of the group. All three are in excellent positions to
secure valuable rushing material. There are a number of Alpha Sigs
throughout the State who would lend their support.

Your committee scanned the books of the group
and finds them in good fimancial condition.

Their house which was bought advantageously for
$15,000 is being paid for regularly through a Building and Loan
Association. There is approximately $4000 yet to be paid on it.

At an appropriate time the alumni assure full cooperation in finan-
cing a more modern house.
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There are fifteen actives and seven pledges.
This is somewhat below former years. The same situation holds
for the nationals there due to the business depression which has
hit the state rather hard. The quality is perhaps better than in
former years.

Your committee regards the men of this group
as very suitable material for Alpha Sigms Phi. Meny of the men
are outstanding on the campus, they take their fraternity serious-
ly, they work in harmony, they are culbtured and hospitable. They
would be well received in any of our chapters.

Dena Farnsworth, President of Tau Delta Theta,
is a very capable young man. He will be in office until Spring.

William Fahey, their most prominent member,
who has been out of school this year because of an operation, will
return next Fall. He will insure continued leadership of the group.

. Your committee recommends favorable consideraw
tion on the petition of Tau Delta Theta.

W. S. Wallacse
Iota '09
~ Alumni Representative

Donald C. Bennett
Delta 128
Active Chapter Representative

C. William Cleworth
Eta '14
Grand Prudential Com. Rep.
Chairman






state legislature. The Dean of Men and the President of the University are
members of Phi GammaDelta and many other fraternities are represented on the
faculty. In addition there are no dormitories for men at West Virginia and
faculty sentiment is distinetly in favor of establishing fraternities as
means of particularly solving the housing problem.

At the present time there are 23 fraternities at this institution. There are
14 national, 6 local, 2 Jewish and 1 Italian fraternities. Both the president
of the student council and the president of the inter-fraternity conference
assured us they believed that there was room for more mational fratermities
on the campus and that they would look with favor upon the establishment of

a chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi there. The president of the inter-fraternity
conference further told us their rules provided that a national fraternity
had to be on the campus one year before admission to the conference. He
stated however that he knew there would be no difficulty in the present group
obtaining membership if they should be granted a charter by Alpha Sigma Phi.
We wish to endorse the views given above as we believe this schoéol with an
enrollment of over 1700 undergraduate men this year provides sufficient room
' for considerably more then 14 national fraternities. Incidentally two of
the other locals are petitioning Phi Gamme Delta and Phi Delta Theta.

2. General Type of Men in the Institution.

West Virginia University enrolls most of its students from the state of West
Virginia and southwestern Pemnsylvania, Of the total enrollment of 1925-1926,
371 students were from without the state of West Virginia and most of these
were from Pemnsylvania.

Contrary to popular opinion we did not find the student body at West Virginia
University to be crude and rough. The men we met, both within and without
the petitioning group, would be at home on any campus on which we are now
represented,

3. The Petitioning Group.

Tau Delta Theta fraternity was founded in 1919 by a group of men who had been
in the service and who felt the need of forming a close social group or club.
Their intention was to build up a strong local fraternity at West Virginias
University that would not lose its identity and would he recognized as a de-~
sirable social affiliation thruout the state. Shortly after organization,
thru e building and loan association, they purchased the property which they
now occupy. After an existence of three or four years as a local the men
began to feel that they were handicapped in securing members in their compe-
tition with national fraternities on the campus. They decided, therefore, to
petition some national fraternity and thru the influence of a member of
Alpha Tau Omegs then in school selected that group as the recipient of their
petition., However, shortly after the petition was sent in, they learmed thru
some source that the ATO chapter at Washington and Lee would not look with
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favor upon a chapter at West Virginia University, (it seems that football
relations at the time were rather strained and there were other sources

of differences between the two schools) and, therefore, Tau Delta Theta
withdrew their petition before it had been acted upon. This ended mational
aspirations for a time, but it seems that the urge was still there, for a
year or so later they decided to petition Alpha Sigma Phi. We were informed
that they selected Alpha Sigma Phi after a perusal of Baird!s Manual. It
was after this selection that they found an Alumnus of Delta Chapter in
Morgantown, Brother Howard C. Riggs, who has since been very active in
whipping the petition into shape.

Scholastically, Tau Delta Theta ranks above the average fraternity at West
Virginia, We are attaching hereto statistics of scholastic standings of
all fraternities for the year 1925-1926 which indicate the following:

At the end of the first semester of that year Tau Delta Theta ranked
twelfth out of twenty-two with an average of 76.39. The average for
all fraternity men during this period was 76.41. At the end of the
second semester they ranked seventh out of twenty-two with an aver-
age of 79.68. The average for all fraternity men during this period
was 78.04. This indicates that they not only bettered their position
in fraternity ranking but also made a considerable improvement in
scholarship during the past year. We are also attaching hereto a
statement of the average mid-semester grades of the thirteen men who
are now pledges of Tau Delta Theta. The average grade of the group
is 77.8; if we leave off the standings of three men who are very low
and who will probably be dropped due to scholastic difficulties, the
ten remaining have an average standing of 80,5.

Tau Delta Theta appears to be fairly well represented in campus activities.
One of their men is editor of the student newspaper, another is the first

- string fullback on the football team, several are officers in the cadet
corps, one is a member of Fhi Beta Kappa and various others are members

of honorary societies. We were also informed that they have a system by
which they interest each pledge in at least one campus activity.

We interviewed the Dean of Men, the President of the Student Council, the
Commandant of the Cadet Corps and the President of the Inter-Fraternity
Council regarding the reputation of the members of Tau Delta Theta both as
individuals and as a group. From everything that we could gather they are
very highly regarded and have never had any dark chapters in their past.
They have of course had their occasional black sheep but it seems have
gotten rid of them with promptness and dispatch. This was one point which
the Dean of Men especially brought out, i.e. that they had always thoroly
cooperated with him when called upon to do so.

There are at present 30 active members of Tau Delta Theta and 13 pledges.
The actives are divided among the three upper classes as follows:

Seniors 9
Juniors 15
Sophomores 6
The pledges are divided as follows:
Sophomores 5
Freshmen 8
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Columbus, Ohio

Ur. Benjamin Clarke,
O0ffice of Grand Junior President,
38 South Dearborn Street,

Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Brother Clarke:

The following is the report of the active investigation

committee on the Tau Delte Theta group of West Virginie University at Morgan-
town, West Virgina,

I. GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE INSTITUTION.

A.

West Virginia University has an exceptionally broad curric-
ulum which includes college of Arts, Science, law, Agricul-
ture, Mining, Engineering, Physical Education, Education and
a two year course in Medicine. These departments are well
provided with modern equipment. A mnew chemistry building
has just been erected which would be a credit to any campus.
The older buildings on the campus are in good conditions and
those recently constructed, mumbering about four, are modern
in every respect.

The University is especially fortunate in its faculty which
includes an unusual nunber of doctors and full professors.
The school as a whole compares very favorably with those in
which we have chapters at the present time.

There are thirteen national and seven local fraternities on
the campus. Dean Stone, Dean of Men, believes that thére

is sufficient opportunity for three or four locals now there
to establish themselves and become nationals. His opinion
seems well justified. Dean Stone spoke very highly of Tau
Delta Theta, It is the oldest local group on the campus,
having been organized in 1918. The Interfraternity Council
gave its unqualified endorsement of its petition to Alpha
Sigma Phi and the president told us personally that the
counsil would like very much to see this group go Alpha
Sigma Phi,

II. GENERAL TYPE OF MEN IN THE INSTITUTION.

A.

The committee's impression of the student body of West Vir-
ginia does not carry out in the least the general impression
of crudity and roughness of the states If the culture of
the state as a whole were to be judged from the evidence of
that characteristic in the student body, a much higher
opinion would result. We attended two dances; one was a
formal school affeir at which all the fraternities were
represented, There was no evidence of the lack of breeding
which we usually associate with the state of West Virginia;
on the contrary, the men were of highest type and well worth
association with even the most cultured.



B, The student body numbers about 2700 and represents the states
of Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland very largely, in addition to
students from more remote states. The University is a state
institution and is therefore quite representative of all parts
of the state, but the student body compares very favorably
with those of similar institutions in which Alpha Sigma Phi
has chapters.

III. THE PETITIONING BODY.

A. Tau Delta Theta was established at West Virginia University
in 1918. They have been exceptionally active on the campus
for a local group. They have had several football players
that were given honorable mention by Walter Camp. They were
the only local group, at the school, that ever had a member
of their fraternity a football captain. They have been fairly
active in other sports as well.

B. The past year they stood twelfth scholastically among the
nationals end locals there. This year they are seventh,
there being only one national higher than they. At present
they have the editor-in-chief of the school paper who is also
connected with several other campus activities. They have
several men on the basketball squad, and the regular fullback
on the football squad is a Tau Delte Theta man. One man has
just been elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and two others belong to
Phi Bater Kapper, the junior honorary society, composed of the
most active men on the campus. They have quite a few men
associated with engineering and chemical societies on the campus,.

C. From the interview we had with Dean Stone we were led to be-
lieve that this group stood very high in the estimation of the
faculty. He spoke very highly of them both as a group and
individually. Their reputation with the other fraternity men
that we met, and the Interfraternity Council president, all
of whom gave them credit as being worthy of a national charter,
wa.s very good.

D. They have both types of men so essential to a fraternity's
success, the activity man and the inside worker. These groups
are very well balanced. The men all seem to be very clean cut
fellows with a high standard of morals and good breeding.

E. This group seems to be very well organized. Their financial
condition shows this as a good example. They all seem to be
working to get their fraternity ahead. Their officers seenm
to have the organization well in hand and are very much re-
spected by the members. We think Tau Delta Theta is excep=-
tionally fortunate in having the large number of real leaders
they have as their officers,
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F, This group has practically the same rules in regard to
drinking, gambling and immoral acts within the fraternity,
as we have in our constitution and by-laws. These rules are
evidently well enforced. Brother Riggs of Delta, who has
been acting as their advisor for some time assured us of
this fact.

G. At the present time this group owns its own house which is
worth approximately $25,000. This figure wes given to us by
Brother Riggs, who being a banker, is in a position to esti-
mate the value of property in Morgantown. Their total in-
debtedness at present is about $5,000, most of which is for
improvements made in the past summer on the house., At their
present rate of progress they expect to be completely out of
debt in three years at the most, and at that time they hope
to build a new house.

There is a little "deadwood" in the group, as one finds in every
fraternity, but taking everything into consideration, we do not hesitate to
give our unqualified approval to Tau Delta Theta of West Virginia University
and hope that the chapbers see fit to grant them a charter.

Fraternally,

Albert J. Williams, Zeta
Chairman

Benjamin H. Heim, Upsilon

J. C. Warren, Sigma
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