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NE who visits Purdue University for the first time will be agreeably surprised by the immediate im
pression of the beauty of its spacious campus with its substantial and imposing buildings scattered over 
the shaded lawn. A closer inspection reveals a surprising equipment of laboratories and every needed 

kind of apparatus for carrying out its extensive courses of study in technological and scientific lines. Then 
the visitor will see something of the student body of upwards of 3,000 men and women, and a faculty of 300 
members; finally he will catch the spirit of the institution, the earnestness of students and teachers; the thor
oughness of instruction; the close connection between study and practice, and gradually he will realize that 
here, through the co-operation of the federal and state governments, by the earnest devotion of the faculty 
and officers and the loyalty of the students, there is going on a work of preparing men and women to share 
in the responsibilities of the world's work, which is exceptional in many ways. 

The details of the history and organization of the University are of lidle gef' ernJ interest, but a short 
review will give the important points of its founding. Purdue University was established in 1862 in accord
ance with federal legislation granting public lands to each state to establish colleges "where the leading object 
shall be, without excluding other scientific and classical studies and including military tactics, to teach such 
branches of learning as are related to agriculture and to the mechanic arts, in order to promote liberal and 
practical education of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and professions of life." The University 
was named by legislative act in honor of John Purdue who, before this act, had donated $150,000 and one hun
dred acres of land appurtenant to the institution. Purdue is maintained by federal and state appropriations 
and student fees and has received, from time to time, substantial donations, in addition to thut of John Purdue, 
from citizens of the county, from Amos Heavilon, Eliza Fowler, .James Fowler, ,villi am C. Smith and others. 
The University is exclusively under State control. 

To know that thousands of Purdue graduates are scattered over the wide ·world, taking responsible and 
successful part in every great activity where men of technical training are needed, and that every year the 
graduates are sought for in greater numbers than can be supplied for responsible positions in the line of their 
studies, is of interest to the public which is beginning to distinguish between superficial and efficient education. 
The departments of instruction are Agriculture, Applied Science, Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineer
ing, Electrical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, and Pharmacy, each comprising a f'onr years course lead
ing to the degree of Bachelor of Science. 

A recent development is the department of Household Economics already overflowing with y')ung wom
en paralleling the efforts of their brothers in scientific preparation for their life work. 



It would be a mistake, however, to infer that the curriculum is "practical" to the neglect of sound sci
entific study. The requirements for admission to the University are equal to or higher than the usual college 
standards and the class room requirements are the most exacting. In short, one soon realizes that Purdue 
University is a school of technology of first rank, favorably known far and wide for the quality of its educa
tional and scientific work. 

The thirty-four principal buildings of the University contain many unique features. The series of 
buildings for instruction in shop practice and drawing contain three acres of floor space and are equipped 
v.ith every appliance for practical training in pattern making, forging, foundry and machine shop practice 
and mechanical drawing. Separate buildings for each of the engineering schools contain laboratories with 
complete equipment for practical work in surveying; steel masomy, and ceme.:1.t construction; steam and gas 
engine operation; the generation of electricity and transmission of electric power, telephone engineering, engi
neering design, etc. There is a locomotive laboratory, the first of its kind, for the study and operation of the 
steam locom_otive, supplemented by a museum containing a unique collection of locomotives and railway 
appliances. There is an electric test car for actual road tests by students. The fundamental sciences of 
Chemistry, Physics and Biology are taught in their respective laboratory buildings of large capacity and su
perior equipment. Similarly, the School of Agriculture, with its fields, herds of thoroughbred types of live 
stock, and its laboratories of Dairying, Agronomy, Farm Machinery, and Horticulture, and the Experiment 
Station with its extensive laboratories and corps of experts devoted to agricultural investigation, demonstrates 
that farming is no whit behind other technical industries in its dependence upon scientific training. 

Student life at Purdue has also its necessary element of play. The splendid Memorial Gymnasium and 
athletic field are quite as important and popular as the laboratories. With · the Intra-Mural sports, Inter
Fraternity sports, and Inter-,v ard sports of the unorganized men, every student has the opportunity to par-

. ticipate in some branch of athletics. The Military Corps and fine Cadet Band, and many other forms of student 
activities furnish every variety of recreation. The Purdue Union Memorial building now under construction, 
when finished will serve as a heacl.quarters for the social activities of the students. "Then the new Athletic 
Bowl is finished, Purdue will be especially well equipped to care for the crowds backing all varsity athletics. 

In addition to training men and women for the various walks of life, Purdue University maintains 
four distinct and separate branches that are of especial service to the public. These are the Agricultural Ex
periment Station, the Department of Agricultural Extension, the Engineering Experiment Station, and the 
Engineering Extension Service with its Personnel System. 

The Agricultural Experiment Station is a scientific bureau and has an independent staff of scientific 
workers and separate funds. It has an extensive plant of offices and laboratories. The work of this bureau 
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is closely related to the school of Agriculture, and is of great interest and benefit to the farmers as well as 
to the instructional staff and students of that school. 

The Department of Agricultural Extension was organized to extend the knowledge gained in the Ex
periment Station and to carry it to persons not attending Purdue. It is of great benefit to farmers through
out the State, and to others seeking elementary knowledge of agricultural practice and rural betterment. 
This work is carried on by speakers who tour the state and lecture on the various phases of agriculture. 

The Engineering Experiment Station conducts res~arches in the fields of engineering- and co-operates 
with the various Engineering Societies in its industrial investigations, and publishes and distributes the re
sults in the form of bulletins . The Station is organized with a director, board of management, and working 
staff. There are available, for the important investigations, the extensive engineering laboratories of the Uni
versity and the services of the engineering staff of specialists. 

The Engineering Extension Service is organized for the purpose of carrying more effectively the work 
of the Engineering Departments and the Experiment Station to persons engaged in the industries of the 
State . 

Purdue University is prominent in the athletics of the Western Conference, being a member of the 
Big Ten. The teams compete in football, basketball, baseball, track, cross country running, wrestling, swim
ming, water basketball, gymPa.stics, fencin.r.:, golf. and tennis. Purdue is noted for basketball championship 
teams and is well represented in all the other fields of athletics. 

At various times during the year, "short courses" and conventions are held for the benefit of those 
who are unable to attend the regular session of the University. "Short courses" are held in the various phases 
of agriculture, and conventions are held for the various industrial organizations of the State. Each year a 
Road School is held under the direction of the Highway Department of the School of Civil Engineering, for 
the Highway Engineers of the State, and any others who may be interested. The annual meeting of the Indi
ana Public Utility Association is held at the University. Several other groups of industrial men hold their 
conventions here at intervals. 

Purdue University is not without its share of the social life. There are thirtv-three national and local 
fraternities and nine sor~rities located here. · 

Following is a list of the national fraternities and the date of their establishment at Purdue Univer
sity: Sigma Chi, 1~75; Kappa Sigma, 1885; Sigma Nu, 1891; Phi Delta Theta, 1893; Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 
1893; Phi Kappa fs i, 1901; Phi Gamma Delta, 1902; Beta Theta Pi, 1903; Alpha Tau Om~ga, 1904; Theta 
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Xi, l905; Phi Kappa/ Sigma, 1905; Sigma Phi Epsilon, 19~5; Cor~a Fratres, i ~07; De!ta Tau Delta, 1907; _ _,,> \ \ 

./' Acacia, 1907; Triangle, 1909; Alpha Gamma Rho, 1911; Sigi;na P1: 1912; D~t~. Upsilon, 1?14; ~ambda (' /j tJ z...- .Chi Alpha, 1915; Phi Delta Chi~ 1916;. Phi Kappa, 1918; Theta \hi, 1920; Phi Ka:gpa Tau, 1920; P1 Kappa 
Al~ha, 1922; Kappa Delta Rho,, 1921; Sigma Alpha Mu, 1~22. \ \ \ \ \ ~-~ ~1,;~ 

, ~ The fo_llowing sororities .have cha~ters at Purdue: . Kappa Alpha Theta, 1915; I(appa Kappa Gam-/i .. · ma, 1919; Chi Omega, 1919; P1 Beta Phi, 1921; Alpha X1 Delta, 1921; Zeta Tau Alpha, 1921. 

. The following honorary fraternities are represented on the Purdue Campus: Phi Lambda Upsilon, 
Tau Beta Pi, Pi 'fau Sigma, Sigma Delta Chi, Tau Kappa Alpha, Scabbard and Blade, Kappa Delta P _i, 
Iron Key, Eta Kappa Nu, Theta Chi Gamma, Omicron Nu, Contour, Alpha Zeta, Ceres, and Hoof and 
Horn. 

Purdue University is located in West LaFayette, Indiana, just across the Wabash River from La
Fayette. It is near the Tippecanoe Battle Ground and Fort Ouiatenon. LaFayette and West LaFayette 
are connected by a street railway system and are in reality one city, although under two separate municipal 
governments. LaFayette is well equipped with theaters and places of amusement, which are available to the 
students whenever they have a little extra time. 

LaFayette is one hundred and thirty-five miles f1·om Chicago and seventy miles from Indianapolis. 
It may be reached by the Big Fom· Railroad, the Monon Railroad, the Nickle Plate Railroad, the Wabash 
Railroad, and traction lines. Also many good roads lead to LaFayette and make it easily accessible by motor 
cars. The city is wonderfully situated on the Wabash River and surrounded by hills that make the entire region 
a place of beauty, especially during the fall and snowy winter season. 
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERING BUILDING. 



THE LIBRARY. 



STANLEY COULTER HALL. 
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CAMPUS SCENE. 



CHEMISTRY BUILDING. 
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PHARMACY BUILDI N G . 
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MECHANICAL AND C I V I L ENG I NEERING BUILDINGS. 



THE GYMNASIUM. 



ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING BUILDING. 
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CIVIL ENGIN!c'.ERING BUILDING. 



PHYSICS BUILDING. 



AGRICULTURAL EXPER I MENT STATI ON . 



AGRICULTURE BU i l.DiNG, 
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MECHANICAL AND ENGINEERING SHOPS. 



THE ARMORY . 
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CHAPTER HOUSEi 



IDnrqut 1F, rattrnity nf Jurhut lltuiutraity 

ORGANIZATION 

HE idea of organizing a local fraternity in order to bring about more intimate association, to promote 
good fellowship and to improve scholastic standing among Engineering students, as well as to institute 
lines of co-operation among the Schools of Engineering and the Engineering Profession in general, was 

first conceived by R. J. Rhinehart, E. E., '22, and Ivan V. Walter, E. E., '22, in the Spring of 1921. These 
two men communicated the idea to three of their friends, Richard ,v ahl, Abram Lorber and Rex L. Reynolds 
whom they then invited to join them as· charter members. The five men then held a number of meetings in 
the conference room of the Purdue Library where they chose the name Torque, and formulated a constitu
tion. This name and constitution when presented to the Purdue faculty committee on student organizations 
was accepted early in 1921, which established the Torque Fraternity. Also at this time a ritual was worked 
out under the guidance and advice of Captain F. W. Bryant. 

When school was dismissed for the summer vacation, the present Chapter House had been leased and 
arrangements made for completely furnishing the house, as a home. Thus we were prepared to start the fall 
semester with new vigor and with determination to make our first year on the campus one of accomplishment. 

Torque is one of the greatest forces known, and realizing its greatness it was chosen as the name of this 
organization. The elements of Torque in the human mind are those that make life worth living, "Service, 
Honor, and Success;" which compose our motto. 

The membership of this fraternity is chosep from the Engineering students of the University, and 
from those who, having received a Bachelor of Science degree in Engineering, are instructors, or are actively 
engaged in the Engineering Profession. The candidates after having been approved by the Membership 
Committee, which investigates each candidate's character, and ascertains that the man under consideration is 
in good scholastic standing, must be unanimously accepted by vote of the members. 

Members of the other regularly organized fraternities, with the exception of honorary fraternities, are 
not eligible for membership. Also no men shall be pledged until the first semester of their Freshman year in 
the University. The membership Committee, consisting of one man chosen from each of the three upper 
classes, Senior, Junior, and Sophomore, has full power to pass upon the eligibility of all prospective mem
bers. This committee has an outlined method of investigating the record of each man without his knowledge, 
by the co-operation of the faculty, and thus it is able to select men suitable for a progressive and fraternal 
organization of high standards. 

,, 

J 



The officers of this Fraternity are President, Vice-President, Secretary, 'rreasurer, Steward, House 
Manager, and a Membership Committee consisting of three men. These nine men form the executive com
mittee that passes upon all business that arises between the regular meetings, and settles any question that 
cannot be settled in the meeting. These officers are elected at the first regular meeting in March, for one 
year, and take office on the first of April. These men must be Seniors or Juniors with the exception of 
the Sophomore on the membership committee. In the case of the non-fulfillment of duties, an officer may be 
impeached by a vote of two thirds of the members, and a new officer elected to fill his place. 

Meetings other than the regular ones may be called by the President when necessary. Roberts' Rules 
of Order are observed at all meetings. ,vith this arrangement, the governing body of the house has at all 
times been capable of handling any emergencies that have arisen. Also we have been able to show much ini
tiative among the fraternities on the Campus, due to our executive body being exceptionally competent in han
dling affairs. 

We are an Engineering fraternity. Engineering is one of the dominant factors of human activity. Its 
scope is large, and its demands are large, not only in the number of men, but also in the quality of the men in 
this field. With the realization of the greatness of this profession, we have considered the question as to how 
we may best equip ourselves for our chosen work. The prime requisite we believe is Character, and so we 
make this one of the things for which we stand. Realizing, further, that working alone is futile we make co
operation another point for which we stand. Lastly, we realize that we are helpless unless we are prepared to 
meet all difficulties, so we make Preparation our third point. Summing up, we stand for a clean character, 
hearty co-operation, and a mastering of the technique of the profession. 

CHRONOLOGY 

1920--1921 

Torque Fraternity first became a factor in the activities of Purdue University during this year. Om· 
charter members, R. J. Rhinehart, I. V. ,valter, R. Wahl, and A. Lorber, all of the Electrical Engineering 
class of 1922, with Rex. L. Reynolds, of the Electrical Engineering class of 1923, were the men who origi
nated the idea of this organization and had the initiative to make the first step toward making ideals realities. 
These men wrote the constitution of Torque, and drafted the Ritual. Then they, with the aid of Capt. F. W. 
Bryant, undertook the difficult task of making their dream of a leading fraternity come true. 

Their first step was to select suitable men for the new organization, and, accordingly, seven men were 
chosen from the sophomore and freshman classes. These men were chosen because of their scholastic ability, 



as shown from the University records, and because they had shown unusual characteristics of leadership. In 
June, these men were initiated into Torque Fraternity at the Lahr Hotel, and the initiation banquet was held 
afterward in the Lahr dining room. 

Before leaving school for the summer, Torque leased the present Chapter-house, which lease continues 
until June, 1925, and contains a provision for optional renewal of lease should it be desired. Also arrange
ments were made to have the house fully furnished, ready for the men to occupy when the fall semester 
opened. 

In this manner, Torque Fraternity became a reality, and the organization started gathering that mo
mentum that has swept all obstacles aside, and today is pushing Torque up with and beyond some of the older 
leading fraternities of Purdue University. · 

1921-1922 

This was to be our first year on the Campus, and, after registration, every member had the making of 
Torque foremost in mind, each one pledging himself to do his utmost for the betterment and advancement 
of Torque Fraternity. This, our year of introduction, was destined to be a great year for us. 

As we were a young organization, we still had our policies to fix, and so we had to offer to men of 
ideas some things that the older fraternities did not, Accordingly, that fall, we were able to pledge and ini
tiate a number of juniors who gave the fraternity stability, and a genuine push to the front. In all, during 
the year, Torque pledged and initiated seven juniors, five sophomores and five freshmen. We also initiated 
D. D. Ewing, E. E., M. E., Professor of Electric Railway Engineering, and E. F. Burton, B. S., M. E., 
Instructor of Refrigeration Engineering, as our Faculty Members and Advisors. The men, in the latter ca
pacity, have been of invaluable service in keeping us always headed in the right direction to make progress. 

When the University, at the end of the school year, sent out the comparative scholastic ratings of 
the fraternities, sororities, and unorganized students, the University at large saw that Torque was to be con
sidered in the race for high honors scholastically. Our average was second highest, being above that of sev
eral honorary organizations and unorganized students. This showed us the result of hard, conscientious en
deavor. 

Torque came to be recognized also by the honors won by the individual members. Our Wm. E. Gray 
was awarded the Wilbur Scholarship that is annually given to the junior engineering student who has the 
highest grades for his first two years in the University. This award automatically made him President of 
Tau Beta Pi in his senior year. Also he is the only junior member of this honorary organization. P. S. Sim
mons, a member of the Campus Literary Society, was elected to Tau Kappa Alpha, an honor due to his being 



a member of the Purdue Debating team. In the spring election, he was honored by Tau Beta Pi and Car
zeuran. During the year he served also as President of the Human Engineering Society that received much 
publicity throughout the state. Rex. L. Reynolds, a member of the Campus Literary Society, was elected to 
Eta Kappa Nu in the fall, and Tau Beta Pi in the Spring. Q. M. Crater was initiated into the Jeffersonian 
Debating Society. W. M. Duncan was chosen as a member of the Gimlets, a group of seniors formed to pro
mote athletics. A. Lorber was honored also because of the work he did in the design and construction of the 
Purdue High Tension Line as a part of his thesis. R. Wahl was made Master lVIus ician of the Purdue Band, 
an honor given only to seniors of exceptional merit. The influence of Torque was Leginning to be felt on the 
Campus. 

1 

Duiing the year, we had men representing us in all branches of inter-fraternity sports and campus 
activities. Although we failed to become champions in any single branch of sport, we made a very fair show
ing. Our percentage in basketball and baseball were both about .500. Matters of more vital importance than 
these were pressing, and so we were not able to give sports the necessary support and attention. P. S. Sim
mons was a member of the Varsity Debating Team. Several men served on the Purdue Exponent Staff, 
Purdue Union, and Y. M. C. A. 

In the spring we made our debut with a Spring Dinner Dance, which has since been made an annual 
affair. This was held in May, at Lincoln Lodge, to celebrate our birthday and was attended by all members 
and a number of guests. In this way, we gave our first social affair, and also started our annual custom. 

The black spot on this shining year for Torque is the black of mourning due to the death of two of our 
beloved brothers, A. Lockard and P. S. Simmons. Mr. Lockard, a member of the Mechanical Engineering 
class of 1921, died in the early spring at his home in Linton, Indiana. "Shorty's" loss was keenly felt as he 
was such a cheerful fellow, a true friend and brother, and a wonderful entertainer on his banjo. l\1r. Simmons, 
a man of unusual brilliance, died in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in August. "Pete" was everyone's friend, and 
a born organizer and leader of men. The place he left in the organization was one that could not be readily 
filled. The loss of two such brothers caused each one of us much sorrow. 

1922--1923 

Upon our return to school in the fall, we felt that now we had a reputation to uphold, and that to aspire 
even higher was desirable. Although we felt the loss of Mr. Simmons' leadership, we rapidly became thor
oughly organized and set out with a determination to better the record of our first year. 

When selecting men for the organization, we used tl:ie same careful selection that chatracterizes our 
choosing, and at the close of the year we had pledged and initiated nine sophomores and five freshmen. These 



men were chosen upon the basis of good character, high scholastic and athletic ability. By their showing 
while in Torque, we find that our estimation was not in fault. We also initiated A . N. Topping, B. S., Pro
fessor of Electrical Engineering, and H. L. Solberg, H. S., M. E., Instructor in Mechanical Engineering, 
as two additional faculty members and advisors. We think that we were fortunate to get two men of their cali
ber as they are proving themselves invaluable to a social fraternity of our standards. 

Om· rating scholastically this year was e?{ceptionally good as we again took second place among the 
fraternities and sororities. Torque was also well represented by her members in the honorary organizations 
of the Campus. Mr. Wm. E. Grey served as President of Tau Beta Pi and was elected to Pi Tau Sigma 
during the year. Rex. L. Reynolds was elected Secretary of Eta Kappa Nu. H. 0. Mathews, C. H. Osha, 
and J. L. Raynor were elected to Eta Kappa Nu. D. H. Dolman and R. F. Davis were elected to Kappa Phi 
Sigma, an honorary literary fraternity. Wm. E. Grey and Rex. L. Reynolds were elected to Sigma Xi 
upon graduation. This election is the highest honor given a graduating student here. 

Mr. E. F. Burton, one of our faculty members, was given his degree of :Mechanical Engineering in 
the spring. Mr. Burton, although a young man, gives promise of becoming an influential person, due to his 
work on refrigeration. Mr. H. L. Solberg received his M. S. in l\tiechanical Engineering during the year. 

Torque was also represented in numerous University activities. B. R. Jackson served as Boxing In
structor for the University. C. H. Osha was a member of the Varsity Fencing Team, earning his letter in 
this sport. He was elected Captain of the team for the season of '23-'24 and President of the Fencers Asso
ciation. H. 0. Mathews was a member of the Varsity Football squad and earned his class numerals. G. L. 
Jackson was awarded his freshman numerals as a member of the Freshman Gym team. M. V. Keeler earned 
his class sweater in football as a member of the sophomore team. H. L. Solberg, "'\:\T. A. Niles, and II. 0. 
Meloy were members of the Purdue Band. H. 0. Mathews was elected Vice-President of the Senior Elec
trical Engineers. W. H. Dietrich was a member of the Purdue Exponent Staff. Other of our men were 
prominent in the work in A. I. E. E., A. S. M. E., Y. M. C. A ., and Purdue 1\femorial Union. 

Our house athletics were much better than last year. In basketball we stood about .600 and in baseball 
.750. In the other inter-fraternity sports, we were represented but were not champions. As a whole, we had 
so many activities of importance on hands, that we could not give inter-fraternity athletics the attention neces
sary to become champions. 

Socially, we again held to our rather conservative policy. We held a Christmas Frolic Dance at the 
Fowler Hotel ballroom. Several alumni, guests from other fraternities, and our members made up a festive 
crowd and a gay time was had by all. In the spring, we held our Spring Dance, a semi-formal, at Colonial 



Hall. All the fraternities sent representatives, and about fifty-five couples were present. With dances of 
this type we have kept socially prominent, but have not, at any time, given the impression that we neglect our 
scholastic principles. 

When time for summer vacation came, we members of Torque could look back over the year and say 
that we had made our organization bigger and better. Although the past was something to be proud of, we 
felt that the future would mean even better things. Accordingly, each man agreed to look up good men for 
Torque during the vacation. 

1923--1924 

The sRirit of the returning members was such that seeming impossibilities soon came to look like prob
abilities. ,v1th renewed vigor and enthusiasm we set out to make this a record year in our existence. We 
pledged two juniors, one so_phomore, and five freshmen and initiated the juniors and sophomore in No
vember. 

Our first achievement upon our return was the petitioning of and admittance to the Pan Hellenic Coun
cil. Now Torque is directly helping govern the whole frn.ternal group of the University. 

In the fall election of the honorary fraternities, Torque was well represented. Of the six juniors 
elected to Phi Lambda Upsilon, Torque had three men, R. F. Davis, F. W. Scott, and R. F. Sheffer. D. J. 
Withers and M. V. Keeler were selected by Eta Kappa Nu. Also we had C. S. Hegel, N. F. Hindle, F. W. 
Scott, and R. E . Sheffer elected to Kappa Phi Sigma. In the spring, we should have still more men hon
ored as we have a number eligible to senior honorary societies. 

Our members are active in other University activities. C. H. Osha is a member and captain of the 
Varsity Fencing Team. G. L. Jackson is a member of the Varsity Gym Team. H. E. Gottberg and lVI. V. 
Keeler have been awarded numerals as members of the junior football team. H. Malone won his Freshman 
varsity numeral as a member of the Freshman Varsity Football squad. H . L. Solberg has been made Chief 
Musician of the Purdue Band. ,v. A. Niles and R. W. Carson are members of the Band. In the Purdue 
R. 0. T. C., we have two captains and seven second lieutenfl,nts. This spring will also show Torque getting 
more honors in athletics. 

Torque is starting a new era for itself in Inter-fraternity athletics. This fall we were eliminated in the 
indoor baseball tourney in the semi-finals. Our chances for winning the outdoor baseball championship this 
spring are very good. The basketball team is going strong. H. Wrasse will no doubt win the golf tourney 
this year. The future of our athletics looks exceedingly bright. 



We have had two dances this past fall. The first was a Hard Times Dance, held at Lincoln Lodge. 
Several stunts were given and a fine time was enjoyed by all. A Christmas dance was held at Colonial Hall 
just before we left for the holidays. A number of guests attended as well as the members. This ended the 
social functions for the year 1923. 

This year is yet young, and the opportunities to accomplish greater things for Torque are more than 
ever before. Realizing this, all members are striving to make this the greatest year of our existence. 

CONCLUSION 

In concluding this section, the reader should realize that at all times we have striven to uphold our 
constitution and the sacred relations of brotherhood. We have endeavored to help the University and sur
rounding community in every possible way. We have chosen our men for their good characters and ability 
as scholars and athletes. We encourage and demand good scholarship from the pledges and members. Torque 
is striving at all times to become representative of the ideals of Purdue University's Campus) 



INFORMAL GROUP 



Elbert F ranklin B ur ton , B. S., M. E . 
Ins tructor of R e fr iger a t ion Eng ineel'

in g . 

Earl Hart, B. S. 
Home : Ind ianapolis , India n a . 
B orn : Septe m ber 17, 1898. 
Mechan ica l E n g ineering '22. 
Ir v ing L iterary Soc ie t y . 
Y. M. C. A. E nterta ine rs . 
P 1·esen t L ocation : LaFayette, I11d i

a n a. 

Dressel De witt E wing , E . E ., M. E . 
Professor of E lectri c Railway Eng i . 

n eer ing . 

A rthu r Lockard (Deceased ) 
H om e : Lin to n , Indian a. 
Mecha n ical E n !.! ineer in l! '22. 

A la n son N iles Topp ing : U. S. 
Professor of Elec t ri cal Eng in eer in g; , 

Robert J arvis Rhi nehart, B. S . 
Hom e : P ly mouth, I n d iana . 
Born : Aug ust 20, 1900. 
Ei ectrica l Eng in eer in g- ' 22. 
V ice-P r es ident '21-22 . 
Present L ocation: L it t le R ock , A r 

ka nsas. 

Har ry Lela nd Solber g, B. S ., M. E. 
Ins tr uctor of Mecha n ica l E ng ineer in )-.i . 

A bram Lorber, B. S. 
Ho me : I ndian a polis, I nd ia n a. 
Born: November 7 , 1897. 
E lectri cal E n g in eering ' 22. 
P l'esent L ocat ion: M ilwaukee, Wis. 

co ns in . 





Donald E . Wass, B . S. 
Home: Owensbol'o, Kentu cky. 
Born: March 5, 1900. 
E lectrica l Eng ineering '23. 
Present Location: P lymouth , Indian ~. 

Wilfrid Bruce Wilbur 
Home : Ashley, Indiana . 
Born: June 6, 1920. 
School: Senior Mechanical. 
Hurnan Engin eeJ"in ,:r Societ:r . 
Pres ide n t '2~ -'21L 

Fran k Cecil Jones 
Home: Seymour, Indiana . 
Born : February 22, 1904 . 
School : Senior Electrical. 
Secretary ' 22-23; Aeling- Pres ident 

'23-24. 

David James Withers 
Home: Princeton, Indiana . 
Born: November 14 , 1896. 
School: Seniol' Electr ical. 
Eta Kappa Nu . 

Clarence Harold Osha 
Home : V incen n es, India na. 
Born : May 21 , 1903. 
School : Sen ior Electr ical. 
Eta Kappa N u ; Fenc ing ~ream 3, 4, 

Capt. 4; Captaii1, R. 0 . T. C . 

Donald Oliver Brooks 
Home: South Bend, Incl. 
Born: Ju ly 29 , 1901. 
School: Ju n ior E lectl'ical. 
Seco nd Li eutenant, R. 0. 'I'. C.; U ni

vers ity Chess Champ ion . 

Josep1h Lin dsley Rayn or 
Home: Woodward, Ok lahoma. 
Born : March 19, 1901. 
School: Senior E lectrical. 
Eta Kappa N u ; Iluman Eng in eeri n~ 

Society; Pan-Hell en ic Counc il '23-
24. 

Hi lton Boyd Currens 
Home : West LaFayette, Indiana. 
Born : Ju ly 25, 1902. 
Schoo l: Jun ior Chemical 
Second Li e utenant, R . 0. T . C. 

I• 



R ich a rd Fra nklin Dav is 
H o m e : Pleasa n t M ills . Ind ia n a . 
Born: October 24, 1901. 
Sc hoo l : Jun ior Chern ical. 
P hi L a mbda Ups ilon ; K a ppa Phi 

S ig ma. 
S t eward ' 23-24 . 

Norman Frederick Hind le 
Home : Fort Wayn e, India n a. 
Born: Apri l 9, 1902. 
Schoo l: Junior Chem ical. 
Kappa P hi Sig m a ; Second Lie ute n

an t, R . 0. T . C.; Eng in ee ring R e
view Staff. 

Seco nd V ice-Pres ide nt ·2::-~ ,1. 

Do n ovan H «! r bcrt Dolman 
H om e : La p orte, Ind ian a . 
Born: Octobe r 19, 1902 . 
School : JUnior E lectri cal. 
Ka ppa Ph i Si,.rma; Manage!' of U n i

vers it y Seven ; Capt a in, R. 0. 'T. C. 

Frank Celves ter Hosimer 
Home : Cu lver . Indiana . 
Born: June 28, 1901. 
Sc hool: Jun ior Electr ical. 
Second L ic utr nan t , R . 0 . T . C. 

Harry Edmond Gottbcrg 
Home : Sey m our , India na . 
Born: Oct ober 7, 1902. 
Sc hool : Junior Mecha nica l. 
Class F ootball 3. 

Mark Vincent l{celer 
H o me : Hammond , Ind ia n a . 
Born : Ap ril 11, 1902. 
School : J uni or E lectrica l. 
E ta Ka ppa N u; C lass Football 1, 2, 3; 

Second Lieutenant, R. 0. T. C. ; 
Pan-I-Iell en ic Qn un c i\ ' 23 -2 ,1. 

Charles S : hm a lzried H ege l 
H om e : Lag ro, Ind ian a . 
Bor n : Septem ber 8, 1903. 
Schoo l: Junior Cherni ca l. 
Kappa P hi S ig ma. 

E dwa rd Eikenberry Mills 
H ome : R ichm ond, Indiana. 
Bol'n: Decem ber Vi. 1!)0:{. 
Sch ool: J unior c :v il. 
Sec re t a r ) ' 2:~-:.'.-1. 



Frank W alton Scott 
Home: Indianapolis . Ind ia na . 
Born: March 2:j , 1!10 3. 
Sch ool: Jun ior Chemica l. 
Phi Lambda U psi lon; Kappa Phi Si o:

ma; Freshman Cross Country; 
Second L ieutenant, R. 0. T. C. 

Willis Lightle Burne 
Home: Indianapo lis , Ind iana. 
Bor n : Dec mber 11 , 1!101. 
Schoo l : Sophomore Civi l. 

Ra lph E by Sheffer 
Ho me : Rich mon d, Indiana. 
Born : Ju ne 22 , 1904. 
School : Junior Chemical. 
Phi Lambda Ups ilon; Kappa 

Si!rma. 
T l'easurer '23 -24 . 

George Lowell Jackson 
Horne: Greensburg, Inrl ia na. 
Born : Novem be r 17, 190 I. 
Schoo l : So1)homore Civ il. 

P hi 

Freshman G;\'mnastic T eam ; Var s ity 2. 

P ercy Wa lter Thompson 
Home : Hammond, Ind ia na. 
Bern: No,·e mber 8, 1!)08. 
School : Jun ior Chem ical 
Second L ie utenant, R . 0. 

P istol Team . 

Warren Arthur Niles 
Home: M ishawaka, Jncliana. 
Born : June 18. l!JO I. 
Schoo l: Sophomore Civ il. 
Conce rt Band . 

T. C.; 

William Summers Da,•is 
Home: South Bend. Indiana. 
Born: May 13, 1904. 
School: Sop homore Electrical. 

Paul Se lden Stephenson 
Ifome : Miami Beach, F lorida. 
Born : May 17, 1904. 
School : So phomore E lectr ical. 
F 1·eshman Football ; Freshman Base~ 

ba ll. 



Ulysses Byron Yeager 
H orne : P itts boro, Indi a na. 
Born : Jun e Hi , 1902. 
Sc hool : Sophom ore Chem icaL 

Robert William Carson 
Home : Indianapolis , Indiana. 
B orn : October 27 , 1903. 
S chool: Freshman M echanical. 
Banc]. 

Leslie Ruel Russell 
Home : Seymour, Indiana. 
Born: July 25, 1906 . 
School : Freshman Electrical. 

Thomas Leo Fritzlen 
Home: Indianapolis , Ind iana . 
Born: October 21, 1905. 
Sc hool: Fres hman Chemical. 

Harold Victor Wrasse 
I-lame : Mis hawaka, I ndiana. 
Born: April 18, 1905. 
School: Freshman Electrical. 

H nrold Malone 
Home: R ichmond, Indiana. 
Born: Apri l 15, 1905 . 
School : Fres hman Chem ica l. 
Fres hm an Vars ity Football ; Fresh• 

man Wres tling Squad. 



Sidney Leroy Barber 

Home: Chicago, Illinois. 
Born: July 24, 1904 
Ch. E., '25 

Otis Gerald Citea 

Home: Wanatah, Indiana 
Born: September 29, 1901 
M. E., '25 
Present location: Detroit, Michigan. 

NON-GRADUATE MEMBERS 

Niel Dewey Carey 

Home: Huntington, Indiana 
Born: June 3, 1898 
M. E., '24 
Present location: Akron, Ohio 

Quincy M. Crater 
Home: Franklin, Indiana 
Born: September 18, 1902 
M. E., '24 
Irving Literary Society 

.,_, 

John Paul Charles 

Home: Greenfield, Indiana. 
Born : April 30, 1908 
M. E., '25 
Present location : Indianapolis, Indiana 

Howard Henry Dietrich 
Home: Richmond, Indiana 
Born: January 80, 1904 
E. E., '25 
Present location : Dayton, Ohio 
Varsity Swimming: Exponent Staff, '22. 

Hugh Oldham Meloy 

Home: Greenfield, Indiana 
Born: November 17, 1908 
Ch. E., '26 

Ozro Arlieth Williama 

Home: Waldron, Indiana 
Born: April 8, 1900 

Present location: Indianapolis, Indiana 
Insignia Board Freshman Class; Band. 

M. E., '23 
Present location: Indianapolis, Indiana 
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
LAFAYETTE, INDIANA 

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

January 18, 1924 

To Whom It l\lay Concern: 

It is a pleasure to recommend 

the Torque Fraternity as a body or young men 

not only or guod character and fine scholarship 

but of a lceen interest in the affairs of the 

student body, 

I can heartily endorse the 

petition of the Torque ~·raternity for nationalization 

with the ..l.lpha Sigma Phi National Fraternity. 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
LAFAYETTE. INDIANA 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 
Ofl'Pte• 01" THS OU.N 

January .15, 1924 

The Torque is a local organization of 

students of Purdue Univereity. It was 

established in 1920 or 1921 and has maintained 

itself since that time in competition with the 

National Greek letter organizations. 

It has at present twenty-five or thirty 

members fairly well distributed between the 

university classes. In point of scho l arship 

it ranks very much higher than any of the 

National organizations. 

The members of the organization are of 

good character, are good mixers and are altogether 

of the sort that we are apt to call fraternity 

material . I should say in a general way that any 

one of the members of Torque would have been taken 

into some one of our frsternitie~ had it not been 

for connection with this Club. 

Your organization could not find a better 

group of men for the establishment of a chapter 

st Purdue University than these who are presenting 

their petition to you. 

F~f!;;::::: "' ..... ...,, 



PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
LAFAYETTE. INDIANA 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF ENGINEERING 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

January 9, 1924. 

'l'he Torque Fra-ternity of Purdue , University 

was organized several years ago in order to give a 

grou:p of our students an opportunity for social con-

tact. 

In general, the members of the Torque 

Fraternity have been interasted in high s cho l fa r si:.. i:p 

attainments. An examination of our records s i.1ows 

that nine members of the Torque Fraternity rank at 

present very high among our engineering students . 

This means that they have ave~age grades of 85% or 

higher. 

I am of the opinion that the Torque 

Fraternity merits favorable consideration for 

admittance to the National Fraternity. 

AAP TM 

PURDUE UN IVERS I T 'Y 
LAFAYETTE. INDIANA 

SCHOOL OF CHEMICAL £NGIN El!RING 

January 28, 1924, 

To Whom It May Concern : 

I !1ave known the " Torque ", 

a looal fraternity at this institution, since 

it s foun~ing here. 

It is made up of high grade, 

earnest your.g men · and has a good reputation as 

to scholarship and the standards of conduct which 

it exhibits in its membership. 

.. I am therefore glad to recommend 

the organization. 

~ 
School of Chemlcai Engineering. Head, 



PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
LAFAVE'ITE. INDIANA 

8CN001. OP MICHANICAL 11.NQINll&RINO 

TO WHO?.! IT MAY CONCERJI: 

January 29, 1924 .• 

It has been my pleaeure to have known 

the personnel of the organization at Purdue University known 

as the "Torque" s1n·oe its organization, 

Thie club has been very fortunate, 

ae well ae wise, in the selection of its men for its 

membership. They have stood for the fine things and 

worthwhile things in the University and have stood in a 

body baok of every movement which was for the betterment 

of the University. 

I am personal l y acquainted with t ~e 

faculty advisors· of the organization and feel that the 

high standing which the Torque has always enjoyed in the· 

University is perhaps largely due to their exoe·11ent 

advice and council, I am sure that your earnest considera

tion of their application for membershi_p in a National 

organization will reflect ultimately to your own credit. 

GAY HO 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY 
LAFAYETTE. IND IANA 

SCHOOL OF ELl!CTRICAL 11:NQI NEIIAI NG 

January 19, 1924, 

To Whom it M.a.y Concern:-

Subject: Recommendation of Torque for 
Affiliation with National Fraternity. 

As result of personal acquainta..nce with a 

large number of the students who are members of the 

Torque Fraternity of Purdue University and after a 

study of their scholastic standing and personnel 

records, the writer is very glad to recommend this 

organization for such prospective affiliation with 

any strong national fraternity which it may feel 

justified in considering seriously, 

Respectful,..,. Yours, 

~~-·-



KAPPA SIGMA HOUSE 
WEOT LAFAYETTE, INOI ANA 

'Deo. 6, I923. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to testify that the 

Torque Fraternity, in our opin~on, is the leading 

local on the campus, being high i n scholarship and 

surpassing by far, most of the smaller Greeks here 

in school. They are well represented in all branches 

of University activities. 

Yours truly, 

~~ 
Pres. 

B8II 

PU RDUE U N IVERSITY 
W. LAFAYE'lTE, IND. 

To whom it may concern: 

January 9, 1924 

Beta Mu of Beta Theta Pi wishes to indoree 

the effort of Torque fraternity to become a chapter 

of a national fraternity and recommends favorable 

consideration of this now firmly established local 

by any organization they care to petition. 

Very truly yours, 

::"Ao~ 
President 

' 

e 

e 



f urhue (fl~apter ~elta ~psilon 
311!1r11t 1fiu~ll1Jetfe, ;l)nlti1nt11 

December 16, 1923. 

Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity, 

Gentlemen: 

The Purdue Chapter of Delta Upsilon gladly 

recommends the Torque Local Fraternity as a prospec

tive chapter for Alpha Sigma Phi. They have made an 

excel l ent showing in scholarship and take an active 

part on the campus as well. 

Very truly yours, 

Pres. 
Per R.H.M. 

TRIANGLE FRATERNITY 

PURDUE: UNIVERSITY 

WEST LAFAYETTE,IND, 

January 5, 1924. 

Representing Purdue active chapter of Triangle I wish to 

state that we consider Torque Fraternity to be one cf the leading 

local fraternities on the campus. Their ranking in a scholastic 

way is above the average, in athletic ability they rank fair, and 

they are represented in campus activities. They are a coming 

organization, 

------,~------------------------....:........:....------------------------------..l 

j 
I 

'1 
! 



BETA ZETA CHAPTER 

SIGMA NU FRATERN ITY 
PURDUE UNIVERSITY 

WEST LAF.AYETTE, IND. 

TO whom it may conoern:--

Januar.v 10, 1924 

This is to certify that the Torque Fraternity of 

Purdue Univers-i ty is one of the oldest and ·most prominent 

Local Fraternities on the campus, It is a membe_;r Of the Pan 

Hellenic Council and i-a active in all of the fratern_ity 

affairs of the university. 

The chapter is composed of a group of fine fellows 

and we g l adly recommend them to any fraternity whom t~ey may 

petition, 

~ {u, ~:;J:4ruly 

Commander of Sigma Nu Fraternity 

To Y/hpm It May Concern: 

LAMllDA IOTA OHAPI'ER 
111.,& &r.&.TJI: STRErr 

l,At-'AYB?TE, INDIANA 

Jan. 14, 1924. 

Phi Gamma Delta wiehee to endorse 

the petition of the Torque Fraternity of Purdue University 

to Al pha Sigma Phi Fraternity. Knowing the individual members 

and the record of thie organization at Purdue University, the 

members of Phi Gamma Delta unamimouely recommend them ae 

deserving of chapter affiliation. 

Youre very truly, 

'E'hi Gamma Delta, 

by clf{A", 
f}i""i{i;i';;r. 

_, 

e 



).lp~a ~elt11 Qi~aptir 

~~eta Qt~i J!raternitu 
JaJl•v•tte, Jn?t. 

January 14. 1924. 

The National Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity. 

Gentlemen: 

We are informed that the local 

Torque Fraternity is petitioning your organi

zation for a charter, and in this connection 

wish to advise as follows. 

The Torque Fraternity is undoubtedly 

the strongest local on the campus at the pres-

ent time. The men of this organization with 

whom we are acquainted are good men and of fra

ternity calibre. We believe they are ready for 

a national charter, and should be pleased to see 

their petition granted. 

Yours very truly, 

c{~~ 
President, 

~ ~.~~ 
Secretary, 

aus a 

~UftDUE CHAPTRfl 

.).,iicin ~i:lllnuitu 

Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity, 

Gentlemen: 

,,.,... ~.. -

We unders.tand that the local Torque Club is petition
ing your Fraternity for a chapter at Purdue University. Their 
membership is composed of men of excellent standards who are 
recognized and well liked by the campus as a vihole as well as 
this chapter . The Purdue Chapter of the Acacia Fraternity, know
ing personally the majority of the members of this group, wishes 
to take this opportunity to heartily recommend that you grant them 
a charter, 

Very truly yours 

The Purdue Chapter of Acacia 

ByMCB.~ 

GAMMA l.AMDDA CHAPTl!ft 

DELTA TAU DELTA FRATERN ITY 

PURDUE UNIVERSITY 

WK&T LAl"AVIETTE, IND. 

December 19, 1923 . 

To the Arch Chapter of Alpha Sigma Phi. 

Gentlemen: · I am glad to recommend to you for a charter the group 
of students of this university who are applying for that privilege, 
I speak the sentiment of our Chapter when I say that this would 
be desireable from the stand point of both the Delta Tau Delta 
Fraternity and the other fraternities in our school. Vie feel no 
doubt but that their record since they were organized will stand 
investigation snd that they are worthy of your consLaration, 

Very J'~~c:3'~~~ 
Secretary of Gamrr6f Lambda of Delta Tau Delta 

• 



J~i ~ltf'l'II J•i ~ou•~ 
149 1'nbrdir lfl•r, 

.... ~~"11""· ;lnl>la ... 

To Whom it may concern, 

Jan. 1.5, 1924. 

Indiana Del ta of Phi Kappa 

Pai wishes to recommend for a charter the Torque 

Fraternity. 

They have a mighty fine 

group of men, high in scholarship and above the 

av~rage in their strength in campus activities. 

We believe that a charter 

placed here would bring nothing but honor to any 

national organization. 

,4;/(~
1

Seo. 

INDIAN.4. BETA CHAPTER 

PUAOUE UNIVERSITY 

WEsr Lt,.,.. ... YETTE, INOI. .. NA 

Jan. 5, 1923. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Hearing that the Torque Fra

ternity of Purdue University is petitioning a .lla

tional Greek Letter Fraternity, we are strong in our 

hearty recommendation of this body of men. 

Though not a Greek Organi

zation they have attained membership in the Pan Hel

lenic Council, which shows their standing among 

Fraternities on the Purdue Campus. 

They are well represented in 

student activities and their scholarship is high, as 

the fact that they have men in Phi Lambda Upsilon, 

Tau Beta Pi, etc., gives evidence. 

Indians Bets of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

.. .. 

0 , 
\ 
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J•KtM51PoGtll,._., .. c.,,.,.,,l • 

LUt-tJZ"'l'TE,L,v. January 11, 1924. 

TO VIHOM IT MAY COIICER!I: 

The Torque Fraternity has had an account at this 

Bank sl.noe September, 1921. They have always kept a satis

faot~ry balance and have taken care of this account in a 

buaineae like manner and we feel that their finances are 

being handled very capably. 

Yours very truly, 

~-c) !! ' ' ' I ~1:-:::.hier. 

0..,JANIIION.PIIUlHlff 
1 . c . JAc;K10N, V .... ,. ...... aT•n .. 
n,.OTD OIIANNON. He, A .. D 0 ..... MIL 

JAMISON BROTHERS CO. 
HARDWARE -,- IMPLEMENTS 

FURNITURE 

Jan, 12, 1924: 

To Wh om It May Conoern:-

..C.J.lCK•Olf 
f'I.OftlOIU.NN0)9 

,l,P,~IION 

c.•. ~,1.11111"°" 

We are glad to recommend the Members of the 
Torque Fraternity as honest, upright and oommendabls 
young men. Rav ing had bus iness dealings with them sinoe 
the opening o:l the organization, ,ve are in position to 
say they have been prompt and aoourate in taking oare of 
all obligations. 

We are confident any organization would be 
fortunate in seleoting men of their high standing. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jwn1son Bros, Co. Per*~an~ 



The following Nationalization Committee composed and had published this Petition. 

N. F.Hindle 

W.L. Hume 

R. E. Sheffer 

G. L. Jackson 

F. W. Scott 




